Let them praise his name with dancing, making
melody to him with tambourine and lyre!
Psalm 149:3

Bi-Annual Ministry Report (August 2016 - January 2017)

Transforming our world, one life at a time, through the power of God’s living Word.

A Note From Pastor Chuck
Therefore the LORD longs to be gracious to you, and therefore He waits on high to have compassion on
you. For the LORD is a God of justice; how blessed are all those who long for Him. (Isaiah 30:18)
This verse has sort of been a theme of mine for this
year. Imagine God in Heaven, longing to pour out His
grace on people. He is just waiting for people to turn
to Him, to cry out to Him so that He can respond
with compassion and love. Whenever we seek Him,
He will answer with His presence and mercy and grace.
Beloved, God wants First Trinity to be a people who
bring the message of God’s love and grace to the world.
When people cry out to Him, we want to be a part of
His answer. As you read this report, notice the many
ways God is using us for just that. Notice the many
ways He is using us to bring the hope of Christ to our
homes, schools, workplaces, communities, and world.

Then ask yourself, “How can I be a part of what God is doing here?”
There are many opportunities to get involved. But understand: God
wants to use you. He has created you with certain gifts and abilities
and desires that no one else has. When you do what He created you
to do, there is great joy. Paul says in Ephesians 2:10, “For we are
His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.” He
has a plan and purpose for your life. First Trinity is a place for you
to join with others and carry out that plan.
As you read this report, pay attention to how God is using this
family of believers to bring His message of hope and grace in
Jesus to the world. It is so exciting! Truly, we are transforming our
world, one life at a time, through the power of God’s living Word.

OFFICIAL ACTS
BAPTISMS

We were buried therefore with him by baptism
into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too
might walk in newness of life. (Romans 6:4)
Naomi Gwen Millen (8/21/2016)
Eliott Wayne Millen (8/21/2016)
Isaac Wayne Millen (8/21/2016)
Irving Wayne Millen (8/21/2016)
Aiden Andrew Leising (8/28/2016)
Kenna Meredith Crawford (9/4/2016)
Elliot Cole Hanes (10/9/2016)
Declan Joseph Tomeny (11/6/2016)
Gavin Isaiah Warren (11/20/2016)
Christopher Michael Fox (12/11/2016)
Grant Paul Zimniewicz (1/22/2017)
Aria Rayne Biddle (1/22/2017)

DEATHS

Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death
of his saints. (Psalm 116:15)
Bud Vandermeer (8/10/2016)
Rose Leavell (11/13/2016)
Norma Vandermeer (11/13/2016)

DO YOU NEED SOME CARE?
If you are in need of care, we would love to help! Send
us your prayer requests online at FirstTrinity.com or
during worship on the attendance cards. If you’re sick
or hospitalized, we would love to come visit. Call the
church office (716-835-2220) to let us know what’s
up and how we can help, or to schedule a baptism or
other pastoral care.
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Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited Jr., Senior Pastor

Encouraging the People of Nepal
Sowers works with public schools as
well. There were often government
dignitaries present as we spoke. I had
a chance to speak at three public
school gatherings. While I couldn’t
specifically talk about the Gospel of
Christ, I could encourage the people
to talk to the pastor who was with us.
We handed out backpacks and school
supplies. We also gave monetary
awards to the top students.

Jesus said, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I
am with you always, even to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20)
Last September, I was invited to go
to Nepal with Sowers Ministry. We
have been working with Sowers in
China for a number of years. They do
amazing work and seek to bring the
Gospel of Jesus to places it hasn’t been
heard. Last year, over one million
people came to know Jesus as their
Lord and Savior through the work of
Sowers. Amazing!
It all began in Nepal. They continue to
work in that country, not just sharing
the Gospel, but helping the poor and
downtrodden. I had the opportunity
to see their work first hand.
We spent most of our time in the
southwest region of the country, close
to the Indian border. We drove up
and down mountains in order to reach
some of the people. It took 4-wheel
drive vehicles to get to many places,
through beautiful countryside to talk
to beautiful people, whom God loves.
Though we didn’t get to go to Mount
Everest, I did see it from a distance.
Part of God’s magnificent creation!
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Like India, Nepal is a very castedriven culture. We worked with
many “untouchables,” and even had
an opportunity to work with a few
Gypsies. They’re groups of people
rejected by so many in that culture,
but accepted by Christ.
I spoke two, three, and four times a
day, mostly at churches. In fact, we
dedicated one church building and
installed some new church workers.
We encouraged many pastors and even
had a banquet for the pastors and their
wives. We met with and encouraged
those working to help young people
trapped in the sex trade business.
We handed out Bibles to adults and
children. We cast out demons, healed
the sick and saw people give their
life to the Lord. We baptized over 35
people. It was very exciting!
The Christians in the country are
passionate and committed to sharing
their faith. They work long and hard
hours to bring Jesus to the community.

