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Transforming our world, one life at a time, through the power of God’s living Word.

Set Apart by God
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But you are a chosen race, A royal priesthood, a holy nation,
a people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim
the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into
His marvelous light. 1 Peter 2:9
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Chuck Whited, Senior Pastor

Imagine, we have been chosen by God. We did not choose Him, He
chose you and me. He made us holy. That means we have been set apart
for His service. To be holy means you are not for just any use. You are
not for regular everyday use. You are special. You have been chosen for
something special, something God has in mind, something spectacular.
This is true of us as individuals and it is true of us as a church. Peter
says we are chosen for a purpose, to proclaim the joy of belonging to
Jesus. Jesus said the same thing in John 15. He said that not only did
He choose us, but that He appointed us that we might go and bear
fruit. As we talk about our vision for the next few years, we are looking
at how we can be the church in the world, bearing fruit and telling
people the good news of Jesus Christ.
Beloved, in Matthew 5:16, all God is really calling us to do is “Let your
light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.” He is just asking us
to live our faith in the world. He is calling us to be His hands and feet in
the world. He wants us to be the church in the world.
We heard in our vision meetings the importance of being in the
world and shining the light of Jesus. In this report, you will see some
examples of how that has happened in the last six months. You may
even find some ways you can get involved. If you have any questions
about this report, or don’t know how to get involved with something
you see here, or you just want to share what you’re thinking: we would
love to hear from you.
To Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all
generations forever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:21

Read about the new Lifetree Café outreach
that is “going” to students at the University
at Buffalo.

Luke Ciminelli shares how he has grown
closer to God through participating and
helping to lead the Worship Band. You can
also find a list of deaths, baptisms, and
weddings during this period.

Page 7

Find out how our preschool is reaching kids
and their families, and the blessing the new
parking lot project has been to our preschool.
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First Trinity is expanding its reach around
the world by providing devotions and
resources for people through our website and
church blog.
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Youth and Young adults take an active role
in serving others through mission trips to
Jamaica and Florida, plus Christmas gifts for
needy children around the world.
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Our Children’s Sunday School students share
God’s love and warmth with our members
who are homebound.

Page 11

Learn how the all-church book study on
40 Days of Love has impacted people’s
relationships with others.

Page 12

Get an update on our finances and plans for a
new Generosity Team.

Page 13

Anne DiCenso shares how she learned to pray
at the Tuesday Night Prayer Group, plus find
out what we’re doing to reach guests who come
into our building.

Pages 14-15

We celebrated 175 years as a people of God
in 2014. See pictures and read about the
community festival and celebration banquet.
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On Penn State University’s campus, where I currently minister, there are approximately 44,000 students. Our best
estimates are that approximately 1,200 to 1,500 of those students are regularly involved in Christian fellowship through a
parachurch group or local church. That’s about 2.5% of the student body, or less than the percentage of professing Christians
in Communist China, where people can face criminal charges for operating outside of the state-sanctioned church. ... This
isn’t just Penn State, by the way—this is true of campuses all over North America.”
—Steven Lutz, campus ministry leader at Penn State University
Author of College Ministry in a Post-Christian Culture

