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 1Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all 
generations. ... 17Let the favor of the Lord our God 
be upon us, and establish the work of our hands 
upon us; yes, establish the work of our hands!

 

Psalm 90:1, 17 

Transforming our world, one life at a time, through the power of God's living Word.





Have you ever wondered what the people who �ed 
persecution and came to Bu�alo hoped for? Was it a 
hope for themselves or for their children? What was it 
about their faith that would drive them to leave their 
home and families to go to an uncertain future? �ey 
had a living hope. Paul put it this way in 1 Timothy:

For it is for this we labor and strive, because we have �xed 
our hope on the living God, who is the Savior of all men, 
especially of believers. 1 Timothy 4:10 

�ey could risk it all because they had an eternal hope. 
�ey looked to the future with great anticipation 
because they worked and labored for their faith, and 
�xed their eyes on Jesus. I �nd their faith inspirational.

As we look back over the last 175 years, hope has kept 
this congregation moving forward. Hope has led First 
Trinity to take risks and step out in faith. For the 
Christian, hope means security for the future because 
we belong to Jesus. It is that con�dence–that 
security–that allowed the people of First Trinity to 
boldly act on their faith.

As you read this report, you will see what happened in 
the past and where we are today. You will notice many 
joys and challenges and especially hope.

Now, 175 years after the founding of this church, we 
too can look forward to what lies ahead with 
con�dence because we too have �xed our hope on the 
living God. �ere are times we feel stretched and pulled 
and feel we just can’t do anymore. But that is when we 
are looking to ourselves and not placing our hope in 
God. Paul says in Ephesians 3:

Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly 
beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power 
that works within us, to Him be the glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. 
Amen. Ephesians 3:20-21

Beloved, let us keep looking to Jesus. Let us �x our 
hope in Him, step out in faith, and boldly move 
forward in faith. Let us follow the example of those 
who have gone before us. �en we will truly transform 
our world, one life at a time, through the power of 
God’s living word.
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I served as Roberts Wesleyan Student Body Chaplain for my senior year of 
college. I had the opportunity to share a message where I spoke about the 
importance of marking God’s work in our lives and returning to these 
spiritual memorials. �is was an idea I was �rst challenged with by Jason 
Christ in my freshman year of high school. As I dug into this concept more 
during the past several months preparing to deliver my message to the 
student body, I rediscovered the vital role First Trinity has played in my 
faith journey. Pretty much every major milestone that came to mind was 
connected to this church body in one way or another—either it happened 
with members of this congregation or as they surrounded me with love, 
support, and encouragement through each milestone. 

When I was in middle school, my family left the church we spent the �rst 
12 years of my life in to attend First Trinity. I fought my parents hard on 

this decision, but I will be 
forever grateful they 
didn’t leave that major 
decision to a stubborn 
sixth grader because this 
church became a catalyst 
in my faith. 

Attending this new church also meant enrolling in Con�rmation class. 
After two years of Bible lessons, forming strong godly friendships, 
four-square games, laughter, questioning, and growing exponentially in my 
faith, I became an adult in the church. When Con�rmation Day arrived, I 
publicly and con�dently con�rmed the commitment of my Baptism. For 
the �rst time, I vividly and strongly felt “a peace that surpasses all 
understanding.” (Philippians 4:7)

First Trinity continued to play an important role in my high school years 
through mentorship, Bible studies, youth group, accountability partners, 
and Summer Workcamps.  I learned many valuable lessons during these 
four years, but my most valuable lesson was learning to share my raw 
emotions with God and not attempt to �lter them before Him. �is 
happened during a three-week series our high school youth group did on 
the book of Habakkuk. 

Habakkuk is one of twelve minor prophets in the Bible whose name 
literally means “to wrestle”. �e book consists of Habakkuk expressing his 
real and raw frustration towards God. He is angry that God is allowing 
injustice to happen and allowing evil to prosper. Habakkuk literally yells at 
God and God does not reprimand him for his anger, but rather assures 
Habakkuk that He has a plan. Habakkuk continues to grow closer to God 
by sharing his honest thoughts and feelings. In the very end, Habakkuk 
tells God that “though the �g tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the 

vines, the produce of the olive fail and the �elds yield no food, the �ock 

be cut o� from the fold and there be no herds in the stalls, 
yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will take joy in the God of 
my salvation. God, the Lord, is my strength; He makes my 
feet like the deer’s; He makes me tread on my high places.” 
(Habakkuk 3:17-19)

