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Saturday, September 19, 2020  5:30 p.m. 

Sunday, September 20, 2020  8:45 a.m. 
 

Prelude  
 

Announcements Vicar Jason Christ, Director of Attract & Middle School Ministries 
 

Welcome Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr. 
 

Opening Hymn Lift High the Cross LSB Hymnal 837 
(Stand) 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 
Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain 

 

6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 
 

© 1997 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012798. 
© 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012798. 
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(Stand) 

Invocation 
Leader  We worship the God who establishes our steps: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People Amen. 
 

Leader  I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come? Psalm 121:1 
People My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. Psalm 121:2 
 

Leader  He will not let your foot be moved; He who keeps you will not slumber. Behold, He who keeps Israel will 
neither slumber nor sleep. Psalm 121:3-4 

People My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. Psalm 121:2 
 

Leader  The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade on your right hand. The sun shall not strike you by 
day, nor the moon by night. Psalm 121:5-6 

People My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. Psalm 121:2 
 

Leader  The LORD will keep you from all evil; He will keep your life. The LORD will keep your going out and 
your coming in from this time forth and forevermore. Psalm 121:7-8 

People I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come? My help comes from the LORD, 
who made heaven and earth. Psalm 121:1-2 

 

Confession and Absolution 
Leader Just as God brought His people out of slavery in Egypt, so too He brings us out of slavery to sin. Like 

His people in Moses’ day, however, we often long to return to our sin. But He is faithful and just to 
forgive our sin, so let us look to the hill from where our help comes and see again the cross standing 
there, confess our sins, and receive His forgiveness. 

People Heavenly Father, I confess I often return to my sinful ways. I don’t want to return, but I still do. 
Help me O God, maker of heaven and earth. Forgive my sins for the sake of Your Son Jesus. 
Amen. (silence for reflection) 

 

Leader God has heard our prayer. Jesus was crucified for us on Mount Calvary. As we lift our eyes to this hill, we 
see where our help has come from. It has come from the LORD. By His death on that hill and his 
resurrection from the tomb, Jesus has paid the price for our sins. He has forgiven our sins and made us 
alive again. Praise be to God!  

People Amen and amen. 
 

Scripture Reading (Sit) 
Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Numbers 14:1–9 

Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people wept that night. And all the people of Israel 
grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The whole congregation said to them, “Would that we had died in 
the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this wilderness! Why is the LORD bringing us into this 
land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become a prey. Would it not be better for us 
to go back to Egypt?” And they said to one another, “Let us choose a leader and go back to Egypt.” Then 
Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the people of Israel. 
And Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had spied out 
the land, tore their clothes and said to all the congregation of the people of Israel, “The land, which we 
passed through to spy it out, is an exceedingly good land. If the LORD delights in us, he will bring us into 
this land and give it to us, a land that flows with milk and honey. Only do not rebel against the LORD. 
And do not fear the people of the land, for they are bread for us. Their protection is removed from them, 
and the LORD is with us; do not fear them.” 
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Reader God speaks to us through the New Testament: 1 Corinthians 10:1–12 
 I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 

and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all 
drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock 
was Christ. Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in the 
wilderness. Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. Do 
not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up 
to play.” We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in 
a single day. We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, nor 
grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. Now these things happened to them 
as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. 
Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 

 

Reader God speaks to us through the Gospel: John 3:14–21 
 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever 

believes in him may have eternal life. [Jesus said:] “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Whoever 
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has 
not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment: the light has come into the 
world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their deeds were evil. For everyone 
who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 
But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his deeds have been 
carried out in God.” 

 

Children’s Message Sue Steege, Director of Transformation Ministries 
 

(Stand) 
Message Hymn God Loved the World So That He Gave LSB Hymnal 571, verses 1, 4, and 5 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Message Entering Uncharted Territory Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr. 
 

  



4 

Apostles’ Creed (Stand) 
 

People I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only 
Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  (Sit) 

 

Offering Give at FTGives.com or text "Give" to 716-710-8800.  

(For those sitting in the sanctuary, please take this time to silently reflect on the words.  
For those at home, please feel free to sing along or reflect silently.) 
 

The God of Abraham Praise LSB Hymnal 798, verses 1, 6, and 9 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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Prayers of God’s People (Sit)  
 

The Lord’s Prayer (Stand) 
 

People Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.   

 

Closing Hymn Onward, Christian Soldiers Hymnal 662, verses 1, 2, and 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 

 

Blessing 
 

Silent Prayer 
 

Postlude 
 

Unless noted otherwise, scripture passage came from the English Standard Version. 
Lutheran Service Builder HymnLicense.net # 10004192. 
 

Special thanks to our cantor Lindsay Gugliuzza. 
 

Altar Flowers  
Presented to the Glory of God 
In Loving Memory of John D. Miller  
By Anne Miller. 


