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Walking in the Good Works Prepared For Us
Chuck Whited, Senior Pastor

As we cast a vision for 2020, it is broad strokes. This is not 
a strategy or a road map of how to get where we want to 
be. It is a vision of what we are moving toward, so that in 
five years, it describes what we will look like. What we truly 
want is to be the people God calls us to be. Ephesians 2:10 
says, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so 
that we would walk in them.” 

This vision came from the people of First Trinity. Our 
desire is for everyone to feel ownership of the vision and see 
how they can be a part of the mighty work of God in this 
place. Working together, we can transform our world, one 
life at a time, through the power of God’s living Word.

What follows in this report is really an unfolding of our 
2020 Vision. You will see the many ways this family of 
believers is working to bring the good news of Jesus to 
those around us in many different ways. It is the many ways 
God’s people here are being exactly who God called and 
created us to be as we make a difference in our world.

We have a long way to go, but we are making progress. The 
real question is how can you get involved? As you read this 

report, rejoice in all God is doing, but also consider what 
He is calling you to do. Jesus said in Matthew 5:16, “Let 
your light shine before men in such a way that they may 
see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in 
heaven.” If you want help figuring out how to use your 
gifts here at First Trinity, we’d be happy to help you find 
your fit. Reach out to one of our staff to get started.

Baptisms
Jonas Michael Reed (April 3, 2016)
Landon Michael Makey (April, 3, 2016)
Nicholas Sciolino (May 8, 2016)
Lilyana Lucille Whelan Mazur (July 28, 2016)
Matteo Zucchiatti (July 31, 2016)

O
ff

ic
ia

l 
A

ct
s

Sammy Adelaiye
Maggi Basso
Susan Basso
Gerard and Joan Bella
Elizabeth Blank
William and Marilyn Coons
Sue Crimmen
Brian Gibson
Brand and Faith Jacoby
Joe and Lynn Kelley

Bambi Layne
Cheryl Lenihan
Kevin and Katie Makey
Bill McAllister
Lynn McCormick
Jenna McDonnell
John Mecca
Alex and Alissa Millar
Jeremy Miller
Roger Montague

Moses Nkurunungi
Mallory Piwtorak
Barbara Romo
Kyle Romo
Nicholas Sciolino
Viki Smith
Kaitlyn Summers
Cindi Tysick
Holly Zucchiatti

New Members

Deaths
Richard Gaffney (5/15/2016)
Beulah Klose (7/3/2016)

Our Vision for First Trinity in 2020
First Trinity is a growing family who is passionate about 
our Lord Jesus Christ. We prayerfully understand who 
God has created us to be and where the Spirit is calling us 
to make a difference, both individually and corporately. 
We are equipping individuals, families and groups 
through God’s Word, to carry the Gospel beyond our 
physical building into their homes, schools, workplaces, 
communities, and world. We love to worship together in 
and through multiple settings and styles, as we continue to 
worship with our everyday lives. First Trinity is a safe place 
where people are connected in supportive relationships, 
cared for, prayed for, listened to, and challenged to make 
a difference. We joyfully recognize and join Christ in His 
work in the Church, our community, nation, and world.
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Pages 4-5: Solid Ground
Kim Henry shares how Vacation Bible School provided a 
safe port amid stormy seas for her family.

Page 6: Letting My Light Shine
Jennifer Bartz reveals how she’s using her gifts to shine the 
light of Jesus by being an everyday missionary.

Page 7: Unexpected Ministry Opportunities
Sometimes things don’t go as we planned them, but God 
always knows what’s coming. Jake Collins talks about the 
Belize mission trip and how Hurricane Earl created new 
opportunities to share the Gospel.

Page 8: A Safe and Welcoming Place
Read how buildings and people work together to make 
guests and members alike feel welcome and valued. We’ve 
got some great tips to help us all be God’s hands and feet to 
those around us.

Page 9: Kingdom Workers
Youth learned what it means to be a “Kingdom Worker” in 
today’s world.

Page 10: Finding Jesus Through Hard Times
Nadya Tysick recounts how she came to Jesus after 
experiencing some difficult events in her life. 

Page 11: Feeding Those in Need
Cindy O’Keefe helps members of First Trinity provide food 
for people in need in the city of Buffalo.

Page 12: Giving Update
Read how God is providing for the mission and ministry of 
First Trinity through the generous support of His people.

