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The Gifts of the Spirit
Chuck Whited, Senior Pastor

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware… Therefore I make known to you that no one 
speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus is accursed”; and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 

1 Corinthians 12:1, 3

Paul introduces chapter 12 of 1 Corinthians with the above 
statement. He is setting the foundation for his teaching 
about spiritual gifts. This is an important concept for us 
to understand. If you believe and confess Jesus is the Lord 
of your life, it is because the Holy Spirit lives in you. You 
simply cannot believe without the Holy Spirit.

Now follow the logic: If you believe in Jesus, you have 
the Holy Spirit living in you. It is that same Holy Spirit 
that empowers you to serve God and people. The way He 
does that is by giving you divine gifts. When you became 
a believer, He gave you supernatural gifts, or what we call 
spiritual gifts. They are gifts that flow from Him and His 
power. Then Paul goes on to list many–not all–of the gifts 
the Holy Spirit gives. He makes sure to point out that they 
are not simply natural abilities, but divinely given gifts. 

Paul emphasizes that these gifts have a purpose. The Holy 
Spirit doesn’t just give us gifts at random. He gives each 

believer various gifts so we can work together to build up 
the kingdom of God. We weren’t made to do this alone. 
God works with us and He calls us to work together.

In this report, you will read about people using their gifts 
and abilities to serve God and His people. This report is 
filled with wonderful testimonies of the joy that comes 
from serving the way God has gifted you to serve. 

At the end of this report you will learn how you can 
discover spiritual gifts by taking the spiritual gifts inventory. 
Make sure to talk to someone about how you can get 
involved and use your gifts. Just try it for a while and see 
how it goes. Discover the joy of being used by God to 
transform our world, one life at a time, through the power 
of God’s living Word!

Baptisms
Ezra Jason Krentz (10/18/2015)
Cooper Daniel Burow (11/8/2015)
Blake Carter Polley (11/21/2015)
Bonnie Ann Sugrue (11/22/2015)
Eric Grey Sugrue (11/22/2015)
Nadya Anova Tysick (12/13/2015)
Lily Diane Tangeman (12/26/2015)
Nathaniel James Glass (1/10/2016)
Alexis Joanna Rae Russell (1/31/2016)
Caleb Christopher O’Dea (1/31/2016)

Deaths
Ruth Innes (10/4/2015)
Carl Streufert (11/10/2015)
Paul Zimmerman (11/23/2015)
Carlton Roberts (12/16/2015)
Richard Zaciewski (12/17/2015)
Beverly Archer (12/18/2015)
Martha Schulz (12/19/2015)

New Members
Harris and Jennifer Bartz (9/13/2015)
Gabrielle Bessey (9/13/2015)
Don and Jan Derk (9/13/2015)
Amy Ertel (9/13/2015)
Dominic and Jennifer Florio (9/13/2015)
Eileen Healy (9/13/2015)
Ruth Innes (9/13/2015)
Brad and Faith Jacoby (9/13/2015)
Dave and Vicki Kaczmarowski (9/13/2015)
Mike and Laurie Kinsella (9/13/2015)
Bob and Linda Kopec (9/13/2015)
Evelyn Roberts (9/13/2015)
Joanne Wood (9/13/2015)
Paul and Kathy D’Angelis, Elizabeth (11/22/2015)
Wayne and Biby Millen (11/22/2015)
Dave and Donna Scheifla (11/22/2015)
Bonnie Sugrue, Eric (11/22/2015)
Robin Wright (11/22/2015)
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Pages 4-5: Getting to Know that Still, Small 
Voice in My Head
Bonnie Sugrue shares how she became a Christ-follower 

and learned to listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit.

Page 6: Walking with a Group of Girls
Julie Miller talks about the joy of being a small group 
leader for a group of Middle School girls.

Page 7: Ministering Through Prayer
Debbie Canfield helped a co-worker through a difficult 
time by joining Jesus in what He was already doing and 
being willing to pray with her friend.

Page 8: Connecting with God in a Fresh Way
Barb Reardon helps others connect with God and others 
at Lifetree Café.

Page 9: Let God Use You
Michelle Ciminelli uses her gifts as an educator to train 
teachers in Haiti.

Pages 10-11: Encountering God in Worship
Elisa Nye recounts how she has grown closer to Jesus 
through worship and prayer.

Page 12: Giving Update
Read how God is providing for the mission and ministry of 
First Trinity through the generous support of His people, as 
well as an update from Ugandan Water Project about our 
Special Christmas Offering.

Page 13: Expanding to Reach Even More Families
Andrea Fabian details how the Preschool has touched her 
own life and how God is using her to reach even more 
families after our recent expansion.

Page 14: Celebrating the New Life of Bev Archer
Mary Lou Hartnett brings God’s love to Bev Archer, joining 
with many others in caring for Bev as she passes away in the 
arms of Jesus.

Page 15: Shepherding God’s Kids
Becky Boccolucci serves as a Shepherd in our Sunday School 
program for kids in grades 1-5. Read about how she gets to 
bring God’s Word to kids in fun and interactive ways.

