
FIRST TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

Congregational Meeting Minutes  

Saturday, September 14, 2013 

Attendance: 

Kevin Cross called the meeting to order at 10:00am 

 

I. Opening Devotion & Prayer  (Debbie Ferrante) 

 

II. Review of Past Congregational Minutes (Jenny Cascio) 

 

a. A motion was made by Bill Stuckwish, seconded by Jon Morris, to accept the 

Congregational Meeting Minutes for 2/2/13, as presented. Approved. 

b. A motion was made by Jon Morris, seconded by Dave Cascio, to accept the 

Congregational Meeting Minutes for 519/13, as presented. Approved 

c. Special Congregational Meeting minutes from February23,2013 unavailable for 

review today, approval tabled until next regular congregational meeting. 

 

III. Bi-Annual Ministry Report (Sue Steege & Jason Christ) 

a. Jason and Sue presented highlights from the Bi-Annual Ministry Report. Our priority 

is to help each person to grow spiritually in their relationship with God. 

b. Reviewed the Seven Practices in conjunction with current programs and 

opportunities for worship and learning to help each of us in our next steps of growth 

in our faith life. 

c. Outrageous Generosity –Legacy Journey and Financial Peace discussed as other 

opportunities for spiritual growth at First Trinity. 

d. Circle Maker Book and classes reviewed as a way to become more connected to God 

through regular prayer. Classes offered Saturdays, Sundays and Tuesdays. 

e. Reviewed worship and Education Hour attendance and review/analysis of same to 

track trends in order to react and encourage further growth. 

i. We will be filling out attendance cards (both visitors and members) going 

forward to assist in this effort. 

 

IV. Reminder of Adoption of Revised Constitution and By-laws and new Fiscal year Budget 

(Kevin Cross) 

 

V. Treasurer’s Report (Marlene Carr) 

a. Treasurer’s report, Lord Builds and profit/ loss statements reviewed. (attached) 

b. Presentation of the 2013-2014 fiscal year 12-month budget proposal and new format 

for the chart of accounts. (attached) Marlene Carr) 

c. Q&A on Budget and Financial Issues (Kevin Cross & Marlene Carr) A motion was 

made by Jon Adams and seconded by Jim Brese to accept the 2013-2014 Fiscal Year 

Budget, as presented. Approved. 

 

VI. Building for the Future  

i. Status of Elevator Addition, Parking & Grounds Reconfiguration & Debt 

Reduction –Discussion of Timing and Funding (Kevin Cross) 

1. Elevator underway, parking lot and grounds reconfiguration timing 

being decided now. Debt reduction will be last. 

2. Council will come back with recommendations at next 

congregational meeting in March. 

 

VII. Ministry Council Elections (Pat Canfield) 

a. President, Vice President and one At-Large Member up for re-election now. 

i. President –Kevin Cross 

ii. Vice President –Joel Rockensuess 



iii. At Large – Jon Adams 

b. Call for Additional Nominations for this slate? None. 

c. Need a volunteer for Secretary as Jenny Cascio is stepping down. 

d. Motion to accept nominated officers by Charlie Trautwein, second by Leo Figini, 

Approved. 

 

VIII. 175th Anniversary Year in 2014 (Jim Brese) 

a. Fun year planned 

i. Servant events 

ii. Open house for the community, informational and entertainment 

iii. Camp Pioneer retreat in August 22-24, 2014 

iv. Celebration Weekend, October 4-5, 2014, including banquet at Classics V 

v. History telling throughout the year 

 

IX. Synod Constitutional Change (“Circuit Counselor” to “Circuit Visitor”) (Kevin Cross) 

a. Constitutional Amendment Proposed for name change from “Circuit Counselor” to 

“Circuit Visitor” 

i. Description of the newly named role not clearly defined at this point, we 

will be asked to vote on the role description in the future. 

b. Motion to accept name change by Dave Cascio, seconded by Jon Morris, Approved. 

 

X. Closing Prayer (Pastor) Meeting closed in prayer at 11:48am. 

 

XI. Motion to Adjourn 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Jenny Cascio, Council Secretary  

 



 

First Trinity Lutheran Church 

Treasurer’s Report 

September 14, 2013 

 

 Weekly giving was 6.18% less than anticipated for the 7 month period. 

 Net loss as of 7/31/13 is $9,006.11.  This is due mainly to property expenses on the two Glenhurst 

properties, Life Tree Café expenses, Preschool salaries, and District & Synod Contributions. 

 During the past 7 months, we reduced our debt by $106,448.04.  Earlier this month we paid off the 

Capital Campaign Bridge Loan and recouped $1500.00 in prepaid interest.  This is an additional 

$75,000.00 in debt reduction.  The Capital Campaign Bridge Loan is now paid in full. 

 2010 Capital Campaign.  The final accounting of this Campaign is attached. 

 Building for the Future.  The total amount pledged, including the elevator funds is $518,151.00. 

 We have received a 0.25% reduction on our mortgages for the coming year. 

 Along with the new church software, we have also updated our accounting software.   

 The chart of accounts has been redesigned and is being used as of August 1.  It is now easier to 

expand as our programs and ministries expand.  You will see the new numbers on this year’s 

budget.  Special thanks to Jason Christ and the EMT’s for their input in this process. 

 The Financial Review for 2012 has been completed and a copy should be in Kathy Figini’s office.  

Fiscal 2013 records will be sent to the auditors in the next couple weeks to be reviewed. 

 Anyone wishing to have a detailed copy of the financial statements should let me know. 

 Special thanks to Kathy Passage for all she does to keep our finances current.  We are truly 

blessed to have her. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Marlene Carr 

Treasurer 

 
 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.  In all your 

ways acknowledge Him and He will make your paths straight.”  Proverbs 3:5-6 