Page 13: A Home Away From Home
The Kopec family has been blessed by the ministry of our 
Preschool. Read how Debbie has seen the joy of Jesus 
through her children and their experience.

Page 14: Dancing Before the Lord
Abbie Morehouse used her dancing talents to help us 
worship the risen Savior on Easter Sunday. Learn how it 
impacted her own worship that day. 

Page 15: Answering God’s Call
Bekah Freed had an incredible opportunity to minister to 
some Christians in China and North Korea.

Back Cover: All Church Book Study
This Fall we will learn together how to create “God Space” 
in our lives to allow for spiritual conversations to happen 
with friends and neighbors in a more natural way.
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Solid Ground in the Midst of Turbulence 
Kim Henry, Mother of VBS Participants

I wanted to take a minute to thank you and all the volunteers and staff who made 
Vacation Bible School such a wonderful experience for our family! We sent Anna 
(Preschool), Luke (Older Nursery), and Sadie (Younger Nursery). All of them had a 
wonderful time and were so greatly cared for. 

We are a foster family. I don’t usually lead with that detail about our 
family, but it was such a major weight on all of us that week that 
I can’t not share. A little more than a week before VBS started, we 
said goodbye to Sam, our first foster child, after having raised him 
alongside our kids for the last 18 months. As expected, our kids had 
to adjust and cope with the loss of their “buddy” who had become 
like a brother to them. 

The Saturday night before VBS, we got a call from Sam’s biological 
mom. She was in a bad spot, and needed us to come get him 
immediately. He came back into foster care, and we were really 
worried about what this would do to our kids emotionally, bringing 
Sam back in the middle of the night, and then to work on 
transferring him to a pre-adoptive home once the caseworkers got in 
on Monday. Even we as adults were having a hard time—having worked for over a year and a half to get him back to his Mom, 
only to have it all crumble a week later, with his well-being hanging in the balance. 

We were all kind of a wreck when we showed up to First Trinity (for the first time ever!) on Monday with my four kids, all under 5 
years old. What could’ve been a struggle (like trying to get a double stroller around the campus) to get them where they needed to 
go was not at all. The volunteers were incredibly helpful, watching some of the kids in the stroller so that I could get the other kids 
where they needed to be, or taking them where they needed to go for me. 

There was not a day where I was dropping them off or picking them up that a volunteer did not completely drop what they 
were doing to help me. Tracy Bramwell (VBS Director), Jaime Christ, and Lisa Pulver especially went above and beyond. On 
Monday we were also blessed to run into a volunteer at the beginning of closing who handed 
me and the boys a big bag of snacks for them—perfect! With so many people—adults and 
students volunteering—I felt so good about sending the kids even when our home-life felt 
tumultuous. Thank you for giving my family this invaluable, growing-in-faith experience! 

Anna’s Preschool VBS Crew and Friends

We will not hide them from their children, but tell to the coming generation the glorious 
deeds of the LORD, and his might, and the wonders that he has done. Psalm 78:4 (ESV)
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I was concerned that there would be acting out that week, but my kids 
took everything in stride. I truly believe it was because of the experiences 
they were having at VBS. Everyday, they were so excited to go, and when 
they came back they were exploding with praise—both for the program 
and for Jesus. Your church’s VBS program gave them a space to just be 
kids, and filled their hearts and minds with the message of “Jesus being 
our hope in a hopeless world” and “He is the light that breaks through the 
darkness”. Boy, it was like you were talking right to us! 

I’d also like to thank the leaders who were directly taking care of and 
teaching my kids. Anna’s crew leader Tyler (middle school student) was 
very caring towards her. She had a lot of positive things to say about her 
Cave Quest group. She loved Clark Cavern, and the mascots, but most 
importantly the songs. She’s actually still singing the VBS songs as I’m 
writing this. 

Luke’s teacher, Tara Lombardo, was also so wonderful with him. Luke 
and Sam were less than a year apart in age, so I thought that Luke would 
have the hardest time during VBS week. It wasn’t so! He came smiling and 
running out to me at Monday’s pickup time, with Tara close behind him. 
She gave me the report of “I just love everything about your son!” What a 
huge comfort that was, to know that he’s being so well cared for and that 
someone was taking time and investing in him. 