This was significant because these
are very poor communities. The
government hasn’t helped since the
devastating earthquake in 2015.
The schools had very little. Sowers
promised computers and more help
at Christmas, which they did send
over. Again, Sowers is doing amazing
ministry and it was an honor to work
with them.
We also spent some time in a couple
of orphanages. I met children whose
parents were killed by lions, died of
leprosy, cancer, or were murdered. I
met children rescued from slavery, and
on and on. The needs are enormous in
that country, and Sowers continues to
reach out in difficult circumstances. It
was a privilege to partner with them.
Everywhere we went, whether it was
a public school or church, there was
dancing and singing. There was lots of
dancing! It is part of the culture. In the
church, the women sat on one side and
the men on the other. The churches
were packed. Of course, people would
stop and stare at the white guy (either
that or I am beautiful). I look forward
to returning and joining Jesus in His
work in Nepal.

Selected quotes from our Young Adult Missionaries

Give Kids the World
Give Kids the World is a nonprofit resort in Central Florida that
provides weeklong, cost-free vacations to children with life-threatening
illnesses and their families. Our Young Adult Missionaries volunteered
their time to serve with Give Kids the World in January. Here is what
some of them had to say about their experience:
“The first family that I met on this trip was a family of four from England.
They had two young girls and the mom and dad. They were the first family
to ride on the carousel and we continued seeing them throughout the week.
They would start recognizing us and waving when they would see us. This
trip showed how we can share Jesus’ love without actually saying it. This
helped me see that it’s not always about saying it directly.”
– Becky Boccolucci
“While assisting with birthday cupcakes at Mayor Clayton’s Surprise Birthday
party, one girl in particular spent a lot of time with her cupcake. Her father
told me after that she had never decorated a cupcake before!” – Beth Honan
“I had helped a family carry their dinner trays the one night and the next
day everywhere I worked, I helped them. The mom was amazed that I was
everywhere and able to help them so much.”
– Jake Collins
“There was a mom, a dad, and their son. They didn’t speak English. I taught
the son how to play the spider toss game I was running. He loved it and
didn’t want to stop playing. The dad came up to me later and asked to
borrow one of the plastic spiders. He used it to scare his wife and it was
really funny.”
– Alex Lillis
“While I was working on the carousel. A little boy and his dad rode the
carousel 3 times. Afterwards the dad asked me how we came to volunteer at
Give Kids the World. Then he asked about how to become a volunteer.”
– Doug Collins
“I learned I can be a missionary with my actions and not just the preface of
Jesus.”
– Abbie Stone
“This trip helped me find the light in the darkness and meet new people that
share the same love for God.”
– John Puskas
Like many mission trips at First Trinity, however, it’s bigger than just
those who went. For this trip, our FT Kids Sunday School was able
to partner with our mission team by making gift packages that were
distributed to the kids at Give Kids the World. The packages were left in
each family’s villa throughout the week, one more small blessing to those
being served by our Mission Team and Give Kids the World.
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Sarah Bissell, First Trinity Member and Young Adult