I do not remember all the 
details of what was happening 
in my life at the time our youth 
group went through this book, 
but I remember struggling 
through a rough patch in life. I 
remember the unusually intense 
and intriguing discussion that 
occurred in Sunday School 
those weeks. Months after the 
series, that rough patch I was in 
only seemed to intensify. I 
would lay awake at night 
struggling with doubts of my 
faith and salvation. Questions 
such as, “What if it’s all a lie? What if there really is no God 
and that is why I am doubting the fundamentals of my 
life?” I spent over a month like this, lying awake at night, 
genuinely scared as I struggled to defend my heart from 
doubt. I was terri�ed to tell anyone because I was a 
Vacation Bible School Leader, Camp Counselor at a 
Christian Camp, and had already been on a mission trip. 
Learning from Habakkuk, I shared my real and raw 
emotions with God. Every night, before sleep, I would pray, 
“God, if You really are out there and everything I have been 
taught about You is true, and then show me. Reveal 
Yourself to me at Workcamp so I may never doubt Your 
existence or my salvation again. Amen.”

Sure enough, the turning point of my faith walk was that 
Workcamp to Nashville, TN, the one I had prayed God 
would reveal Himself during. (Because God has such a 
sense of humor, the theme of the week was Reveal!) Much 
to my surprise it was nothing like the �rst Workcamp I had 
attended with church. I was thrust into an environment I 
was not mentally, emotionally, or spiritually prepared for: 
good friends were �ghting, our living conditions were less 
than desirable, and the worksite was not where I had hoped 
to be placed. 

Despite all of this, 
God answered my 
prayer. Every night I 
was broken and 
each day God 
showed me a new 

way that He is not only real, but He has a purpose for 
me and every challenge I face. I was stretched 
emotionally, spiritually, and physically, but there is no 
doubt that my faith became my own on that trip, not 
just my parents’. I also knew that I had not been lying 

or being fake in my faith story up to 
that time because God works in 
phases. He gives us those milestones 
to help us grow closer to him. 

In addition to Sunday School lessons 
and Workcamps, I was encouraged 
and challenged by First Trinity 
through mentorship, Bible Studies, 
and opportunities to serve during my 
high school years. As I transitioned to 
college, I was continually reminded of 
the support system First Trinity 
provides. Friends and mentors prayed 
over my decision and o�ered their 
wisdom through each stage of picking 

a college and major. In fact, this church was one of my 
hardest goodbyes when it came to leaving for school.
�roughout college I was encouraged through notes 
and even a few care packages from this congregation, 
reminding me of their continued love, care, and 
support. When I took a leap of faith and spent a 
summer as director for Group Mission Trips, I was 
overwhelmed with the support First Trinity showed 
through cards, prayers, and a sending cloth. Every time 
I came home, I knew that I could comfortably go back 
to this church, regardless of how long it had been since 
I was last in town. 

For the first time, I 
vividly and strongly felt 

“a peace that surpasses all 
understanding.”

How First Trinity Shaped (and Continues to Shape) My Life
By Kelsey Trautwein



I served as Roberts Wesleyan Student Body Chaplain for my senior year of 
college. I had the opportunity to share a message where I spoke about the 
importance of marking God’s work in our lives and returning to these 
spiritual memorials. �is was an idea I was �rst challenged with by Jason 
Christ in my freshman year of high school. As I dug into this concept more 
during the past several months preparing to deliver my message to the 
student body, I rediscovered the vital role First Trinity has played in my 
faith journey. Pretty much every major milestone that came to mind was 
connected to this church body in one way or another—either it happened 
with members of this congregation or as they surrounded me with love, 
support, and encouragement through each milestone. 

When I was in middle school, my family left the church we spent the �rst 
12 years of my life in to attend First Trinity. I fought my parents hard on 

this decision, but I will be 
forever grateful they 
didn’t leave that major 
decision to a stubborn 
sixth grader because this 
church became a catalyst 
in my faith. 

Attending this new church also meant enrolling in Con�rmation class. 
After two years of Bible lessons, forming strong godly friendships, 
four-square games, laughter, questioning, and growing exponentially in my 
faith, I became an adult in the church. When Con�rmation Day arrived, I 
publicly and con�dently con�rmed the commitment of my Baptism. For 
the �rst time, I vividly and strongly felt “a peace that surpasses all 
understanding.” (Philippians 4:7)

First Trinity continued to play an important role in my high school years 
through mentorship, Bible studies, youth group, accountability partners, 
and Summer Workcamps.  I learned many valuable lessons during these 
four years, but my most valuable lesson was learning to share my raw 
emotions with God and not attempt to �lter them before Him. �is 
happened during a three-week series our high school youth group did on 
the book of Habakkuk. 