Page 15: News from the Ministry Council
Jennifer Tresch gives us an update on what the Ministry 
Council has been up to since she was elected.

Back Cover: Discover Your Spiritual Gifts
Find out how to identify your Spiritual Gifts and how to 
best use them in service to God and others.
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My best friend, Sharon Wolff, has been planting mustard 
seeds in me for the last two years. I would observe how 
she lived her life, her involvement with St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church in Batavia, her trips to Haiti with the First Trinity 
team, and doing her devotions. About a year ago, I felt the 
most substantial calling I have ever experienced in my life 
and it has been growing stronger ever since. As someone who 
had no relationship with God whatsoever and knew virtually 
nothing about the Bible, this was very strange territory for 
me. A voice inside my head was calling me to do more with 
my life than my big corporate job would allow. To give more 
of myself. To use my talents, time, energy, and resources in 
ways that would benefit others more than myself.

September, 2014. I had just lost 150 pounds and was faced 
with the very tall task of maintaining the weight loss. Then, 
for the first time since I had been diagnosed 10 years prior, 
I experienced two Multiple Sclerosis relapses, one of which 
made me lose some muscle control in my foot for about three 
weeks. This prompted me to do the unthinkable in March of 
2015, walking away from the job I loved. I took a job that 
would still leverage my professional skills (recruiting) but in a 
much smaller company that required fewer hours and would 
take up less of my mental and physical energy. 

Feeling too embarrassed to even ask my best friend, I 
Googled “how to pray.” It gave me basic steps to follow: 
give thanks for everything you’re grateful for; confession; 
ask for what you need; praise God. Simple enough, right? 
So I started praying every day. I didn’t know why—I just 
felt extremely compelled to do so. The more I prayed, the 
more I was hearing these messages practically screaming at 
me, guiding me in my life choices. I dug out the Bible my 
grandmother gave to me and my husband as a wedding gift. 
Feeling overwhelmed, I asked Sharon where to begin and 
she said “Start with Matthew, then John. Get to know about 
Jesus first.” So I did just that.

I wanted to try going to church, so Sharon took me to hers. 
I loved it! When I wanted to find a church near my home, 
she recommended First Trinity. We went to a Saturday service 
together. Later, I asked my 16 year old son Eric if he would 
have an interest in going “church shopping” with me. I told 

him that I was being called to go and that if he wanted to 
experience church and see if this might be good for him, I’d 
love to have him join me. He quickly said yes (much to my 
surprise, frankly!) and I picked out four churches to try.

First Trinity was 
our first stop. I 
loved it when 
I had attended 
with Sharon and 
wanted to go 
back. We agreed 
that we would 
attend service, 
then go out to 
lunch after and 
evaluate our 
experience and 
compare churches 
week after week 
until we found one 
that we liked. We went to the contemporary service and as 
soon as we selected our pew, Pastor Chuck and Sue Steege 
came up to us and greeted us personally. Sharon told them 
we would be attending and this made a huge, welcoming 
impression on me, but especially on Eric. We didn’t even 
make it to the car when Eric said to me how much he loved 
it. He said he felt so welcomed and at peace. He loved the 
music and felt so uplifted.

Rather than going to another church the following week, 
Eric decided it would be best if we went back to First Trinity 
because it would take more than one time to really get a feel 
for it. So we went back the following week and on the way to 
the car, he said, “Well Mom, I think this is a one stop shop! 
I don’t see any reason to keep looking. This is the place.” I 
couldn’t have agreed more!

I found myself frequently brought to tears during Pastor 
Chuck’s sermons. That still, small voice inside me as I prayed 
each day and during Pastor’s messages would speak to me. 
I would ask Sharon to explain the things I heard that week. 
For example, Pastor kept referring to “the Father, the Son and 

Getting to Know that Still, Small Voice in My Head
Bonnie Sugrue, New Member (November 2015)

Eric and Bonnie
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the Holy Spirit.” I get the “Father” and the 
“Son” part, but what exactly is this Holy 
Spirit? What is this Trinity? This other 
being? When Sharon explained who the 
Holy Spirit is, it was like she introduced me 
to the voice that had been speaking to me 
for all of these months. I couldn’t believe 
it—I’m not crazy, it’s the Holy Spirit!

Eric and I attended the new member class 
and learned so much about the church, its 
rich history, the leadership and structure, 
its mission and principles. We also learned 
about baptism. We hadn’t felt right about 
taking communion for months as we were 
not baptized and both of us felt very ready 
and eager to be baptized and truly begin our journey. When we 
asked Pastor about it, he immediately stepped up and we were 
baptized that very next week. What an incredible experience!