Annie Reed was Sadie’s nursery leader. While Anna and Luke are our 
biological children, Sadie is also a foster kid. Annie was very gracious 
towards our situation and patient with me when I was running to 
get the kids picked up on time. She also made sure that Sadie wasn’t 
photographed. Even before going to VBS, I needed special clearances from 
Niagara County to send Sadie, and the First Trinity staff was very helpful 
and took care of that for me. 

Thank you for offering this program for babies and toddlers, as well as older kids. It made such a difference in our week. I feel so 
blessed to have been able to send each of the kids. Even though the younger ones may not have understood the material being 
presented, they still had this great exposure to people expressing Jesus’ love for them!
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Letting My Light Shine 
Jennifer Bartz, Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Member

Being raised Lutheran and an alumni of 
Martin Luther Christian School, I have been 
associated with First Trinity for many years. I 
transferred my membership to First Trinity in 
2015 and it was wonderful to see faces I have 
known for years, rekindle friendships, and 
make new ones. Worshiping alongside family 
members and friends brings me comfort. 

For most of my adult years I have served on 
the Church Council and other groups in the 
church including the Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League (LWML). Earlier this 
year I began attending the LWML group 
here at First Trinity. During my first meeting, 
we talked about how to invite other women 
in the congregation to participate. We held 
a Women’s Inter-Generational Brunch in 
April. There was a speaker, entertainment, and 
fellowship, drawing over 40 participants.  

“For where two or three are gathered in my name, there 
am I in the midst of them.” (Matthew 18:20) We saw our 
vision come alive that day—it was evident Jesus was in our 
midst. We became more empowered to grow and serve Him. 

The LWML is the official women’s auxiliary of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod, our national church body. 
For almost 75 years, the LWML has focused on affirming 
each woman’s relationship with Christ, encouraging and 
equipping women to live out their Christian lives in active 
mission ministries, and to support global missions. I was able 
to attend the District convention in Binghamton, NY with a 
few other women in our congregation last June. We voted on 
future mission grants for the District, were reminded of the 
focus of nurturing our faith in Christ, and sharing that faith 
with other women. Learning of the great volume of missions 
that we are able to support—both locally and afar—through 
the use of the mite box offerings was astounding. Friendships 
with women within the district were strengthened and new 
ones developed. We returned to First Trinity eager to share 
our experiences and new ideas. 

The LWML at First Trinity now meets on a monthly basis. 
The evening consists of a short business meeting, a program 
or activity focusing on mission, and a time of fellowship. So 
many women lead a busy life between home, work, or both. 
Many of us juggle the responsibility of caring for others in 
our lives but don’t always remember to allow even a small 
amount of time to care for ourselves, both emotionally and 
spiritually. I have grown so much through LWML. I find 
much satisfaction in helping others in this world through 
missions as well as providing and receiving encouragement 
in my life from a sister in Christ. 

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” 
(Matthew 5:16) This is only possible if you put yourself out 
there in the world and interact with others around you, and 
you do this not for your own personal gain, but to lead others 
to see the powerful works of God. It is my hope to develop 
more friendships and meet more women of our congregation 
through LWML. Please consider spending at least one 
evening a month among this wonderful group of women. 

Left to right: Jennifer Bartz, Bonnie Sugrue, Marlene Carr, 
Mary Ann Milak-Young, Barb Lyons, Jean Schultz (LWML Members)
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Unexpected Ministry Opportunities 
Jake Collins, Belize Trip Participant

I recently participated in a Mission Trip to Independence, Belize, with 18 
other youth and young adults from St. Matthew Lutheran Church, St. Leo 
the Great, and First Trinity. After our team decided on the mission trip to 
Belize, I began thinking about planning my Eagle Scout Project so that it 
would involve helping the people in Belize. My Eagle Scout Project involved 
collecting donations of new and gently used school supplies for the school 
children in Independence, Belize. 

I collected 770 pounds of crayons, markers, colored pencils, #2 pencils, glue, 
pens, paper, notebooks, index cards, and folders. In addition, I collected 
over 397 additional items such as clipboards, an overhead projector, rulers, 
suitcases, push pins, staples, paperclips, reference books, scissors, and book 
covers. Because of the huge amount of donations I received, we took over 
320 pounds of new school supplies to Belize and the remaining supplies were 
donated to School #59 in Buffalo. 

While in Belize, we partnered with Praying Pelican Missions. We began 
work on a basketball court on Monday morning and started Vacation Bible 
School in the afternoon. On Tuesday morning, we took a trip to the coast 
to Placencia to swim and sightsee in that area of Belize, and then in the 
afternoon we were back in Independence for VBS. 