Habakkuk is one of twelve minor prophets in the Bible whose name 
literally means “to wrestle”. �e book consists of Habakkuk expressing his 
real and raw frustration towards God. He is angry that God is allowing 
injustice to happen and allowing evil to prosper. Habakkuk literally yells at 
God and God does not reprimand him for his anger, but rather assures 
Habakkuk that He has a plan. Habakkuk continues to grow closer to God 
by sharing his honest thoughts and feelings. In the very end, Habakkuk 
tells God that “though the �g tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the 

vines, the produce of the olive fail and the �elds yield no food, the �ock 

be cut o� from the fold and there be no herds in the stalls, 
yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will take joy in the God of 
my salvation. God, the Lord, is my strength; He makes my 
feet like the deer’s; He makes me tread on my high places.” 
(Habakkuk 3:17-19)

I do not remember all the 
details of what was happening 
in my life at the time our youth 
group went through this book, 
but I remember struggling 
through a rough patch in life. I 
remember the unusually intense 
and intriguing discussion that 
occurred in Sunday School 
those weeks. Months after the 
series, that rough patch I was in 
only seemed to intensify. I 
would lay awake at night 
struggling with doubts of my 
faith and salvation. Questions 
such as, “What if it’s all a lie? What if there really is no God 
and that is why I am doubting the fundamentals of my 
life?” I spent over a month like this, lying awake at night, 
genuinely scared as I struggled to defend my heart from 
doubt. I was terri�ed to tell anyone because I was a 
Vacation Bible School Leader, Camp Counselor at a 
Christian Camp, and had already been on a mission trip. 
Learning from Habakkuk, I shared my real and raw 
emotions with God. Every night, before sleep, I would pray, 
“God, if You really are out there and everything I have been 
taught about You is true, and then show me. Reveal 
Yourself to me at Workcamp so I may never doubt Your 
existence or my salvation again. Amen.”

Sure enough, the turning point of my faith walk was that 
Workcamp to Nashville, TN, the one I had prayed God 
would reveal Himself during. (Because God has such a 
sense of humor, the theme of the week was Reveal!) Much 
to my surprise it was nothing like the �rst Workcamp I had 
attended with church. I was thrust into an environment I 
was not mentally, emotionally, or spiritually prepared for: 
good friends were �ghting, our living conditions were less 
than desirable, and the worksite was not where I had hoped 
to be placed. 

Despite all of this, 
God answered my 
prayer. Every night I 
was broken and 
each day God 
showed me a new 

way that He is not only real, but He has a purpose for 
me and every challenge I face. I was stretched 
emotionally, spiritually, and physically, but there is no 
doubt that my faith became my own on that trip, not 
just my parents’. I also knew that I had not been lying 

or being fake in my faith story up to 
that time because God works in 
phases. He gives us those milestones 
to help us grow closer to him. 

In addition to Sunday School lessons 
and Workcamps, I was encouraged 
and challenged by First Trinity 
through mentorship, Bible Studies, 
and opportunities to serve during my 
high school years. As I transitioned to 
college, I was continually reminded of 
the support system First Trinity 
provides. Friends and mentors prayed 
over my decision and o�ered their 
wisdom through each stage of picking 

a college and major. In fact, this church was one of my 
hardest goodbyes when it came to leaving for school.
�roughout college I was encouraged through notes 
and even a few care packages from this congregation, 
reminding me of their continued love, care, and 
support. When I took a leap of faith and spent a 
summer as director for Group Mission Trips, I was 
overwhelmed with the support First Trinity showed 
through cards, prayers, and a sending cloth. Every time 
I came home, I knew that I could comfortably go back 
to this church, regardless of how long it had been since 
I was last in town. 

I spent over a month like 
this, lying awake at night, 

genuinely scared as I 
struggled to defend my 
heart from doubt. I was 
terrified to tell anyone 

because I was a Vacation 
Bible School Leader, Camp 
Counselor at a Christian 
Camp, and had already 
been on a mission trip.



Here is a word you will hear and see REGULARLY this coming 
year. This one word contains the thought around which each and 
every one of us must build our contributions this year. The 
expenses of God’s church go on REGULARLY day after day, 
week after week, month after month...and unfortunately, 
contributions have not been received in the same manner. 
Therefore, we must ask you to consider our request that your 
contributions be made REGULARLY.

We continue to be overwhelmed by the outrageous 
generosity of God’s people in this place. You have 
responded generously to giving requests for many 
years. Whether it was the new Advent Conspiracy 
e�ort this past Christmas to help free women and 
children from sex tra�cking, or sending missionaries 
into the mission �eld through Mission Madness or 
Changing Our World, you are making a di�erence.  