I believe that while Jesus is happy with many of the changes I 
have made in my life, He had even more in mind for me. This 
past January, I felt His call to quit my job and open my own 
recruiting practice. Working from home would give me ultimate 
freedom and flexibility to follow His path. He is drawing me 
like a very powerful magnet to test the waters in many areas of 
the church right now and see where my spiritual gifts and talents 
may be beneficial. Eric and I have had the opportunity to do 
a reading, light a candle on the Advent wreath, cook food for 
the homeless, bake treats weekly for the post-service fellowship 
and most recently serve as ushers. I sang in the Vespers choir, 
attended an LWML meeting and a Lifetree Café discussion, and 
met with Marsha Peth to learn about all of the care ministries. 
I don’t know exactly what God has in mind for me, but I do 
believe that it’s bigger than anything I ever had in mind for 

Bonnie (2nd right) and Sharon (2nd left) sing together in an acapella quartet. 
They recently used their gifts to bring joy to some of our members  
who are homebound as they visited with them and sang songs. 
They also sang a few songs after worship that same weekend.

myself and that this journey I am on is going to lead 
me to where He wants me to be. 

I am still brought to tears most weeks at church. I read 
my devotional books every day and look at the Bible 
verse I pull from the jar of Scripture notes given to me 
the day I became a member at First Trinity, so often 
wondering the same thing as when I am listening to 
the message at church: “How did you know to say 
this to me today?” The Holy Spirit and I have become 
“buds” and I talk to Jesus about everything. I literally 
envision Him sitting next to me in the car or being 
face to face with me when I am praying. I don’t know 
how the rest of the world does it, but this is how He is 
speaking to me and I am trying to listen carefully and 
be obedient. As an ignorant, sinful creature, I don’t 
know why God decided to get my attention but I keep 
hearing “Don’t worry. Just have faith.” The more I 
follow this advice, the happier I am. I have never felt 
more optimistic about the future!

Everyone has a “next step” with Jesus, whether you have known Him your whole life, or are just hearing about Him. If you aren’t sure 
what your next step is, we would love to help you figure that out! Contact Sue Steege (ssteege@FirstTrinity.com, 716-835-2220), 

Jason Christ (jchrist@FirstTrinity.com, 716-835-2220) or Marsha Peth (mpeth@FirstTrinity.com, 716-691-5799) for assistance.
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Walking with a Group of Girls 
Julie Miller, Confirmation Small Group Leader

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself 
and express my excitement about working with the youth 
Confirmation class. My husband, George, and I became 
members of First Trinity in May 2015. We had been looking 
to reconnect with our faith and become more involved in our 
community. We were drawn to First Trinity from the very 
first service that we attended due to the sincere welcome we 
received and that instant feeling of belonging.

I’ve always felt that God has a plan for all of us, and I have 
wanted to explore any opportunities presented to me along 
my journey that will allow me to express my appreciation for 
every day that we’re blessed with life. When Jason Christ 
asked me if I wanted to help with confirmation, I had this 
overwhelming sense of purpose that this was the sign that I 
was looking for. 

And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 
the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
Acts 2:42 (ESV) 

I truly enjoy being a small group leader at confirmation not 
only because of what I’m learning myself, but because I care 
deeply about each of the children. I have eight girls in my 
group, a mix of grades 7 and 8. We spend about an hour and 
a half together at each class. We have opportunity to talk and 
share about our week, learn about the topic for the night 
as Jason teaches, and then break into small group time for 
discussion about the topic. Sometimes we even “break bread” 
together as we share some baked goods at class.

I believe strongly that they are growing spiritually and have 
been observing their enthusiasm in class. The girls are all so 
eager to read verses to the class, and when we break off into 
small group time, they all relate to each other on a personal 
level and connect with the topics being discussed. I’ve enjoyed 
seeing their added involvement in activities at the church. 

They are all talented, smart, sincere, unique, good-natured, 
high-spirited, funny, and beautiful young ladies. The time I’ve 
had to bond with them has been a blessing to me and made 
an immeasurable impact on my life. I’m so grateful for this 
opportunity and I look forward to our weekly classes.

Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the 
believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in 
faith, in purity. 1 Timothy 4:12

Youth Ministry at First Trinity
Youth ministry is divided into two groups: Middle 
School (Cornerstone) and High School (Crossroads). 
Youth generally meet on Thursday evenings, but there are 
additional events, retreats, lock-ins, and mission trips that 
happen on other days as well.

We believe God’s Word is just as relevant to teens as it is to 
each of us. We teach truth from the Bible and help students 
apply it to their daily lives. We provide opportunities to 
gather and build relationships, use the gifts God has given 
His kids to serve, and grow closer to Jesus together.

To find out more about getting your students involved, or to 
volunteer, contact Jason Christ (jchrist@FirstTrinity.com) 
or Bekah Freed (rfreed@FirstTrinity.com). We would love 
to have your kids involved with us, but we also know you are 
the most influential person in the life of your teen. 

We’ve set up a resource section at FirstTrinity.com for 
parents and others 
investing in the lives 
of children. Check the 
“resources” tab each 
month to see what’s new 
or to sign up for our 
monthly emails. Don’t 
see what you need? Let 
us know and we’ll help 
you find the resources 
you need!

Youth Workcamp Team

Julie Miller and Haley
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Ministering Through Prayer
Deb Canfield, Joining Jesus Participant

My family and I have been members of First Trinity for 17 years. Throughout these 
years I have participated in Middle School and High School ministries, Workcamp 
mission trips, Vacation Bible School, Saturday of Service and various other 
congregational committees and events.