Joining Jesus in Haiti
I’ve wanted to go to Haiti since
I first heard about First Trinity’s
missions around 10 years ago. I
experienced a sharing event as
part of a Sunday service and was
absolutely caught. I dreamt about
it for a while, and years later,
Israelson Isidor added me on
Facebook to keep me updated on
the ministry there. Year after year,
photo after photo, my heart grew
fonder for the people and the place,
but my time to go hadn’t come yet.
Fast forward to this past October
when Hurricane Matthew was
tearing the Caribbean apart. My heart broke every time I saw
the devastation. I felt a weight on my heart to do something. I
felt restless, like I was being called to do something more than
repost photos and raise money. This was my time.
God worked through the process alongside me, opening
doors I never expected. I am so thankful for the work He
did to prepare the way for me to go and to prepare my heart
and mind for what I would experience. (My backside, however,
was not quite prepared for all of the rides on the bed of the
pickup truck.) I travelled with an open mind and an open
heart—ready to live whatever God prepared for me. I felt an
incredible sense of ease and peace once I arrived. It didn’t seem
strange or uncomfortable. I felt at home—both in Haiti, and
in what we were about to do there. Throughout the week, we
were given incredible opportunities to serve. Our first day, we
sorted supplies and worked on projects around the orphanage.
We had a few of the younger children visiting with us while
working out in the back—so fun!
Our second day brought us to Île-à-Vache, where the church
was essentially gone except the floor and the main entrance.
People here and in Les Cayes presented me with a perspective
I won’t soon forget. They conveyed the great faith held by the
Haitians. One gentleman in Les Cayes replied to me, “We
will be okay. The Lord is still taking care of us.”
If I had to choose a favorite part of the trip, it would be the
ways I saw God provide for us and teach me lessons. On the first
night, playing soccer, I mistakenly knocked over the soccer net
on the field. I harbored so much guilt for breaking something so
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Sarah (left) and other missionaries worked in a new garden at the
orphanage. The garden is about 150’x150’ and is maintained by
one of the kids at the orphanage. Read more on the following page.

important to the children there. But later in the week, Dale
Jaenecke and started repairing it, but as we worked, he passed
the job along to a few of the older boys, patiently and skillfully
explaining how to use the tools, and how to repair the net.
The broken net provided an opportunity for Dale and I to
build friendships, and pass along useful skills—such a God
thing. Plus, on our last night all together, all of the kids came
out together and we played a giant soccer game! (I found my
calling as a goalie, especially on a team with a great offense…)
Each opportunity we had to teach or to serve, we ended up
learning something new and special—and often we were
out-served. My experience in Haiti was life-changing. I left
with a fresh perspective on the country, my future, and on
the Lord who is oh-so gracious! I look forward, prayerfully
and passionately, to the day I get to return!

Mission Trip Highlights from
our Partners in Haiti
Sincia, the oldest of the orphans at Children of Israel
Orphanage (CIO) is going to school for agriculture and has
planted a huge garden on the property. (See photo on left.)

We had an opportunity on this year’s trip to make a visit to
Pastor Bouloute of the Gran Planne church on Île-à-Vache.
He is very, very ill and we were able to pray with him.

Pastor Chuck was able to do two days of in-person pastoral
training while we were in Haiti this time. He also does that
via Skype from Buffalo, as do some other US pastors.

Pastor Touloute is working with LCMS Disaster Response
to address the devastation from Hurricane Matthew.

First Trinity member Renée Geitz has worked with Yelline
and Genet Gelin (of CIO) to start two Mothers Clubs (10
women in each). These are micro-loan opportunities and
all 20 women have started businesses that support their
families. The Gelins have a goal of getting 200 women in
Mothers Clubs this year!

The Children of Israel Orphanage has a very pressing need
for transportation. The cost: $25,000.
Several of the older kids at CIO are going to university.
The Izidor Family is working on a plan for helping the
CIO kids launch into adult life. They request prayers for
that great challenge.

HURRICANE MATTHEW RELIEF

13,495

$

Donated for Immediate
Hurricane Relief in
October/November.

+

16,096

$

Donated for clean water
projects in Haiti as part of
the Christmas Offering.