In addition to these short-term giving commitments, 
you have also been gracious to support the property 
expansion by installing an elevator and creating more 
parking so all people can worship and grow in Christ 
at this church. For all of this, we say thank you!

While we are so grateful for the generosity of God’s 
people up to this point, we can also relate to the 
struggles our brothers and sisters faced in 1959. 
Giving to our “General Fund” in the previous �scal 
year which ended July 31, 2014 is down signi�cantly 
from the last full year of data—approximately 
$35,000 less than in 2012. 

Causes like the Advent Conspiracy and Mission 
Madness are exciting because you can clearly see what 
your gift is doing. �e General Fund, however, is 
harder to understand. It pays for much of the ministry 
you read about in this report, from Sunday School to 
Vacation Bible School, Preschool through Adult 
Education. It pays for the utilities and buildings, 
providing space for Youth programs and Older People 
Up to Something, and much more. 

We have not done a good job of making it clear how 
your gifts are used, why it’s important to support the 
General Fund, or helping you grow in your giving.

One area we would like to explore is online giving. 
People pay bills online all the time, often even 
committing to automatic debit so they don’t forget to pay 
them. Donations can be made to your favorite charity 
online via their website or PayPal. Until now, we have not 
made a serious e�ort to bring our own giving options 
into the digital age.

Starting soon, that is going to change. We are exploring 
options to make giving more convenient by adding 
digital giving. Cash and checks will always accepted in 
the o�ering plates, but there will be a new online giving 
option that is fast, safe, and easy. We want to encourage 
you to “automate the important.” If giving to the 
ministry of this place is important to you, consider 
making your gift “automatic” by using one of our 
automated giving options. To �nd out what’s available, 
contact Tim Hartnett (thartnett@FirstTrinity.com, 
716-835-2220) or watch for more information soon.

General Fund
$701,980 received of $747,300 
projected. Shortfall of $45,320.

Giving Distribution
23.5% of giving happens through 
direct bank transfers known as 
ACH or eCheck Giving.

Building for the Future
$381,718 received of $518,151 
pledged through May, 2016.

Giving Then

Giving Now

General Fund - $19,500
World Missions - $5,600
School Fund - $10,000

Building Fund - $10,000

1959 Budget

— The Finance Committee, 1958 Annual Report

Fiscal 2014 Giving Report



On March 8th, after the women who were 
present added their opinions to the discussion it 
was unanimously resolved to purchase property 
on Niagara Falls Boulevard and Glenalby Road 
in the Town of Tonawanda. At a later meeting 
in April it was unanimously resolved to 
purchase two additional lots immediately 
adjacent to the large lot. ... Directed by the 
Lord, our congregation was not satisfied merely 
to buy land but took the necessary steps for the 
erection of a building and the beginning of 
work in that area. ... On January 9, 1955, the 
cornerstone was laid for the chapel.

— John E. Meyer, Senior Pastor
Frederick A. Schoof, Assistant Pastor

1954 Annual Report

Contruction of the current sanctuary in 1964 overlaid
on the same shot of Niagara Falls Boulevard today.

Building Then

�e two additional houses purchased in 1954 have 
long since been torn down in favor of building a 
gymnasium and added classroom space. God’s people 
continue to expand the vision of this ministry by 
making the campus more accessible to everyone. In 
2013, an elevator was added to the worship center to 
make the entire building accessible for all people. 

Building Now
In June 2014, additional properties purchased in past years 
were converted into a new playground for our Preschool and 
a parking lot to provide ample parking and easier access to 
the building for guests and members alike. �is additional 
lot doubled our available parking, making it easier to access 
the building, especially in the cold winter months, through a 
new entrance between the gym and the Preschool building.



Stresses of our age affect church attendance. Though membership has risen, average Sunday 
morning attendance declined by 7 from the year before. More and more members “weekend” 
from April through November instead of July and August as in former years.

— Pastor John Panning
1970 Statistical Report

�ere are several references to declining attendance in 
old annual reports. Like our brothers and sisters in 
1970, we are also experiencing a decline in worship 
attendance over the last several years. However, we 
have started to see an uptick during the current 
measuring period. So what’s going on?

Pastor Panning’s brief report about the decline in 
1970 could be written about the world we live in 
today. Indeed, more and more people “weekend” away 
from church every year. We studied the weekend 
attendance patterns at First Trinity over a 12-week 
period from December 2013 through February 2014. 
�ere were 735 unique individuals who completed an 
attendance card during that period. A majority of 
people (74%, 541 individuals) attended fewer than 
half of the weekends in the study. One-third (33%, 
239) attended only once during the time period.