The weather forecast of Hurricane Earl coming ashore in Belize completely 
changed our plans for the rest of the week. It was decided that due to the 
hurricane, we would be relocated to Belmopan, the capitol of Belize, which 
was inland and away from the coast. Praying Pelican later decided that 
it would be best if we went to San Ignacio, a small Belizean village near 
Guatemala. We stayed in a Christian church camp/school in San Ignacio, to 
ride out the hurricane. The next day, we saw the damage from the high winds 
and rain and we walked around the village assisting with clean up. 

Jen, our assistant trip leader, experienced a lot of damage from the hurricane 
at her house and her roof was blown off. Our bus driver, Steve, experienced 
some damage at his home when the door blew open and there was water 
damage inside. Our team decided to donate money to Jen and Steve, which 
had been set aside for snorkeling and some meals, to provide assistance with 
repairs to their homes. Our VBS theme for that week was “We are all children 
of God’s family”. The experience of being in Belize during Hurricane Earl had 
many God sightings for everyone. For me, being in a hurricane and also being 
stung by a jellyfish in Placencia, revealed that we are indeed all children of 
God’s family and that in hard times, God brings us together. 

Jake Collins and Pastor Jerome

Praying over our trip leader, Jen

Destruction from Hurricane Earl

Children at VBS in Independence, Belize
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A Safe, Welcoming Place for All People
What makes a church an inviting place? There are actually two key components: the people and the building. You’ve probably 
heard that people are important for creating a welcoming space for guests—maybe you’ve even felt welcomed by someone here 
when you arrived—but have you considered the role the building plays in welcoming guests? 

It starts outside as guests try to find a parking spot and search for an entrance. Imagine pulling 
up to a church and you’re unable to find a parking spot, or the only spots are down the street. 
When you finally do find one, you walk through weed-infested gardens, past brown and dying 
grass, only to find a locked door. Upon walking in, you’re greeted by dim or burnt-out lights, 
cold and sterile decorations, or thread-bared and scuffed furniture. Perhaps you’d start to 
wonder if this wasn’t all a big mistake, and that’s before you encounter any live human beings 
that might give some direction or encouragement.

That’s why the Aesthetics Committee is working hard to transform our building into a 
welcoming space for all people—especially guests. We are helping people get connected 
in supportive relationships and feel like they matter. Here are just a few of the things 
they’ve been able to do:

•	 New artwork, flowers, and other decorations in many rooms and public spaces.
•	 Reupholstered and new chairs and benches for people to relax and have 

conversations with others.
•	 New landscaping all around and an entrance sign in the main parking lot.
•	 Patching and painting walls and replacing lights.
•	 A new coffee and hospitality area in the lobby.

And this is just the start! If you want to get involved in the physical side of welcoming guests, contact Carolyn Doster 
(adoster@verizon.net). But it doesn’t stop with the building—you have an important part to play as well! Here are some 
things you can do to help make guests and members alike feel welcome and valued when they enter our facility:

•	 Smile! Walking into a room of smiling people immediately reduces the anxiety for a guest.
•	 If you’d like to say hello to someone, but not sure if they’re a guest or a member you don’t recognize, simply 

introduce yourself and ask, “How long have you been coming to First Trinity?”
•	 If you see someone who looks like they need help with something, offer to assist them. If you don’t know the 

answer take them to someone who can help them. Try a friend who may know the answer or one of the staff.
•	 Look people in the eye and greet them. If you don’t know their name, introduce yourself and get to know 

them. There’s a good chance they don’t know a lot of names either!
•	 Help people make connections with others. If you find someone who likes photography and you know 

someone else at church who has the same interest, make the connection happen. Both people will feel cared for 
by a simple introduction.

•	 Let someone on staff know if you see something that might be turning off a guest. Maybe it’s a locked door, an 
unclear sign, or just an idea to help us improve.

Together, we can make all people feel valued and important as we seek to transform lives with the power of God’s living Word. 
Our building and how we interact with each other—and especially guests!—prepares them to hear from God when they come 
to church. Contact Jason Christ (jchrist@FirstTrinity.com, 716-835-2220) if you want to help guests feel welcome in a 
more official capacity like being an usher, greeter, or working at the welcome center.