From all of us here at the Israel Izidor Foundation, we
thank you for all you do to support us. Your prayers,
your continued giving, your texts and emails are all so
important to encourage us in the work God has for us.
I know that Israelson, the children, and the entire
family working on the ground in Les Cayes and Torbeck
are encouraged by your continued generosity. We thank
God for you every time we remember you.
Your most recent donation of $3,168.90 arrived this week,
and I must say that I was deeply moved when I opened
that envelope. You just continue to give and give. What
a blessing and a witness to our great God. Just yesterday,
God reminded me of His heart for the generous giver:
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also
reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also
reap generously. Each of you should give what you
have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And
God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all
things at all times, having all that you need, you will

=

29,591

$

Total Donations for
Hurricane Matthew Relief
Efforts in Haiti

abound in every good work. As it is written: “They
have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; their
righteousness endures forever.” 2 Corinthians 9:6-9
God is using your support for amazing work in Haiti
as our team continues to distribute Aquatabs, food,
medical relief, and the love of Christ to those in great
need. The traveling team of nurses has been able
to reach some small areas that have otherwise been
unreachable. We have continued to provide food and
shelter in Les Cayes to those in need. The medical
clinic is running every day it is safely possible. Pastors
are being given supplies and money for their homes
and congregations. Israelson is nearly finished repairing
the internet hardware so that we can begin pastoral
training as soon as possible. They are hungry for food
that lasts.
So again, we thank God for you. We could not do
what we are doing without you, truly.
– Barb Deradoorian, Israel Izidor Foundation
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Marsha Peth, Director of Care Ministry

Fulfilling the Law of Christ

Left to right: Nancy Grace, Gay Potter, and Tracy Bramwell

At First Trinity, we like to “Celebrate
the hurts and joys of life together” as
our core values say. Our Vision for
2020 says it this way: “First Trinity
is a safe place where people are
connected in supportive relationships,
cared for, prayed for, listened to, and
challenged to make a difference.”
This is a story of exactly that.
It begins with Gay Potter, who for
many years was a shepherd (small
group leader) in Children’s Sunday
School and an usher in worship. She
cared for, prayed for and listened to
the children in her care. Gay greeted
people and welcomed them to church.
She made a difference. But years later,
after a fall and broken hip, it was Gay
who needed care.
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God brought the family of First
Trinity to surround her with His love.
Nancy Grace, Debbie Halstead, and
Tracy and Mark Bramwell visited
her, cared for her, and gave her rides
to church and VBS. Loraine Jensen,
Sue Crimmen, and Mary Ann
Milak-Young sent her cards. Bonnie
Sugrue and her quartet came to sing
to her at her residence. The Tuesday
Prayer Group kept praying for her.
They cared and made a difference.
Gay is now back in worship, eagerly
awaiting an opportunity to serve
again—to make a difference by
praying for others, ushering, or
helping wherever God uses her! Praise
God for His joining us together as
a church family, a body of believers

who are called to care for and support
one another as together we spread the
Good News of Jesus Christ.
Galatians 6:2 tells us to “Bear one
another’s burdens, and thereby
fulfill the law of Christ.” What a joy
it is to fulfill the law of Christ, to love
and care for one another! We can each
care for one another at First Trinity
any time we see a need. However, if
you would like to know more about
becoming involved in a more formal
way as part of our Care Ministries,
get in touch with me. (Marsha Peth,
mpeth@FirstTrinity.com)

Debbie Ferrante, Preschool Director

Interacting with our Community
through the Elections
First Trinity has hosted elections for three years now, with as
many as three local election districts calling us their polling
place. During the November elections each year, we host
a bake sale fundraiser for our Preschool. Excitement was
mounting as we considered the additional attendance a
Presidential election could bring compared to previous ones.
Would we be up to the challenge?
We got the word out to our families and the congregation
and received a generous response in baked goods and table
volunteers. Some of the most popular volunteers were the
middle-school aged children of our 2-year-old teaching
team (Andrea Fabian and Karin McGowan). Haley
Fabian and Matthew and Zach McGowan attracted
customers with their exuberance and answered questions
whenever people had them.
The church doors opened at 5 a.m. to prepare for voting.
We offered a plethora of goods including free coffee and tea
from 6 a.m. and 9 p.m. As I began to heat up the water and
make coffee I welcomed the election volunteers whom we
have come to know over the years. We were told that the
volunteers request our church because of the welcoming
atmosphere and of course the good food and coffee. We
made sure there was always a hot pot ready for them.
Hundreds of people stopped by our table to enjoy our
goodies. Donations were given to us throughout the day.
Some just said, “Keep the change!” while others just left
us a generous monetary gift. At times voting lines moved