�is data seems to indicate that we are struggling with 
the same issues we struggled with in 1970. We 
decided that one immediate step we could take was to 
develop a system for “noticing” when people are 
missing worship so that we could encourage them to 
return. People often stop coming because no one 
“misses” them when they are gone. 

Starting in mid-March, the sta� began reviewing a list 
of people who were starting to miss worship more 
regularly based on the attendance cards being 
completed. If we have a connection with someone on 
the list, we make contact and invite them back 
because we care about them. We want them to know 
they are missed. So far, the system is o� to a great 
start, as the summer attendance is actually trending 
up for the �rst time since 2011. We hope to see 
continued growth as more systems are put in place to 
connect with people who might be falling away.

One of the ways that you can help care for others in this 
place is by noticing when someone is “missing” and 
reaching out to them. Marsha Peth related a story 
about one such occurrence in a recent sta� report:

Loraine Jensen notices people who have been absent from 
the 8:45 worship service. She noticed Arnold Reinhart 
hadn’t been coming for awhile and asked me about him. 
�at led me to call him, visit him, and tell him he was 
missed by people at First Trinity. Loraine sent him a card of 
encouragement. �at very next Sunday Arnold came to 
worship for the �rst time in many months. Loraine spotted 
him and went right over and gave him a joyful greeting 
and hug! What a great example of how each one of us can 
be an encourager and help keep people connected to our 
church family.

Attendance Then

Attendance Now

You can help us care for others!

January - May

June - August

Worship Attendance by Period

8



Sometimes it is difficult to pinpoint where a story actually begins. 
So it is with our Nursery School. ... After much planning and many 
conferences, First Trinity set about providing space and 
sponsorship of a Christian Nursery School—a unique adventure, 
since the course of study was planned with daily Bible stories, 
finger plays, and co-ordinated art activities. ... the school met two 
mornings a week with an enrollment of 27 children. ... It can be said 
humbly that Kindergarten teachers in the area have no difficulty in 
picking out the children who have attended our Nursery School, 
because many of the difficult adjustments have been made.

— Mrs. Maxine Ehrman, Preschool Director
1965-1966 Annual Report

Preschool Then

First Trinity Preschool completed a successful year of 
learning, growing and just having lots of fun! Our 
classes were at capacity this year (60 students) and are 
almost full for next year—we are even expanding our 
2-year-old class due to high demand to include a new 
Wednesday morning class along with the regular 
Tuesday/�ursday and Friday classes. We take 
seriously the opportunity God gives us to plant seeds 
of faith in our students’ lives and prepare them for 
their future school careers and life.

Prayer is a big part of our preschool. Each morning 
the preschool sta� meets together and prays for our 
students, their families, our school and each other. 
Twelve church members prayed for our students and 
sta� this year. Please consider being a preschool prayer 
partner this coming year! Watch the announcements 
and lobby for an opportunity to sign up.

God did too many great things in our school this year 
to report them all. Some of the highlights include 
showing o� the God-given creativity of our students 
at the annual Art Show, singing and participating in 
worship at Sunbeam Sunday, and many special guests 
and �eld trips to learn about God’s wonderful 
creation and His love for us.

In May we celebrated with the 16 students who 
graduated from our 4-year-old class and will be 
moving on to Kindergarten. Wendy Morris, Cheryl 
Krisnosky and Chris Fennell (who celebrated 25 
years at our Preschool this year!) worked hard to 
balance their curriculum of kindergarten preparation 
with the important activity of play, always modeling 
and sharing the love of Jesus in every activity.

We are grateful to the congregation and church sta� for 
your support. You have contributed to our success in so 
many ways! �ank you to Carla Stone, Nancy 
Murszewski and Kathy Carere who volunteered each 
week in our 2-year-old classroom. Beth Vance graciously 
used her creative talents to plan and prepare our monthly, 
child-created window decorations. �ank you to church 
sta� for helping in lots of ways with the ministry of the 
school. With your help in collecting Dash’s receipts we 
have received $500 cash since January! Your Labels for 
Education have helped us earn almost 40,000 points, soon 
to be turned in for a school iPad.

— Debbie Ferrante
Preschool Director

Preschool Now



Resources You Can Use
Growing together with others during Sunday School 
is a wonderful opportunity, but sometimes you need 
something to do on your own as well. Or maybe you 
are struggling with your kids and need some resources 
to help you out. Did you know that we have lots of 
resources available on our website?