First Trinity continually encourages people to dig into the Word, grow spiritually, 
and to spread the Gospel to others. Through worship, Sunday School classes, life \
group, and relationships shared within the faith community, I have become more 
rooted in my faith. Of particular enjoyment have been the all-church book studies 
that enable everyone to participate in the same study, through large and small group 
discussion. The most recent study, Joining Jesus on His Mission, was instrumental in 
moving me out of my comfort zone and taking the next step in my prayer journey. 

I believe in the power of prayer. I spend time in prayer each day and am comforted 
by my daily conversations with God. But it’s always been more of a “personal” habit. 
It’s not unusual for me to offer to pray for someone in need, but I was terrified I 
wouldn’t have the “right words” to pray out loud if I offered to pray with them. The 
chapter on “Ministering Through Prayer” really hit home for me. It said I could be 
an “everyday missionary” by actually praying with the person right in that moment. 

God was speaking right to me. It made sense, but could I do it? The chapter lingered 
with me: make the offer, keep the prayer simple, it’s not about getting the words 
right, but about inviting my King into the situation. Hearing again that I did not 
have to have the “right words” was prayer-changing for me. I reminded myself that 
I’m not doing the work for Jesus, but joining Him in what He is already doing.

Toward the end of the book study, I noticed an opportunity to pray with one of my 
coworkers. She received a phone call prompting her to gather her materials to rush 
home. Doctors had discovered her husband had a very aggressive form of cancer 
during some pre-surgical tests for his upcoming back surgery.

My immediate, go-to response was to tell her I would be praying for her, but then 
I was led to ask if we could pray together before she left. She nodded, so I bowed 
my head and said a simple prayer before she went on her way. Later that night she 
sent me a text thanking me for my prayer that morning. She told me that she hasn’t 
been to church in years and didn’t really know how or what to pray, so she just kept 
repeating my prayer over and over throughout the day. Simple prayers. Jesus was 
already at work and I had just joined Him on His mission. Yes, I could do this!

My coworker’s husband passed away only nine days later. Her grief is intense and 
the daily struggle is real. But in that sadness, new opportunities to pray with and for 
my coworker have been revealed. I look forward to those opportunities when we talk 
about trusting God, exchange prayer texts, and pray together in her office. Make the 
offer. Simple prayers. This is how I can join Jesus’ mission every day.

164
Total Participants

6
Weeks, Starting
October 4, 2015

16
Small Groups

26
Small Group Hosts

What's Next?

We are planning 
another all-church 

study for Fall 2016. If 
you are interested in 
being a host, or have 

book suggestions, 
contact Sue Steege.

Call/Text: 716-440-5025
Email: ssteege@FirstTrinity.com
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Connecting with God in a Fresh Way
Barb Reardon, Lifetree Café Host

Three years ago I was asked to be a part of a new outreach program called 
Lifetree Café. I was intrigued and nervous, but was ready for something 
new in my life. As I look back, I think of the people that have been 
touched by this program, myself included, and I am so glad I said “yes”. 

I was honored to be asked to host one Monday evening a month. It 
was fun to become acquainted with so many awesome people at First 
Trinity—some I knew well and others I met for the first time. Our team 
was well-trained and prepared for this new program. We were ready to 
reach out to our church and community and have some conversations.

Lifetree is held every Monday on the Lower Level from 7 to 8 p.m. 
Light refreshments and coffee are available, and tables are set up in small 
groups of four. We dim the lights and soften the atmosphere with candles 
and music. This is an inviting environment meant to make everyone feel 
comfortable and welcome. 

We start each night with Lifetree’s motto: “You are welcome just as you 
are. Your thoughts are welcome, your doubts are welcome. God is here, 
ready to connect with you in a fresh way.” This is important because 
we want participants to know that they are invited to share in the 
conversations or simply listen.

We have welcomed many of our First Trinity members into conversation. 
We have also been blessed to see friends, family members, and first-
timers join us. Some are there because they are interested in the topic 
or enjoy the fellowship. Others come to check out the program and our 
facility, or for a warm building and a cup of coffee. No matter the reason, 
all are welcome, and I believe all are touched in some way. 

My faith has grown while serving at Lifetree Café. As a host, I facilitate 
the evening conversation, sharing some of my life experiences with the 
group and then stepping back and listening to others’ stories. Some 
of our topics have been considered controversial and have provided 
conversation on both sides of the issue, but the environment has always 
remained respectful. God is definitely present every Monday. We are 
reminded of His teachings in every topic by Scripture that is relevant to 
today’s issues.

If you haven’t had the opportunity, or just don’t know what Lifetree is 
all about, I invite you to come and have a conversation. You may be 
personally touched by your experience, or you just may be a part of the 
conversation that someone else needed to hear. I look forward to seeing 
you there!

March 7
Reincarnation

March 21
Conspiracies

March 14
How to Live to 100

April 4
Intimacy Anorexia

March 28
No Lifetree Café This Week

In order for our weekly 
volunteers to enjoy a long 

holiday, Lifetree Café will not 
meet the day after Easter.