out into the gym hallway which gave our mouth-watering
delicacies a chance to tempt them and an opportunity for
us to chat. Some were hesitant to take the free cup of coffee
we offered until they realized there were no strings attached.
By the end of the day, we had made $775. We plan to use
the money for playground improvements.
While the fundraising was important, I realized by midmorning that this was more than just a bake sale. We
welcomed neighbors into our home, many of whom might
never enter a church. Church staff stood outside their
offices greeting the voters and a wheel chair was available
for those who found the long hallway to the gym daunting.
Periodically, elderly voters would take a seat by our tables
with a cup of coffee in hand and chat with us for a while.
We remembered some from previous years and greeted
them like old friends. Strangers told us they attended
our preschool when they were a child or had been in our
building before because of some event we had hosted. Many
commented on our beautiful facilities.
There was a lot of stress connected to this past election, but
I believe God gave us an opportunity to minister to our
community neighbors right within our walls. The warm,
friendly environment–and especially our staff and volunteers–
communicated the love of Jesus to all who entered. God’s
Spirit was present in and through us as we shared the Peace of
Christ with those we encountered that day. We are connected
to this community more than I ever realized.

Our Preschool children shared the Gospel with us through song at the 8:45 service on December 11, 2016.
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Brenda Floriano, First Trinity Member

Doing Life with Others
“Hey Brenda, we are starting new life groups and wondered if you might be interested.”
– Sue Steege inviting me to be in a life group

Groups

5 new groups launched
in September 2017.

People

36 people have joined
these new Life Groups.

Frequency

I did kind of like the idea of a women’s group. Tuesday nights are good. Coffee and
dessert too!! I really, really like dessert. Count me in. In the past, I’ve found the AllChurch Studies to be very inspirational. The same was true for God Space (and it is all
God’s space—the heaven, the earth and the sea and all that is in them). It reminded me
that though it is important we go to church on Sunday (Remember the Sabbath), we
must be the church on Monday.
We should strive to create God Space by setting a good example, being a good listener,
looking for opportunities, serving with humility, and starting conversations. Sharing our
experiences within our life group kept me accountable and less passive. It also gave me new
insights and ideas on creating new God Spaces and how to improve future conversations.

Groups meet 3 times/year
for 6 weeks straight.

Topics

Life groups participate in
the All-Church Study in
the Fall, a study based on
a sermon series in the
Winter, and a topic of their
choosing in the Spring.

Join Today!

Go to FirstTrinity.com and
click Ministries ≥ Adults ≥
Life Groups on the blue
menu bar for details about
how to join. Can’t find a
group that works for you?
Contact Sue Steege
(ssteege@FirstTrinity.com)
to explore starting one.

Brenda Floriano (front left) has been a member of First Trinity for eight years. Brenda leads the
Preschool area at Vacation Bible School and regularly volunteers to serve others.

Our life group is God Space. Listening and watching are easy and natural. Praying with
each other is heartfelt and powerful. The enthusiasm of our new believers is refreshing
and contagious! Each need or challenge seems to be one that is shared by another in the
group. Only our amazing Creator could have created such an amazing group!! We were
all disappointed the study was complete, but looked forward to the Christmas Party and
the next session in January.
The “I AM” series allowed for more Bible study and its application to our lives. Because
we were discussing very personal life experiences, we shared a lot of laughter and many
tears. Our connections and relationships continually deepen and grow stronger as we
share in victories and losses. Thank you, God, for girlfriends!
Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and
Christ Jesus throughout all generations forever and ever. (Ephesians 3:20-21)
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All-Church Study
170 Participants
22 Groups
Jason Christ, Director of Attract and Middle School Ministry