Go to FirstTrinity.com and click on the “Resources” 
item in the blue menu bar. Here are just some of the 
resources you can �nd there:

Devotionals
People Matter (30 Days)
Peeled - Exploring the Fruit of the Spirit (9 Weeks)

Parenting Resources
Grade Speci�c Developmental Guides (K - 12)
�e Family Five (Family Devotion Time)
Crash Course on Parenting Teenage Boys/Girls
A Guide to Teen Depression for Parents

Resources are added regularly, so check back often. If 
you have ideas for resources that would be helpful for 
others, let us know about them. If you’re looking for 
help that isn’t there, give us the topic and we’ll help 
you �nd something. 

From all reports turned in, First Trinity did very well this past year. Of course, there is 
always room for improvement, and one of our weak spots is Bible Class. Instead of 20-25 in 
attendance, let’s try for at least 50. Pastor Panning and many of our own members devote 
much of their time to preparing the topics discussed, and would certainly appreciate some 
new faces in class.

— Lyman Schleidt, Congregational President
1965 Annual Report

Sunday School Then

First Trinity was blessed with over 70 volunteers in our 
Education Hour time, January - July 2014. Since we 
know for sure that engaging with God’s Word is the 
number one catalyst for spiritual growth, we hope to 
help more people understand the value and importance 
of committing to some kind of weekly study. 

�ere are classes available every Sunday at 10 a.m. for 
everyone from ages 3 - 99. Childcare is provided for 
anyone ages 2 and under. Some of the highlights from 
this year include:

Kingdom Quest (Preschool through Grade 5) dug into 
God’s Word through small groups—or “�ocks” as we 
call them—and large group (puppets, drama and 
music). Our kids are learning to know and follow 
Jesus everyday!

Dr. Phil Reed taught an adult class on Apologetics, 
which can be de�ned as “reasoned arguments for the 
faith.” �e class explored topics like Miracles, the 
Existence of God, Creation and more. �e discussion 
was lively and challenging as 64 participants were 
called to think deeply and re�ect on what God’s Word 
teaches about these areas.

Forty-two people (students in grades 3 and 4 and their 
parents/grandparents) took part in Everyday Faith: 
My Bible where they learned Bible basics together and 
made a commitment to reading the Bible together at 
home (or in the car or wherever they are together!). 
�e class, taught by Marsha Peth and Lisa Cross, uses 
games, activities, drama, and fun to teach the kids and 
parents about God’s Word.

Sunday School Now
Other adult classes o�ered were Experiencing God, 
Making Children Mind Without Losing Yours, Paul’s 
Prison Letters, and Lifetree Café Re-visited, where 
we brought back some previous episodes of Lifetree 
Café and had more discussion about the topics from 
God’s Word. 



In this “Year of Youth” we have been inclined to give greater emphasis to our youth program 
in all its phases. The future of our congregation depends upon a constant supply of our 
young people being trained to take their place in responsible positions as they grow in 
stature, age and wisdom.

— Floyd Hartman, Outgoing President
1960 Annual Report

Youth Ministry Then

Youth ministry continues to be an important piece of 
our overall ministry at First Trinity. Starting in grade 
6, students are taught truth from God’s Word in our 
Youth Ministry program through the Cornerstone 
Con�rmation classes and events, and through 
Crossroads BaseCamp and other youth activities. 

Many of our current and former youth are serving in 
various ministries at First Trinity. �ere are many 
current and former youth leading worship in various 
bands. Several more serve as shepherds at Kingdom 
Quest, our Sunday School ministry for children in 
preschool through grade 5. Kevin Cross, active in 
our youth ministry in the late 1980’s, is even 
currently serving as Ministry Council President. We 
are so thankful for the long-term ministry 
opportunities this presents as individuals and families 
worship and serve together across generations.

The Freedom FIGHT
Students from three churches gathered at First Trinity in 
February to explore the topic of human tra�cking through 
various hands-on experiences. It included a role-playing 
game acting as investigators trying to get the information 
they needed to rescue a child from slavery and prosecute the 
slave owners.  

We collected donations for a drop-in center that will soon 
open on the west side of Bu�alo for women who are at risk 
or being exploited through sex tra�cking. �at afternoon 
we picked up paint brushes and cleaning supplies and 
transformed a house into that drop-in center through 
P.A.T.H. (People Against Tra�cking Humans) of WNY. 
Students also wrote letters to investigators that are working 
through Exodus Road, the organization we partnered with 
for Advent Conspiracy. Our letters launched a national 
campaign to encourage others to write notes to investigators 
who, by the necessary secrecy of their work, don’t get 
appreciated often. You can read some of the notes our 
students wrote and join in to write your own at 
www.�eExodusRoad.com/letters-frontlines.  