Going to the University at Buffalo

Rebekah Freed, Director of High School and Young Adult Ministry
As a church that has occasional mission opportunities to China, the above statistic knocked
me off my feet. Western New York has multiple campuses that likely share a similar
demographic to that of Penn State. We have opportunites to be missionaries just a few
blocks away at the University at Buffalo and God has opened doors to do just that through
launching a new Lifetree Café location on campus this fall. As I think about this new
ministry outreach, I have realized that in many ways it is very similar to what we experience
and how we go about short term mission trips. Read on to see what I mean:
Go!
There is a reason that for the past 12 years, a group of First Trinity members have gotten
on planes and flown to Haiti. It would be extremely difficult, if not impossible, to be an
effective missionary to the people of Haiti without God’s command to go. It makes sense
in our minds when we think of those we might want to reach in another country, yet when
it comes to being mission-minded in our own community, we often expect people to come. “Come with me to worship.”
“Come see what this is all about.” While coming is important, we can’t exclude the concept of going where the people are.
Lifetree Café is a chance for us to go to college students. We show up on their turf, in their space, paying attention to their
culture and customs and then work to figure out ways to use that culture to share truths about Jesus.
It’s about the people!
We value mission trips—both international like Haiti or China, and domestic like high school Workcamp trips—because they
communicate value to the people in those places. By showing up, we are saying, “You matter!” “You are not forgotten!” Some
have wondered whether ministries that we support in Haiti, China, or domestically might be better off using the money it
takes to send a team there to advance their cause. Money is a necessary aspect of any ministry, but there is no price tag that can
be put on being able to communicate to people in another place with our presence. It shows they are noticed—by God and us.
It really is about the people. Lifetree Café, both at First Trinity and UB, is an opportunity to focus on the people and
relationships. We hope and truly pray that each week Christ reveals His presence and is communicated clearly in the
conversations we have with the people who attend. But I also see the truth that the relationships are more important as we gain
the right to share the truth of what we believe only after we see people as people, not projects. The structure of Lifetree Café
allows this in a natural, relational, and non-judgmental way.
Respect the Culture and Learn the Language!
I spent the summer before moving to New York serving at an orphanage
in Uganda, Africa. My friend Jessica and I were under the impression that
we needed to wear skirts whenever we were out of the volunteer house or
orphanage compound, so that’s basically all we brought. Upon arrival, we
discovered that the Ugandans were used to seeing Western women in jeans/
pants and many of the other volunteers often wore those instead of skirts.
We went along week after week each wearing what we brought and no one
seemed to notice. That is, until we prepared to leave the country. Many
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of the Ugandans made it a point to stop me and Jessica
before we left and thank us for the respect we showed their
country and culture by wearing skirts during our time in
Uganda. They did not feel disrespected by those that wore
pants, but it became clear that they valued our witness to
Christ in a different way because we were willing to set
aside our own preferences and culture and take on their
own. This is similar to why our Haiti teams have started
trying to learn the Vacation Bible School songs in Creole.
It demonstrates effort to be like Christ. As He became like
us to communicate His love, we can respect and get to
know the culture and language of those with whom we are
trying to share Jesus.
Lifetree Café helps us do this on campus. Colleges truly
are a different culture in and of themselves. If I use
“churchy” words and expect people to respond, I might as well be talking to them in a foreign
language. Lifetree Café helps us communicate Jesus in a way that respects people’s culture and
communicates truth in a common language. This can be uncomfortable at times because it
may not be my primary “language”. Sometimes this means not saying something I would want
to say or simply taking care to listen before responding. In the end, the respect you earn, goes
a long way and supports your witness when you do have opportunities to share Christ.
Eat Together!
Whenever anyone comes back from an international trip, some of the best stories often revolve
around food. In many countries, it is important to accept what others generously share in
hospitality… even if you’re not completely sure how to identify what you’re putting in your
mouth! Sharing a meal together often promotes unity and bridges divides in a unique way.
In the book of Acts we hear that it was also a key element in the early Church. “They broke
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and
enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who
were being saved.” (Acts 2:46-47)
While we don’t serve a full meal at Lifetree Café, food is an important part of the picture,
especially with the demographic at UB. College students love food; college students especially
love free food. This element of Lifetree Café not only helps create a welcoming atmosphere for
conversation, but sometimes, it’s the free food and coffee that draws them into the room in
the first place. We hope people will stay for the conversation. However, in welcoming students
who maybe are just there for the food, explaining what Lifetree Café is and letting them leave
with a snack even if they don’t stay for the program, we communicate radical hospitality.
This might be the first interaction (or at least the first positive one) they’ve ever had with a
Christian. In offering food without expectation we show true Christ-like love that expects
nothing in return.
In the End, It’s about Jesus
Whether you’re getting on a plane and flying halfway around the world or walking across the
street to visit a neighbor, God’s call remains the same: “Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you
always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20). I have truly enjoyed God’s call for me to
go to UB each Tuesday night to lead a group of young adults who have also answered that call.
It’s not always easy. We don’t have it all figured out, but God is at work and I wouldn’t want
to miss it for anything! In the end, it’s all about Jesus, and as we go, we rest in the promise He
goes with us. Where could you go to today?!?