Creating Space for Spiritual
Conversations
The All-Church Study takes place every Fall as we explore a
single topic together as a congregation. Worship and Sunday
School for High School and up have been focusing on
the same themes for several years. In 2016, we added Life
Groups to the mix, giving more people the opportunity to
grow together. You can read more about the Life Groups
experience on the previous page.
Our study this year was God Space by Doug Pollock. The
study builds on our previous All-Church Study (Joining Jesus
on His Mission by Greg Finke), exploring how we create
“God Space” where spiritual conversations happen in a natural
way as we notice, serve,
listen, and wonder
with others, waiting
for the Spirit to give us
opportunity to share
how Jesus has impacted
our lives.
We heard several stories of
life change from people.
One person shared about
a road trip with their
brother who is an atheist.
This person was able to
listen and wonder and
listen and wonder during

the car ride on the subject of faith. Another person talked
about how the book helped her relationship with a sister-inlaw improve as she put the principles into practice.
Here are three quotes we received on the evaluation about the
impact of the All-Church Study:
“I liked that the video was honest in stating the way the world
views “the church” and Christians. This is huge. We need to be
willing to change our delivery but not our message in order to
reach the people who don’t have a relationship with Jesus.”
“I like to think I will be
more aware of what I see
in people during a normal
day…to always be aware of
opportunities to find out if
people I run into know Jesus.”
“It made me consider my
calling and responsibility and
‘step up’ despite being a new
Christian. It alleviated some of
the fears I have had about this
topic putting faith in the Holy
Spirit to give me the right
words at the right time.”

DID YOU KNOW? Sue Steege does a drawing of the sermon and
posts them to Facebook. This is Week 1 of God Space.
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Giving to Mission and Ministry
ATTRIBUTED GIVING
TO MISSION AND MINISTRY

ATTRIBUTED GIVING
TO MISSION AND MINISTRY

(AUGUST - JANUARY)

(AUGUST 2016 - JANUARY 2017)

500K
440K

9.7%
10.7%

407.5K

371.3K

380K

GIVING
UNITS

335.4K
320K
260K
200K

347

FISCAL

FISCAL

FISCAL

2015

2016

2017

30

NEW
GIVERS

PERCENTAGE OF DONATIONS FROM ONLINE GIVING

31.8%

FISCAL 2015

37.0%

FISCAL 2016

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may
be food in My house, and test Me now in this,” says the LORD
of hosts, “if I will not open for you the windows of heaven and
pour out for you a blessing until it overflows.” (Malachi 3:10)
I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every
prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, because
of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.
And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you
will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.
(Philippians 1:3-6)
These verses beautifully capture the feelings of leadership at First
Trinity. We witness God’s faithfulness day in and day out because of
the outrageous generosity of His people in this place. God is using your
faithful contributions to make the ministry in this report (and so much
more!) happen. Because of your partnership, the ancient truth of God’s
Word—hope and grace in Jesus—is transforming lives today!
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38.9%

FISCAL 2017

FOUR

OPTION 1: ONLINE
Visit FTGives.com to make
a quick donation or setup
recurring giving.

OPTION 2: IN WORSHIP
Give via check or cash
during the offering
at worship.

OPTION 3: MAIL
You can mail your gift to
1570 Niagara Falls Blvd
Tonawanda, NY 14150

OPTION 4: STOCKS
Contact Tim Hartnett at
thartnett@FirstTrinity.com
or 716-835-2220 for info.

Ron Opferbeck, Kairos Prison Ministry Volunteer

Jesus at Work in the Prisons
I was in prison and you came to visit me. (Matthew 25:36b)
Kairos is an international Christian prison ministry,
presenting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. Volunteers from
many denominations form teams of 25 or so to go inside
Albion (women) and Wende (men) Correctional Facilities.
Two 4-day and two 2-day retreats happen each year. In
addition, volunteers meet with inmates every Sunday night
from 6-9 p.m. Brian Bunny, Ron Opferbeck, and Bruce
and Carla Stone from First Trinity all participate.
Volunteers are processed in and escorted to the chapel,
where they are joined by 30-35 inmates on a typical Sunday
visit. There is free time to greet and chat. The program
begins with prayer and a few praise songs. An inmate gives
a short witness talk. The topic is assigned on one of the
teachings from the 4-day retreat. It might be on Christian
action, prayer, love as revealed in Jesus, etc. Inmates are
invited to respond to the talk.
I believe the Holy Spirit directs the responses. On a recent
Sunday, the responses were so relevant to someone asking
the “why” questions about God, some of the inmates could
be preachers! Several who have converted from the Muslim
faith give wonderful Christian testimonies. The volunteers
are also asked to respond.