Oh... and with Freedom FIGHT we raised $366 that was 
split between 3 organizations (P.A.T.H. of WNY, 
International Justice Mission, and World Vision) that are 
�ghting human tra�cking at home and abroad.

Youth Ministry Now

Above: Eleven students and adults went to Cleveland, TN for a 
week of activities, games, Bible study, and worship, all aimed 
toward serving others in Jesus’ name in their everyday lives.
Right: Fifteen students were con�rmed this year. Here they are 
having “Fake Fun” during the group photos.



Our outreach to the community is the keystone of the Christian Life Committee’s program 
for 1959, as it was in 1958. “Kingdom Workers” is the title given to the new group...

— Milton W. Burow, Christian Life Committee Chairman

Our greatest missions must always take place through our churches where people are being 
won for the Kingdom every week through some kind of “Kingdom Workers” plan. ... Their 
chief function is to welcome newcomers in our community to our church. ... I firmly believe 
that under God’s blessing the future growth of First Trinity lies in the willingness of her 
members to serve in this capacity.

— John F. Panning, Pastor
1958 Annual Report

Community Outreach Then

Short-term mission trips have been a big part of the 
ministry in this place for the last decade. Youth and 
adults have gone to Haiti, China, India, Jamaica, New 
Orleans, New Jersey and many other locations around 
the country to serve others in Jesus’ name. More 
recently, we have started being more intentional about 
reaching our own community. 

�e sending cloth ritual that 
we use in worship to send 
out mission teams has been 
re-designed. While these 
trips are to be celebrated and 
held up as good examples of 
serving others, the truth is 
that God’s people impacting 
their own community by 
serving wherever God has 
planted them is far more 
e�ective. Did you know that 
you are a missionary right 
now? Whether you serve as a 
teacher or a business person, a medical professional 
or in customer support, you have a unique 
opportunity to be a witness to others through your 
words and actions.

While we serve individually in our community this 
way, we also serve together through Saturday of 
Service, our one-day service ministry program, held 
quarterly, to compassionately serve others in the WNY 
community in Jesus’ name.

Community Outreach Now
Recently, we were pleased to partner once again with West 
Side Ministries of Bu�alo (WSM). A crew of 20 gathered at 
the New To You �rift Store on Grant Street in Bu�alo to 
tackle the monumental task of organizing and clearing out 
their basement warehouse in preparation for a move to 
new facilities across the street. �e job seemed a bit 
overwhelming at �rst but many hands, big hearts and a 

little sweat made quick and 
e�cient work of it. 

It was after completing the job 
that we discovered how God’s 
hand had truly been at work. 
�e thrift store sta� had been 
earnestly praying for assistance, 
recognizing it would have taken 
their few workers months to 
�nish what we accomplished in a 
day. However, our original plan 
was not to be with WSM that 
day. �rough a series of 
circumstances our original plan 

fell through and we reached out to WSM. As it turns out 
we came to them when they needed us the most. God 
blessed their ministry through our hands that day and in 
turn will bless many others through their work. It was a 
wonderful and very satisfying to be used by God in such 
an awesome way.

You are an important part in God’s plan to reach this 
community. Look for opportunities to share His love with 
others wherever you are and to serve together with God’s 
people through Quarterly Saturday of Service events.

Saturday of Service Participants at New To You �rift Store



Many people have a negative perception of the church 
at large. Whether they have been hurt in the past by a 
“church-goer” or the church itself, some people will 
never set foot inside a church for the purpose of 
“going to church.” At the same time, Christians are 
looking for ways to invite their friend, neighbor, or 
even a family member, to encounter God. 

At First Trinity, all people are important and we love 
them because God �rst loved us. �is includes those 
in our community who are turned o� by the church. 
Because of this, First Trinity embarked on a new 
ministry to provide an opportunity for you to invite 
people to enounter God in a new and unique way at 
Lifetree Café. Here’s how it works: You invite someone 
to join you at Lifetree Café. We provide a relaxing, 
structured experience where a topic is presented 
through an engaging video, followed by real 
conversation. �e stage is set for you to talk about 
how your faith relates to the topic of the day in a safe 
environment for both you and your guest. Carolyn 
Doster shared this about a recent Lifetree Café:

We had a nice group of people to discuss the Tuskegee 
Airman, a story about persevering in life and doing your 

You’ve probably heard that we have a website at 
FirstTrinity.com. But did you know there are free 
resources available to you and others all around the 
world to help you grow spiritually? From devotion 
booklets to parenting resources to recorded sermons, 
God’s Word is resounding around the world. 