Start Date

November 4, 2014

Average
Attendance
12 Students

Unique
Attenders

54 Guests attended
one of the first eight
sessions. Another
5-10 stopped to
ask questions
each week.

UB Costs

$50/week for food
and room rental

Lifetree Costs

$3,300/year for
materials at UB and
First Trinity Lifetree
Café locations.

Leadership
Team

15+ students from
Lutheran Campus
Ministries and
Intervarsity
Christian Fellowship
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Growing Closer to Jesus Through Worship
Luke Ciminelli

Being a part of the worship team is one of the greatest opportunities I have had
to serve at First Trinity. I enjoy worshipping with the congregation as well as at
rehearsals. Playing in the worship band has been central/integral to my faith growth
these last five years. I made strong connections with the other musicians in the band,
many of whom were youth. This led me to become involved with the youth group.
Before I joined the worship band, my connection to God and the church was
practically non-existent. I went to church on Sunday with my mom every week
and confirmation on Thursdays, but that was about it. I never really wanted to go
and never looked forward to it, but God reached out to me with something that
He knew I couldn’t resist: music. However, I now realize that I value being in a
relationship with Him in components of my life other than music. Because of this,
my priorities shifted in the right direction for the first time.
The longer I played with the band, the more passionate for worshipping God
I became. As I got even more involved with the band, I eventually came to the
conclusion that my passion is to lead worship. I didn’t know how or when or where, I just felt that way.
The most difficult thing I went through with the band was the change in worship band leaders. I had built a relationship with
Jubal Myer, which would be something that I’d miss a lot, especially with music. Just like the friendships I had with other
members of the band, losing one would not be an easy thing for me to deal with. Even though I knew that this transition
opened up many doors for several people, I had a lot of mixed emotions that made the transition difficult for me. One truth
that I’ve held on to through the struggles of my faith is Romans 8:28:
And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to His purpose.
In the midst of the questions I had, God has been showing me that there is a greater plan beyond what I can see and
understand. Tim Amor has been a much-needed blessing from God as he has led through the transition. Tim is giving us a
new perspective on worshipping, both personally and with the congregation.
I have learned a lot from working with Tim and leading the worship band monthly. One of the most valuable things I’ve
understood from this experience is that the best leaders are the ones who empower others to lead. This has taught me a lot about
humility, not just with leading worship but in other leadership roles I have in my life like sports team captain or running my jazz
combo. I also see this value in the leadership roles in our church and it has been a great way to approach the vision process.
I am eager to continue walking with God and find out where He is leading me in His purpose.

Deaths

Dennis Heuser (8/4/2014)
Audrey Kacz (9/6/2014)
Howard Webster (9/23/2014)
Robert Klettke (10/19/2014)
Edward Ferbackher (10/27/2014)
Lana Orvec (10/30/2014)
Norene Zuch (11/2/2014)
Helen Hoffman (11/17/2014)
Tracy Hicks (1/2/2015)
Christopher Hartnett (1/3/2015)
Ruth Williams (1/5/2015)
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Baptisms

Gavin Scott Lombardo (8/10/2014)
Lyanna Louise Valenti (8/31/2014)
Jaiden Anthony Orlando (11/9/2014)
Henry Lyle McCabe (11/15/2014)
MinYou Zhang (11/29/2014)
Yunhe Wu (11/ 29/2014)
Melanie Rose Clark (12/21/2014)

Weddings

Dan Osika & Sarah Doster (8/23/2014)
Garrick Wright & Gretchen Kunz (9/7/2014)
Gregory Burow & Sarah Taber (9/27/2014)
Erik Browning & Shonna Marcheson (10/3/2014)
Joe Allsop & Cindy O’Keefe (12/28/2014)