China Sharing Event  
(Photos: Carolyn Doster)

Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. Romans 15:7 (ESV) 
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MOVE: The Summer Youth Trip
From July 10-16 a group of 13 youth and adult leaders participated in MOVE, a youth conference at Lee University in 
Cleveland, TN. This year we learned all about being workers in God’s Kingdom as we journeyed through the book of Ephesians. 
The daily themes reminded us of some truths about ourselves as followers of Jesus as we learned that Kingdom Workers are 
LOVED! (Monday), RESCUED! (Tuesday), UNITED! (Wednesday), CHANGED! (Thursday), and SENT! (Friday).  

Here’s what some of the team had to say about the trip:

“No matter how far you are from God, He can change you.” 
 – Nick Ratajczak 

“Change comes from knowing Jesus. Once this is done, the 
floodgates holding the grace of God open.”  – Eric Sugrue

“Kingdom Workers are changed means that we can move past 
our problems in life and can get close to God and let him 
show us His plans instead of our plans. I felt a change in me 
today and I want to know more about what I feel.” 
 – Katie Thomas 

“God has changed me A LOT! God is still changing me! I am 
made new in Christ!” 
 – Alex Lillis (Adult Leader/Summer Youth Intern)

“God is only asking for one day at a time–a little change 
toward His glory… that’s my goal.” 
 – Debbie Canfield (Adult Leader)

“Changed Kingdom Workers also want to make a change in 
the world.”  – Lovelie Whited
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Finding Jesus Through Hard Times
Nadya Tysick, Confirmation Class of 2016

Before I found Jesus my life was as hard as it could possibly get. The only good 
thing in my life was my brother. Well, I thought he was my brother so I called him 
that. He would always stick up for me if something went wrong and he would 
always be there for me.

When I was at the orphanage I felt that everyday, something was going wrong. 
Either me getting beat up by older kids, me just having a bad day, or my day 
was just never good. It was always filled with negativity. When I thought things 
couldn’t get any worse, they did. One day when I was with my brother and his 
two friends, they decided that they were going to play basketball in the street. I 
remember asking if I could join them, but my brother said no, so I watched from 
the inside of the gate. I watched for a while until I heard a loud noise that sounded 
like a car engine but bigger.

I tried to warn my brother but he wasn’t listening to me until I heard another noise coming from the left, which was the 
opposite way from the first noise. The street they were playing on was more like a side road and it was kind of like a half two-
way street. Also around where I was we didn’t have big trucks or a lot of cars. A lot of people traveled by walking, wagon, or 
with a horse. So I tried warning my brother again but he didn’t seem to care until the moment the trucks collided. I remember 
almost everything in that moment and I remember them getting smushed. These weren’t small trucks—they were heavy duty 
ones. And the worst moment for me was realizing my brother was probably not going to make it. 

I remember being in huge shock and also I was only six so I really didn’t understand it to the fullest. I don’t know what was 
happening with the truck drivers, but they didn’t stop and my brother and his friends didn’t move. And at that point I knew he 
was dead. This impacted me a lot because he was the only one I could trust and be 
around without anything bad happening. Right after that happened I got beat up 
so bad that I got scars from it on my head. 

When I was eight, I got adopted by my mom and that was a turning point. I 
began going to church as soon as I got home, but never really understood Christ. 
A couple years later, I started getting into youth group, and later Confirmation. I 
started understanding it more and I started to understand what the Word of God 
meant and who Jesus was. I realized that what Jesus can do isn’t just meant for 
me—it’s meant for everyone. That reminded me of the accident with my brother 
and thinking to myself that even though it was tragic, Jesus was still watching over 
me and my brother and also his friends and that He had a plan.

Now I realize that I can trust Jesus with anything and that He will never let me down, even though I don’t believe it at bad times. 
I got baptized and am now a true believer in Christ. I know that He is the Lord of all creation and holds my heart in His hand.

Nadya Tysick on Confirmation Sunday

Nadya’s Baptism on December 13, 2015

Each year, our confirmation students write out their faith story using Paul’s example in Acts 26.  
They share these with the other students and the parents at our annual Confirmation Banquet.  
This year there were eight students confirmed. Nadya Tysick’s faith story can be found below.
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Feeding Those in Need at Friends of Night People
Cindy Allsop, Team Leader for Friends of Night People

I became a member of First Trinity Lutheran Church in 2011. I attended weekly 
service and Bible studies and tried to be involved in different activities. I had 
participated in Friends of Night People (FNP) by regularly donating goulash 
and/or cookies. Pastor Chuck mentioned to us that Sue McKie was looking 
for someone to take over this ministry. I met Sue when I was volunteering at 
the 175th anniversary celebration. She talked to me about leading the efforts of 
FNP and asked me to pray about it.