March 11
Angels Among Us

Interested in helping with Lifetree Café? Contact 
Marty and Carolyn Doster (adoster@verizon.net)
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Haiti mission trips are always an exciting event 
for the family of First Trinity. Folks participate 
in so many ways, whether it’s providing 
supplies to send down, being a prayer partner, 
supporting Mission Madness, or traveling to 
this beautiful country in person. It is a treat to 
see what God is doing in Haiti and how He 
plans to use each of our talents in ways beyond 
our imagination.

As an educator, I was interested in visiting the 
school of the First Lutheran Church in Les 
Cayes, where some of the youngest children 
from the orphanage attend. I made the request 
to Renee Gietz, our trip coordinator, who 
forwarded the wish on to the principal of 
the school. The reply came back that they 
would love to have me come visit and conduct 
a professional development seminar with 

the teachers, specifically focusing 
on science teaching techniques. 
This was more than I anticipated or 
was prepared for, but it was a clear 
reminder that God’s plans are bigger 
than ours and “that we can do all things 
through Him.” (Philippians 4:13)  
Being invited into the school was also 
a strong testament to the loving and 
trusting relationship that First Trinity 
has formed with the Children of Israel 
Orphanage and the community of Les 
Cayes for over a decade.

The educational system in Haiti is fascinating, as are many other facets of 
Haiti! Contrary to the United States where it is compulsory for children to 
go to school, only two-thirds of Haitian children attend elementary school. 
Of those two-thirds, fewer than 30% reach grade 6. The primary method 
of instruction is recitation and rote memorization, which is not always 
the most effective way to learn. As a goal of introducing various teaching 
strategies, the focus of my seminar was on cooperative, hands-on, and 
critical thinking techniques that could be used for science instruction as well 
as for teaching other subjects. 

Fourteen teachers and the principal attended the professional development 
seminar, which took place during two consecutive afternoons. With the 
assistance of a translator, we examined specific content knowledge about 
buoyancy and the five senses, and explored a variety of teaching strategies 
that promote active learning. Anne Miller and Patti Plotner joined me 
in these efforts and together with the Haitian teachers of First Lutheran 
Church School of Les Cayes we laughed, learned, and gained mutual respect 
for each other. We have been asked to return again next year, with the intent 
of inviting teachers from other local schools to join us for the training. God’s 
plan is so great!

Sometimes God asks us to step out of our comfort zones, 
and asks bigger things of us than we could ever imagine. 
I believe this is so we remember to seek our strength 
through Him, and to give Him the glory. Whether in 
Haiti, at home, school, work, or elsewhere, ask how God 
can use you and the talents He has given you, and trust 
that He will provide opportunities to glorify Him.

Let God Use You
Michelle Ciminelli, Haiti Missionary

Want to know more about getting involved with Haiti Missions? 
Contact Jaime Christ (jaimechrist@gmail.com)



10

I first stumbled onto First Trinity sometime in the summer 
of 1999. I was driving to Target and caught a glimpse of the 
contemporary worship sign with the big colorful picture of an 
electric guitar. I was drawn like a moth to a flame. Things were 
pretty stagnant in my personal life at that time and I was looking 
for something more fulfilling. 

My involvement with the church had been fairly sporadic growing 
up. Most of my church experiences involved attending mainly 
Catholic services with friends on holidays and a short period of 
time attending a protestant church in Amherst. I remember it 
being a pretty somber experience. I got very little out of church, 
and when I did attend, I found myself counting the minutes until 
the service was over.

When I attended my first service at First Trinity, I immediately 
could feel there was something different about this church. Not 
only did the music draw me, but I could feel such a positive 
energy. The people in the church were actually smiling, looked 
genuinely happy to be there, and the message actually had some 
relevance to what was going on in my life.

After the service, one of the first people I ran into was Carolyn 
Doster. I grew up across the street from Carolyn but I hadn’t seen 
her in years. We got to chatting and after telling her it was my 
first visit to the church and my interest in the worship band, she 
immediately introduced me to several of the band members. Lo 
and behold, a future “blue band” member was born.

That service was the beginning of a new journey for me. Not only 
did it lead me to become involved in something I loved–music–it 
also led me down a path of religious discovery, learning about who 
Jesus really is and laying a foundation towards slowly building a 
relationship with Him.

I must admit, I was a pretty hard sell. I had a hard time accepting 
that our God was a loving God. I have an extremely difficult time 
believing that when bad things happen, it’s not because I’m being 
punished for something I did wrong. The fact that our God is a 
loving God, someone who wants us to be happy, who will forgive 
our sins and stand with us as we fall—this is something I’m 
learning to accept more and more every day.

And let us consider how to stir up one another 
to love and good works, not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 
one another, and all the more as you see the Day 
drawing near. Hebrews 10:24-25

People Are Coming More Often
God wants us to gather regularly to worship Him. 
We have always defined “regular” as “weekly”. 
Many people–even the unchurched–had this same 
understanding 50 years ago. But today, some 
consider weekly “regular”, while others consider 
monthly as “regular”. We want to help people move 
towards weekly worship, no matter what they believe 
about “regular” attendance. 