Sharing Jesus with an Increasingly Unchurched Community

Using Technology to Reach Around the World

best, even when you are not recognized for your e�orts. We had 
two new visitors as well as a number of infrequent guests. 
Randy Edgington who was presenting, stated he would gladly 
stick around and present the session on “Fracking” again.

One of the �rst-time guests, let’s call him Joe, stayed for both 
sessions, along with some others. I had the honor of sitting 
with Joe for both sessions; he mentioned he was in a precarious 
situation, but would reveal no more. Joe had strong opinions 
and at the end of the two-hour marathon, Joe went to each of 
the four remaining folks to individually thank them for their 
time. He told me that the evening taught him that he could 
have an intellectual conversation with real people, and he was 
thankful. Ron Opferbeck talked with him as they walked 
out together.

We don’t know what is on Joe’s heart, but God placed him at 
Lifetree Café with a few folks willing to take the time to talk 
about life. But he also heard a little bit of the good news, that 
Jesus died for us, that the world was designed by God, and we 
are His.

Lifetree Café happens every Monday from 7 - 8 p.m. in 
our co�eehouse-like basement. Who is God putting on 
your heart to invite to encounter Him at Lifetree Café?

Steven DePlato, a First Trinity member deployed in the 
military, recently wrote to us about the sermon recordings:

Can you thank everyone at church for putting the sermons 
online? It is great to try and stay active when I am so far 
away. And it makes me feel closer to home.



During July a Vacation Bible School was conducted at the chapel with good results. 
Enrollment was about 80. Volunteer teachers carried out the teaching program.

— John E. Meyer, Senior Pastor
1956 Annual Report

Vacation Bible School Then

Weird Animals VBS was a wild, wonderful, wacky 
week where kids learned about the one-of-a-kind love 
of Jesus. Director Tracy Bramwell led over 200 
volunteers who helped kids learn these Bible points:

Even when you’re left out... Jesus loves you!
Even though you’re di�erent... Jesus loves you!
Even when you don’t understand... Jesus loves you!
Even though you do wrong... Jesus loves you!
Even when you’re afraid... Jesus loves you!

Andrea Fabian, who was the leader for Preschool 
games, told a great story about running into one of the 
kids that she taught at an area playground. After asking 
Andrea to push her on the swing and hanging out with 
her a little bit, this little girl headed to a new and 
bigger part of the play area, obviously tentative. All of a 
sudden, Andrea heard her say out loud, “Even when 
you’re afraid... Jesus loves you!” Andrea says, “It made 
my whole day! God is good!” God’s truth, taught at 
VBS, helping kids live out their everyday lives!

Cindy O’Keefe, who led the KidVid video station 
said this: 

�e KidVid cinema was a great success. �e kids shared 
experiences about being di�erent, being bullied, being 
afraid, etc. and seemed to understand that Jesus loves them 
through it all! Marsha Peth and Becca Can�eld did a 
super job with the crew leaders. We are so blessed to have 
them all. 

It is really cool to see how these young adults have 
grown to serve and love the Lord! I was also honored to 
speak with some of the parents as I was “checking” 
them out at the end of VBS. Everyone I asked said their 
kids loved coming to First Trinity for VBS and were 
very pleased with what their children were learning!

“Transforming our world, one life at a time...”

— Sue Steege, Director of Transformation Ministry

Vacation Bible School Now

Registered VolunteersCrews

Donated to give clean drinking water
to children in India

236

$452.26

63 204



Did you know that First 
Trinity helped start Pioneer 
Camp and Retreat Center in 
1945? Many in our church 
have had a special 
connection with Pioneer 
Camp in the years since, so 
it was �tting that we kick o� 
the “o�cial” celebration of 
our 175th year as a people of 
God by enjoying His 
creation at camp. 

Our thanks to Marty and 
Carolyn Doster and Je� 
and Sandra Rice, who led 
many volunteers in planning 
and hosting the event. We 
were able to worship 
together at the outdoor 
chapel and give thanks to 
God for His blessings to us!

Celebrating 175 Years at Camp Pioneer
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SAVE  THE DATES

An entertaining 
afternoon with 

good friends and 
delicious food!

Banquet
Sunday, October 5

Classics V
1 p.m.

Community Festival
Saturday, September 20

First Trinity
1 - 5 p.m.

Carnival games, dunk tank, 
bounce house, live music, 
outdoor tent, ethnic food, 

on-site service projects, our 
heritage on display, photo ops, 

Lifetree Café, and more!

Celebrating 175 Years as a people of God!

Join us for a new all-church book study 
this fall, as we explore 40 Days of Love.

for 
You were made 

relationships.

October 2014

Friendships, Siblings, Co-workers, Spouse, Children, Neighbors...
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