I talked to my husband Joe about serving in this ministry together and he was 
100% supportive. We prayed about it and truly felt led to take on the ministry, 
but because we live in Niagara Falls, we knew we would need help. Pastor Chuck 
told me that Pauline Shotwell was interested in helping with this ministry as 
well. We got together and realized that we could help each other to make the 
Friends of Night People ministry successful.

First Trinity serves at the Friends of Night People on the third Sunday of odd 
months. Three weeks before we serve, we publish information about the next 
opportunity to serve in mailboxes and the bulletin. Return the information sheet 
to my mailbox if you want to help. We ask for donations of goulash, cookies, 
and volunteers to serve at FNP. You can also donate money for purchasing paper 
products and canned fruit.

The week before we serve at Friends of Night People I tally all of the volunteer forms to make sure we have enough food 
donations and servers. Pauline or I purchase the 250 paper plates and 14 large cans of fruit cocktail from Sam’s Club before the 
Sunday of service. On the Sunday we arrive before the 8:45 service and “slop” the goulash into 5-gallon buckets to be delivered 
to FNP. After the 8:45 service we continue “slopping” all the goulash that has been donated. We also receive a donation of salad 
fixings from The Servants of Christ Life Group.

We then pack up the donations and deliver them to Friends of Night People in Buffalo. The chef meets us there and helps us 
take all the donations into the kitchen. Approximately five servers then arrive around 4:30 p.m. and serve food from 5 - 7 p.m. 
After the meal we all help clean up and leave around 7:30 p.m. One of the servers brings back all of the buckets to First Trinity 
and Pauline comes during the week to wash them all out.

We are so thankful to have been given this opportunity to serve the Lord’s people through this ministry. God has blessed us in 
so many ways during my life that it is an absolute honor to be able to give back to Him in this small way.
 
We have approximately 50 members of our congregation who faithfully assist in this ministry to Friends of Night People. 
However our members help us, by cooking, baking and donating food or by serving those who are hungry and needy, we are 
bringing Jesus to the community. If you want to get involved, you can email me at cok79@aol.com.

I was hungry and you gave me something to eat… whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers you did it for me. 
Matthew 25:35, 40

Boy receives meal at Friends of Night People

Volunteers serving at Friends of Night People
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Mission and Ministry Giving Update

We want to be a launching point, not a destination. Here’s what 
that means: when people come here, they are fed and recharged 
through God’s Word, prayer, and worship. It gives them the 
strength to live as passionate Christ-followers in their homes, 
schools, workplaces, community, and the world.

When you give to the ongoing Mission and Ministry (Mission 
and Ministry is what we call our annual operating fund that pays for 
most of the ministry at First Trinity) of First Trinity, you are helping 
to make that happen. The stories you find in this report are a 
direct result of outrageously generous donations by God’s people 
at First Trinity. People are connecting with others around God’s 
Word, caring and supporting one another, and getting ready to 
join Jesus in the work He is already doing all around them. 

Thank you so much for your partnership in this ministry! 
 God is multiplying your gifts in ways we can not fully see or 
understand as we transform our world together, one life at a 
time, through the power of God’s living Word.

MAKING GIVING EASY
In the Bible, people brought fruit, grain, and goats to 
the temple. Thankfully, we've made it a little easier for 
you to support the ongoing Mission and Ministry of 
First Trinity. Here is a quick overview of the four ways 
you can donate to First Trinity:

FOUR

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and test Me now in this,” says the LORD 
of hosts, “if I will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows.” Malachi 3:10

May 31, 2016 marked the end of our most recent 
building campaign. Over the three years, the campaign 
realized 98% of pledges, receiving $508,568 on pledges 
of $519,181. Contributions paid for the addition of the 
elevator, the parking lot, the new entrance, and some 
early debt reduction. No additional long-term debt was 
added for these projects.