The chart below compares worship attendance for 
August through December. The blue box shows the 
number attending 4+ times that month. Green is 3 
times, orange is twice, and pink is once. The black 
number on the right is the total number of unique 
individuals in worship that month.

Encountering God in Worship
Elisa Nye, Band Member

August

September

October

December

November

Unique Individuals and 
Frequency in Worship
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My journey has also dramatically changed my views on what 
it is to be Christian. Yes, you can be a Christian, you can 
have a strong faith and you can still have fun! Some of my 
Christian friends are the most fun-loving, crazy people I 
know. And they are also fierce in their commitment to God 
and living a faith-based life.

During my journey, I have also discovered prayer through 
song. I find words to pray through the music. It is a 
powerful, emotional thing. So many times we’ll sing a song 
at church and, as we’re singing it, I think to myself, “Yes, 
that’s exactly what I want to pray!” or the words capture 
exactly what is in my heart. I can’t tell you how many times 
during a sermon, Pastor Chuck will quote Scripture and I 
will hear the tune of a song with that same verse running 
through my head. 

God has filled my life with some wonderful people during 
my journey, people that have enriched my life—people I 
cherish. My spiritual growth has been greatly influenced by 
so many of the wonderful people I have met at First Trinity. 
My fellow band members are some of the frontrunners in 

Elisa Nye, Annie Morris, and Bonnie Sugrue Leading Worship

this. They are a group of amazing 
people who befriended me, not only 
sharing my love of music, but also 
with whom I have laughed, cried, 
confided in, and prayed. Like me, 
they are in various stages of their own 
spiritual lives. 

When I find myself questioning 
my faith and pulling away from the 
church, being part of the worship 
band has kept me connected. There 
have been many times I’ve walked 
through the doors of the sanctuary 
for rehearsal feeling stressed, tired, 
or crabby, and slowly I start to feel 
a pull, a presence, a calmness, and 
a peace that envelops and pulls me 
back in.

Another wonderful and positive influence in my life is taking 
part in some of the Life Groups at First Trinity. I joined a 
Life Group last year that is made up of a fabulous group of 
people–many of whom are band members–who are around 
my age and share my love of music. I look forward to these 
get-togethers. We have fascinating and heart-felt discussions, 
many of which are centered around the Psalms. As someone 
who has had difficulty sitting down and reading (and 
comprehending) the Bible, these discussions have been so 
insightful and have helped me to understand the relevance of 
God’s Word in my life. 

I’ve looked out into the congregation so many times while 
we’re singing a song and felt such emotion watching people 
as they worship. I have seen people facing heart wrenching 
tragedy and it astounds me how unshakeable their faith is 
during these times. They will stand up and sing with tears 
streaming down their faces and worship with a fierceness that 
is sometimes foreign to me. I’ve seen how music impacts me 
and others in worship. It’s emotional and has the ability to 
bring people together in worship and praise of our great God!

Are you interested in helping in worship? There are opportunities to greet people as they enter our building, ushering, singing, playing 
instruments and more. Contact Jason Christ (jchrist@FirstTrinity.com, 716-860-5007) for more details about how to serve.
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Mission and Ministry Giving Update

A Word from Ugandan Water Project

MAKING
GIVING

EASYIn the Bible, 

people brought 

fruit, grain and 

goats to the temple.  Thankfully, 

we've made it a little easier for 

you to support the mission and 

vision of First Trinity. Here is a 

quick overview of the four ways 

you can donate to support 

ministries like the ones 

contained in this report.

FOUR

OPTION 1: ONLINE
Visit FTGives.com to make 
a quick donation or set up 
recurring giving.

OPTION 2: IN  WORSHIP
Give via check or cash during 
the o�ering at worship. If 
you’d like envelopes, we’d be 
happy to get you some!

OPTION 3:  MAIL
You can mail your gift to
1570 Niagara Falls Boulevard
Tonawanda, NY 14150

OPTION 4:  STOCKS
Contact Tim Hartnett at 
thartnett@FirstTrinity.com 
or 716-835-2220 for info.

$6,471 
was raised for Ugandan 
Water Project at the special 
offering on Christmas Eve.

I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of 
mine for you all making my prayer with joy, because of your partnership 
in the gospel from the first day until now. Philippians 1:3-5

Thank you so much for your faithful partnership in this ministry! We are 
slightly ahead of projected giving for the first half of the fiscal year. Your 
generous contributions help us make this a place where people are refreshed, 
recharged, and equipped to carry the Gospel beyond our physical building. 

Building for the Future, our capital 
campaign that paid for the elevator, 
parking lot, and the new entrance, is 
ending on May 31. We are projecting a 
deficit of approximately $34,000 versus 
pledged. If you would like to contribute 
to the campaign, give online at 
FTGives.com, mark your gift “BFTF”, 
or use the BFTF pew envelopes.
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Expanding to Reach Even More Families
Andrea Fabian, Head Teacher (2-Year-Olds)

I was first introduced to the preschool many years ago when 
my husband and I were looking for a preschool for our oldest 
daughter, who is now 12. In fact, the First Trinity Preschool 
is a large reason why my family and I started attending this 
church. My daughter loved coming to school here. The faculty 
helped her development as a 3-year-old in amazing ways, 
but more importantly, they reinforced how much Jesus loved 
her. We were so thrilled with her progress, and the love and 
support we all were surrounded with, that we decided to send 
our other three children here as well.