Kairos Volunteers (Brian Bunny top left, Ron Opferbeck bottom right)

The people present break into “prayer and share” groups
of 5 or 6. Coffee and cookies are served. The small groups
share something about their walk with Jesus during the
previous week. Topics include: a close moment with Christ,
something learned from Scripture or other Christian
reading, Christian action, something to be thankful for, and
finally something they need prayer for. The small groups
pray and join the large group circle for closing prayer and
the song, “Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.”
I have been blessed to be a part of Kairos for many years.
Observing how the Lord works in and on these men is
very encouraging. To see them take leadership and witness
to their faith in Jesus encourages me to keep going. They
are making a difference in the facility. Correction officers
notice the difference in many. Kairos needs more volunteers
and prayer warriors. Please feel free to contact the people
mentioned in this article. God bless you!

MIDDLE SCHOOL BAPTISMAL REMEMBRANCE EVENT
Students in Confirmation gathered
on January 26 to remember what
God did for them in Baptism. They
were encouraged to invite friends
and relatives who were spiritually
influential in their lives.
The Youth Band led worship, some of
the students did the readings, and
Pastor taught on Baptism and shared
his testimony with the students and
their loved ones. During the service,
loved ones and small group leaders
were able to participate in a blessing
over their students. Confirmation
Sunday is May 7 at the 11:15 service.
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Rebekah Freed, Director of High School and Young Adult Ministry

Sharing Life with Students
maybe Jesus drew the student who
made the comment about not coming
in the room just one little baby step
closer to Himself simply by stepping
into a room he associated with church.

Students enjoying free goodies at UB Common Ground.

We were delighted to share with you
not only the gospel of God, but our
lives as well, because you had become
so dear to us. (1 Thessalonians 2:8)
This passage guided the launch of our
new ministry on the campus of the
University at Buffalo: UB Common
Ground. Whether it’s sharing some
tips for a job interview, asking how
a chemistry test went last week, or
following up about a health issue, we
share life with students and find ways
to express how dear they are to us. We
also get opportunities to share the
good news of Jesus and His love.
The concept is simple: We show up
every Wednesday with homemade
treats, fruit, and drinks, put a sign
in the hallway announcing the free
goodies inside, and wait for students
to show up. As they come in, some
are hesitant, certain there must be a
catch. We assure them, it’s truly free
and to help themselves to anything
they want. Others come back week
after week and know the drill. Some
14

stop in quick between classes and grab
stuff to go, and others decide to stay,
take a break, and chat. Either way,
we are able to create some “common
ground” with the students and share
God’s love through our service.
As we stepped into this new ministry,
we knew we needed to define
a “win”. What would it look like
if our ministry was effective? One
of the many markers of success we
landed on was “to have at least one
quality conversation with a student
each week”. God is faithful and last
semester we walked off campus every
single week with that win!
Another win: One guy came in
while two of his friends stayed in the
hall. One of them even said “Prayer
Furnace? (the name of the room we use)
I’m not going in there!” The student
who did come in got some food,
thanked me, and left. He returned
30 minutes later with four friends,
including the ones who wouldn’t come
in originally. I can’t help but think that

So far, we’ve had 368 total guests, an
average of 22/week. Our volunteers
have logged 150 hours on campus.
We’ve prayed for 91 prayer requests
on our own and with students. We’ve
seen students get connected to
campus ministries and local churches.
We’ve talked with Christians and
those who still don’t know Jesus and
all seem to walk away encouraged.
Here are some of the types of
comments we hear from students
week-to-week:
“This is all worth it each week even if
it’s just for me. Seriously, I’ve been so
encouraged by this!”
“This is my favorite part of the week;
I’ve been looking forward to this
since Monday!”
“I’m having a bad day. I don’t really
want to talk about it right now, but
I’m thankful to just be around people
who care.”
Jesus is working on campus and we
want to invite you to join Him! Come
with us to campus on a Wednesday
afternoon and interact with students.
If you can’t be involved while we are
there, we send out prayer requests
weekly to those willing to pray for
the students. We also need supplies
like fresh fruit, K-cups, baked goods,
bottled water and more. If you want to
partner with us, get in touch with me.
(rfreed@FirstTrinity.com, 835-2220)