If you have been giving to Building for the Future, 
we encourage you to consider joining 33 other regular 
givers who have pledged to transition their giving to the 
ongoing Mission and Ministry of First Trinity. In total, 
an additional $49,880/year has been pledged so far.
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A Home Away From Home
Debbie Kopec, Mother of Past and Present Prechool Students and 4-Year-Old Teacher’s Aide

First Trinity Preschool has been a true blessing to our family. 
Having three daughters, we have been through each program 
and have had such loving experiences. First Trinity provides 
a safe and comforting environment with God’s love at every 
corner you turn. The entire staff not only loves and nurtures 
our children, the teachers and staff support and encourage us 
as parents, which has led us closer to Jesus and each other! 

When asking our daughters what they love or have learned 
here at First Trinity, they all said they love their teachers and 
they have learned so much about Jesus and His constant love. 
As a parent, that melts my heart because I love these teachers 
as if they were family. I know they pray for each and every 
child and their family, as do we for them every night.

As a family, we call First Trinity our “home away from home”! 
It may be a struggle at times to get out the door, but the end 
result is always the same: we made it and we are better for it! 

The comfort level we have here is priceless and it has made us 
want to learn and grow amongst a truly wonderful fellowship. 
The kids have made lifelong friends and I have made the best 
of friends along the way as well. The activities planned each day 
are always fun to see and hear about. “We went outside on the 
playground today!” “We went to the gym!” We had grapes for 
snack!” “I played with...” “We learned this...” It’s all pure joy!

So, being offered an opportunity to be a part of this joy and 
teach in the comforts of a “home away from home” was a 
prayer answered. Not only will I be contributing financially 
to my family, but I can grow in God’s love, in my faith and 
develop a greater fellowship. Being a stay at home mom, I 
certainly only dreamed I would find a job that I still could 
put my family first and this opportunity has done that. I am 
looking forward to this new journey to help teach the  
4-year-olds what a gift God’s love is and let my lifesong sing, 
along with theirs. God is Good!

Find out more about our Preschool at
FirstTrinityPreschool.com



14

Dancing Before the Lord
Abbie Morehouse, Grade 7 Student

My name is Abbie Morehouse and I am 12 years old. I have 
been a member of First Trinity since I was baptized in March of 
2004. I have been dancing for eight years now. I have done tap, 
jazz, ballet, hip hop, modern, and acro. I began dance to dance 
with my friends. Starting at a young age made it easier for me 
to succeed in dance and excel to more advanced groups. I have 
also done many dance competitions. 

A few weeks before Easter, my mom received an email from 
Bekah Freed asking if I would be interested in dancing in 
church on Easter Sunday. I was very excited and also nervous 
about dancing in church. Myself, Haley Fabian, and Daisy 
King met on a couple Saturdays, once during Sunday School, 
and once with the contemporary worship band to practice. 

Bekah believed in us and let us choreograph the dance 
ourselves, standing by with guidance if we needed her and 
steering us in the right direction. Dancing in church on Easter 
Sunday helped me draw closer to Jesus because it gave me 
the opportunity to use my gift of dancing to worship Him. 
I enjoyed working with Bekah, being able to dance with my 
friend Haley, and meeting a new friend, Daisy. I received many 

compliments and even a card from a church member about 
our dancing which made me feel very proud. I would love to 
dance in church again if I were asked. Thank you to Bekah and 
the church for the opportunity for me to share my gift.

A word of thanks from Pioneer Camp and Retreat Center:
Thank you for your generous Special Easter Offering gift of $7,712. 
Your gift will be put toward advancing Pioneer’s goal to serve military 
children—our nation’s youngest heroes. Whether a child is attending 
Operation Purple, for those who have or will have a parent deployed 
overseas, or Operation S.T.A.R., specially crafted for those who have 
had a parent killed in action, you are helping to bring help, hope, and 
healing into the lives of military children. 

Our nation’s military youth carry a large burden, but through your generous gift, they will be given opportunities to 
learn how to cope with pain in their lives and see a brighter tomorrow. It is only through generous hearts like yours 
that Pioneer is able to continue to offer fun, life-changing programs to young heroes in need. 

Special Easter Offering Results: $7,712
This Easter, First Trinity held a special offering to benefit the ministry of Camp Pioneer’s Operation 

Purple, which provides a camp experience for children whose parents serve in the Military.