While my son was attending, I became an aide in the  
2-year-old class. It was such an amazing experience to witness 
the joy that 2-year-olds can be! As time progressed, God 
provided an opportunity for me to become the head teacher 
for the 2’s class. I was nervous at first, but after a lot of prayer 
and discussion with the staff at First Trinity and my family, 
I decided to apply for the position. God saw fit to bless me 
with the job, and I am grateful every day for it!

So what does a day in the life of a two year old attending 
First Trinity look like? Well, it all starts with a big welcome 
to the classroom. I want each child to know when they come 
to class that they are loved by me, Karin McGowan (our 

classroom aide), and all of the 
staff–but most importantly 
by Jesus! From there we sing 
songs, make crafts, play in 
the gym or outside (on our 
AWESOME new playground! 
#RockOnJonMorris) while 
centering all activities on a 
monthly Bible theme. By 
incorporating Jesus in all we 
do, we show the children the many different ways God shows 
His love to us.

In fact, we focus so much on Jesus I have even found myself 
growing spiritually. I have learned to immensely appreciate 
the simplistic beauty of things such as the flowers we plant 
on our playground or the warm sun shining through our 
classroom windows. I have also learned that while the Bible 
can sometimes be a little difficult to understand, it is also 
full of God’s basic truths: Love one another. Be kind to 
one another. Serve one another, and in doing so we all can 
glorify Christ!

But enough about me… Let’s talk about the exciting news 
going on with the First Trinity Preschool: We’re 
expanding! Well, we expanded! Due to the 
generous support of the people of First Trinity 
we were able to make some modifications 
to the preschool to make a new 2-year-old 
classroom and create an additional 4-year-old 
room. The added space and classes provide more 
opportunities to share Jesus’ love with even 
more students and their families! God is leading 
the way for us to reach so many more families in 
our community. Therefore, don’t forget to sign 
your little ones up for the upcoming school year 
and tell your friends and family to do the same. 
All the details are on our brand new Preschool 
website: FirstTrinityPreschool.com!
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Celebrating the New Life of Beverly Archer
Mary Lou Hartnett, Homebound Visitor and Friend to Bev

Our sister in Christ, Bev Archer, went to her heavenly home 
on December 18, 2015 at the age of 72. She had suffered 
many years from a chronic bronchial condition and ultimately 
COPD. A couple of years ago, Bev began signs of early stages 
of dementia and was moved to a facility that could provide 
her with the necessary care. It was at this time that God chose 
to renew my friendship with Bev. I give thanks that I “saw” 
her when He placed her before me.

My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 
John 15:12 

Bev was a soft-spoken and humble woman who loved her 
Lord and faithfully worshiped Him in this place for over 50 
years. First Trinity became a family for her. I first became 
friends with Bev as a member of the First Trinity Couples’ 
Bowling League in the early 80’s. When the church first began 
a small group ministry in the late 80’s, Bev was a member of 
our “Cell Group.” 

Later, she left our small group, but 
began growing friendships with 
other women from our church. 
Bible studies, playing cards and 
breakfast gatherings on Sunday 
mornings were regular occurrences 
for Bev. While we saw each other 
less frequently, we always greeted 
each other warmly when we met 
at Life Resources, where she was 
employed for many years, or at 
church services and events. God 
was keeping us connected.

A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for 
adversity. Proverbs 17:17 

When I became aware in Fall 2014 of Bev’s move to an 
assisted living facility, and later a memory care unit, I knew 
that God was putting her before me for a reason. I have 
been blessed throughout my life with a loving and caring 

family. This family has always included those with whom I 
worshiped—my brothers and sisters in Christ. I’ve never had 
to experience an illness or life-changing event alone. While I 
knew Bev had many in our church family who cared for her 
and would support her, it became clear to me that God had a 
greater role for me in her life.

My visits with her were God’s gift to me as much as to 
her. The joy in her face and her expressions of love and 
appreciation for my presence more than rewarded me for any 
inconvenience to my life in visiting her. I know that others 
were blessed by these same expressions of gratitude. As Bev 
moved closer to her heavenly home, many at First Trinity 
helped prepare and sell her earthly home, another act of love 
from this church family to our adopted sister. 

Two are better than one, because they have a good return 
for their labor: If either of them falls down, one can help 
the other up. But pity anyone who falls and has no one to 
help them up. Ecclesiastes 4:9-10

After Bev passed, many who loved 
her gathered to celebrate her new 
life. We read God’s Word, prayed, 
and sang praises to God. We 
laughed and cried as we shared 
stories and memories of how Bev 
had blessed our lives. As I reflect 
on my own acts of love for my 
dear sister in Christ—and those of 
many others—it’s easy to see how 
Bev benefited from that love. But 

as is often the case when we “join Jesus on His mission”, God 
multiplied the impact of those loving acts tenfold.