Sue Steege, Director of Transformation Ministry

Our Kids are Digging In to
God’s Word!
Our Elementary-aged Sunday school
program (now called FT Kids)
changed curriculum in September
2016. We heard feedback from
kids and volunteers that the old
material was not meeting the needs
of children and families today. After
reviewing several options, we are
now using Dig In from Group
Publishing (the same folks that
create our Vacation Bible School
curriculum). Dig In is designed to
create deep Bible experiences for
kids. For the 2016-2017 school
year, we are focusing on Jesus’ life.
Already, we are seeing new energy
and excitement around our Sunday
morning programming for children!
Kids spend the first part of the hour
each week in Large Group. One of
our awesome teachers leads the kids through various activities
that help them understand who Jesus is and how to follow
Him. There are video clips, worship song videos, sharing with
a partner, games and more. The pace is quick—which helps
kids stay engaged and learning.
The second part of the hour is spent in small groups, which
we call “flocks”. Each flock has a shepherd, and we are grateful
that several of our shepherds are young adults who give their
time every week. Lisa Collins, one of the shepherds, said,
“Being a volunteer with the FT Kids is the BEST part of my week!”
In the flocks, kids get to have discussions, make crafts, or play
a game. Each activity is centered on the Biblical event for the
week and helps the kids learn.
Pam Jones (famjones@roadrunner.com) is the Director of
FT Kids. She has faithfully served in Sunday School since
1988. If you love kids and would like a chance to serve, we’d
love to have you! There are lots of ways to serve and we
provide training so you’ll know what to do. Contact Pam or
myself (ssteege@FirstTrinity.com, 835-2220) to learn more.

One interesting story about how FT Kids is impacting
children: Lisa Cross, one of our Large Group Teachers,
posted this photo on Facebook. I saw the picture of the
“creations” made in FT Kids right before heading into the
11:15 service. As I was getting ready for the service, I went
up to talk to the Fabian kids in the front row. I was talking
with Luke and Riley. Luke did all the talking, but Riley
was nodding her head “yes” quite vigorously to everything
Luke said. Here’s how the conversation went:
Me:“It looked like you guys had some fun in Sunday School today.”
Luke with a big smile: “It was really fun!”
Me: “What were you building?”
Luke: “They were houses. Each flock got to build their own house.
It was really fun.”
Me: “What were you supposed to learn from that?”
Luke: “The Bible says that if you build your house on sand, you’re
a fool, but if you build your house on the Rock–which is Jesus–you
will be able stand through any storm that comes your way.”
Amen, Luke!
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We love to worship together in and
through multiple settings and styles,
as we continue to worship with our
everyday lives.
– Part of the First Trinity 2020 Vision
This Good Friday, we’re excited to offer a new
setting and style for personal worship. We’ll
have our usual Good Friday Tenebrae service
as we reflect on our sinfulness, hear the seven
last words of Christ, and gradually darken the
church. This service will be at 12:30 p.m. on
April 14.

EXPERIENCE THE SACRIFICE

JoURNEy

through

Friday, April 14

come anytime
between

GOoD
FRiDaY

2-8pm

First Trinity Lutheran Church
1570 Niagara Falls Blvd., Tonawanda

A self-guided, meditative, interactive, walk-through worship event.

FIRSTTRINITY.COM/FRIDAY

Following the corporate worship service,
we’ll be transforming the entire first floor of
our building into a new personal worship
experience. There will be 16 stages depicting
the events that Jesus endured on Good Friday.
It will be a self-guided, meditative, and
interactive worship event.
At each stage there will be things for you to
read, see, and do as you contemplate the
suffering and sacrifice that Jesus made for you.
Come anytime between 2 and 8 p.m. Stay as
long or as little as you’d like, but anticipate
around 30 minutes to complete the journey.
Our prayer is that you will consider
attending—and possibly bring a friend. There
are postcards at the Welcome Center you can
use to share the details about the event, or
send to a friend. Posters are available upon
request if you would like to help promote it
in your workplace or the community.
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