Operation Purple Camp Participants

Left to Right: Abbie, Daisy, Haley
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Answering God’s Call
Bekah Freed, China Missionary and First Trinity’s Director of High School and Young Adult Ministry

For a few years now I have felt God’s call to China. Finally, this 
past April, He opened the doors for me to answer that call. 
After travelling for way too many hours we arrived in Beijing 
the afternoon of April 12. The next day we went to the Great 
Wall and had our first meeting that night. 
Meetings are what we called the times we 
would gather with other believers. We 
had 22 meetings total in the 10 non-
travel days we were there. Many of these 
were in house churches—a few took place 
in churches that are registered with the 
government, and one was a government-
run church. We only spent two nights in 
Beijing before heading north to Shenyang 
via a 5-hour train ride. We did most of 
our ministry around Shenyang until 
returning to Beijing the night before we 
left to come home. Many days we would 
leave our hotel at 5:30 in the morning 
and not get back until 9:30 at night. This 
was because some of the churches we 
visited were 2-4 hours away. 

Meetings typically started with us 
entering a room full of beautiful singing 
or dancing as our Chinese brothers and 
sisters joyfully welcomed us! We would 
have about an hour and a half (less if it 
was a riskier area for us to be in) to share 
some of our testimonies and to teach. 
We would end our time by praying over 
each of the believers and distributing 
Bibles. When we were out in the country 
churches, they would often serve us a 
meal after the meeting. 

One of the most powerful days for me 
personally was when we journeyed 
about three hours to Dangong, a city 
that borders North Korea. This city has 
many tourist attractions which made 
it easy for us to blend in. We got to go on the Yalu River 
Broken Bridge as well as on a boat through the river that 
separates China from North Korea. While to anyone around 

us we just looked like typical tourists doing tourist things, 
our mission was to spend all of this time personally—and 
when possible in small groups—praying over North Korea. 
We prayed that God would shed His light in that dark, dark 

place. Before all that though, we had 
an incredible opportunity. For the 
first time our organization was able to 
safely coordinate an actual meeting in 
Dandong! While it obviously took place 
in China, there were North Korean 
Christians present. We got to worship 
with and teach Christians from the most 
persecuted nation in the world! We even 
got to have lunch with one of the North 
Korean women and hear her testimony. 
It was incredible! 

I could go on all day telling story after 
story after story of God at work in 
China! Every single day I found myself 
amazed and overwhelmed by God’s 
Spirit. Thank you, thank you, thank you 
for your prayers and support! They were 
truly felt and needed by our team and it 
was so fun to be able to share with our 
Chinese brothers and sisters that they 
had even more family all the way across 
the world lifting them up in prayer and 
providing God’s Word for them!

My personal “theme verse” for this trip 
was found in Isaiah 45:2-3. I prayed 
this daily over our trip for the months 
leading up to our departure. God 
truly did go before us and we saw His 
fingerprints everywhere we turned!

I will go before you and level the 
exalted place. I will break in pieces 
the doors of bronze and cut through 
the bars of iron. I will give you the 

treasures of darkness and the hidden wealth in secret places, 
that you may know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who calls you by your name. Isaiah 45:2-3

Bekah Freed with some children in China

The Bridge to North Korea

Bibles donated by members of First Trinity 
are delivered to the church in China
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All-Church 
Book Study

Starts  
September 24-25

You’ve felt that tug…

A friend, co-worker, family member, or someone you just 
met is talking—and you sense God nudging you to say 
something. But what do you say? What don’t you say? How 
can you bring God into the conversation without shutting 
it down?

Welcome to God Space. Where the Holy Spirit can do 
amazing things through everyday conversations. Where 
honesty and transparency allow for discovery and deep 
connection. Where lives are challenged and changed.

Connect with real-life stories of ordinary people learning 
how to engage others in rich spiritual conversations that 
open doors instead of slamming them shut. You’ll find 
fresh insights and practical tools for connecting with others 
about the things that matter most.

The all-church book study starts September 24 as we kick 
off a 6-week sermon series about activating God Space. 
It continues as we explore the book God Space by Doug 
Pollock together at church and in life groups. There are 
classes available at church on Saturday before worship, 
Sunday morning during the education hour, and on 
Tuesday evenings. 

Life groups will also be exploring the study together over 
the 6-week period. If you aren’t in a life group and would 
like to join one for the study, new groups are forming now. 
Sign up for the all-church book study at FirstTrinity.com 
or at the sign up station in the lobby. Books are available 
for a suggested donation of $10. 

We’re looking forward to activating God Space with you 
this Fall. Hope to see you there!