Jesus’ love was experienced through us by doctors, nurses, 
caregivers, other residents and her neighbors. I believe that 
many whom God is “working on” are touched by the prayers, 
devotions, selfless giving of time, and love they observe in His 
followers. All praise and thanks to God for the opportunities 
He places before us to join Him on His mission!

Back: Tim Hartnett, Mary Ann Milak-Young, Kathy Hein, Bev Archer, “Moose” 
Moosmann. Front: Mary Lou Hartnett, Susan Brese, June Moosmann, Jim Brese

Would you like to become a Homebound Visitor? We’ll provide some training and pair you with a member who is homebound that you 
can visit once a month, or more as you’re able. Contact Marsha Peth (mpeth@FirstTrinity.com, 716-691-5799) for details.
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News from the Ministry Council
Jennifer Tresch, Council President

My husband Gordon and I have been members of First 
Trinity since 1979. Our three children–Erin, Andrew and 
Matthew–were baptized, confirmed, and attended Preschool 
here. We now have grandchildren in the Preschool! I’ve served 
in varying capacities during my time at First Trinity, both in 
governance like the Ministry Council, and on ministry teams 
like Lifetree Café.

The Ministry Council develops and implements the policies 
and procedures necessary to conduct the legal, financial and 
general business affairs of the congregation. We also provide 
support and encouragement to the Pastor and staff in carrying 
out the mission and vision of the congregation. 

We usually meet every other month, alternating between 
meetings at church and in members’ homes. We are currently 
reviewing First Trinity’s governance policies, which guide the 
work of the Ministry Council and our working relationship 
with pastor. A tithe policy was recently adopted that will 

guide future mission giving and in the months ahead we 
will be developing an investment policy and reviewing First 
Trinity’s personnel manual.

Most of all, we want you to know that we are working on 
your behalf! Our job includes not only listening to the 
congregation–your ideas, concerns and values–but also 
reporting to the congregation to keep you informed of our 
progress in mission and ministry in this place. We are always 
available to receive your feedback and questions. You can 
direct it to me (gdtresch@verizon.net) or anyone else on the 
Ministry Council. Other members are:

Jim Brese, Vice-President (jbrese@aol.com)
Marlene Carr, Treasurer (carrjam7@gmail.com)
Wendy Binkley, Secretary (wjbink@roadrunner.com)
Heide Edgington (hr.edgington@roadrunner.com)
Pam Jones (famjones@roadrunner.com)
Jeff Weber (Jeff.Weber@remedystaff.com) 

Shepherding God’s Kids
Becky Boccolucci, Kingdom Quest Shepherd

Kingdom Quest, our Sunday School program for grades 1-5, 
is a fun way for kids to interact with God’s Word. The entire 
hour is geared towards them. When they arrive, we meet in 
flocks (small groups) based on grade level. This helps them 
form relationships with kids their own age and their shepherd, 
an adult small group leader. We spend 10-15 minutes 
introducing the day’s topic, then move to large group with 
the other flocks. The bulk of the learning happens here as kids 
dive into the story with skits, videos, and interactive activities. 
Afterwards, we split back up into our flocks and do a craft or 
activity that will help the lesson sink in.

About three years 
ago, I was approached 
by Sue Steege, who 
asked me if I would be 
interested in being a 
shepherd. After hearing 
more about the job, I 
agreed to do it. I have 

been a shepherd now for three years, and for most of them 
I have been with flock 3, which is our third graders. Becca 
Canfield and I both started right out of high school. We had 
served at Vacation Bible School for many years and felt that 
we would enjoy doing this. Josh Collins, another Young 
Adult, started as a shepherd when he was a Senior in High 
School. He decided to join when we were short a shepherd 
last year, figuring that teaching Sunday School would be just 
as fun–if not more fun–than attending. 

As a shepherd, I see the kids grow from the beginning of 
their first year to the end of their last in Kingdom Quest. 
They become more familiar with the stories in the Bible and 
gain an interest in learning more. They are even able to make 
connections between stories 
we have learned in previous 
lessons. Watching this growth 
helps you see that what you 
are doing with these kids is 
sticking with them. Becky and Her Flock



Believe It or Not: 
YOU are Gifted!
God has made you completely 
unique. He has entrusted you 
with natural talents and abilities 
as well as some spiritual gifts. 
He wants you to be a faithful 
manager of these and use them for 
His glory. Consider identifying 
your spiritual gifts by taking a 
Spiritual Gift Assessment. You 
will answer 48 questions using a 
numeric scale for how frequently 
the statement is true about you. 
After completing it, you will 
receive a score and your top 
three gifts, along with a brief 
description of each gift. Take the 
survey at FirstTrinity.com/gifts, 
or request a paper copy from the 
church office.

First Trinity Lutheran Church
1570 Niagara Falls Boulevard
Tonawanda, NY 14150
(716) 835-2220

FirstTrinity.com
Facebook.com/FirstTrinity
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Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr.
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