Reaching Out to Kids and Their Families
Debbie Ferrante, Preschool Director

Exciting things are happening in the Preschool! Here are some of
the highlights:
•
•

•

•

•
•

We expanded our two-year-old program this year and we are
adding another day next year.
Most of our 62 children and their families attended the Ice Cream
Social. Families enjoyed ice cream treats, connected with teachers,
and explored what happens in the classroom. We are grateful to a
preschool family who generously donated all the ice cream for the
event this year!
First Trinity Member Todd Helming of Hermann Studios once again snapped
beautiful school pictures of our classes and students. The pictures are on display on
the preschool bulletin board in the lobby. He graciously donates the proceeds back to
our school each year as well!
We took advantage of the First Trinity Election Day polling place by offering a bake
sale to all the voters. Many church members and preschool families donated baked
goods and their time to help with the bake sale, raising over $600. Other fundraisers
this year brought in another $1,125. We were able to purchase two new classroom
tables, wall bulletin boards and a small refrigerator with the money.
Our students served others as they sang in worship in December and by donating
items to Cornerstone Manor and Haiti. Preschool families and church members
generously supplied toys, baby equipment and children’s clothing.
We are supporting families by providing age-specific emails and resources for parents
on a monthly basis. See page 8 for more information about these. One mom shared
how the information helped her overcome her children’s bedtime struggles.

In addition to all this, we were blessed with a new playground as part of the recent parking lot expansion. The kids and teachers
both love having such a wonderful space to play, explore God’s creation, and learn together. Kids are helping to care for the
playground by planting flowers in the area as well. We believe this playground–combined
with our loving staff and caring Christian classroom environment–will be a big draw
to families considering our school for years to come. Thank you for your outrageous
generosity in making the parking lot and playground a reality! It is such a blessing to us!
I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. Ephesians 1:16
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Inclining Your Heart to God in the Everyday
Annie Reed, First Trinity Member

When I was a teenager, my brother graduated from college. His first job
was at a law firm, helping refugees who had fled their own countries
to be granted asylum in the United States. These people were perhaps
victims of torture, or in grave danger for political or religious reasons.
When my brother graduated, my parents gave him a framed calligraphy
print of Micah 6:8: “He has showed you, O man, what is good. And
what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy
and to walk humbly with your God.”

Connect with First Trinity

Did you know?

You can keep up with what’s going on at
First Trinity by following our blog. Go to
FirstTrinity.com/blog to access all of our posts.
You can also click “blog” on the blue menu bar
at the top to get there. Once there, you can
read all the posts, or enter your email address
to receive them all by email as they get posted.
You will find updates about different ministries,
news and coming event information, summaries
of the Executive Ministry Team meetings and
more. In addition to all that, each Monday
we publish devotions like Annie’s (see right
column). They are all written by members of
First Trinity. It’s a great way to start your week as
you read and reflect on what is written.
Do you have something to share? We are
looking for some guest writers to answer the
question: “What does the resurrection of Jesus
mean to me?” Your devotion should include
at least one Bible verse and be 300-500 words
long. Contact Jason Christ (716-835-2220,
jchrist@FirstTrinity.com) if you are interested
in writing one of the guest posts.
In addition to the devotions, we also have some
other resources available to help you grow in
your faith. Check the “resources” menu to see
what’s available. If you have a resource you
think we should look at including, email the
information to Jason Christ.

My brother did important work that promoted justice and peace. But
when I’ve read Micah 6:8 in the last fifteen years, all I could think
about was that I was not defending the cause of besieged refugees, and
so maybe I wasn’t acting justly or loving mercy. Reading this verse along
with those that come before it gives me a clearer picture of what it
means to worship and walk humbly with my God. Micah writes:
With what shall I come before the LORD and bow down before the
exalted God? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves
a year old? Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten
thousand rivers of oil? Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression, the
fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? He has showed you, O man, what
is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to
love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6:6-8
In contrast to the complicated list of sacrifices, acting justly and loving
mercy are shown as the simple, clear path that God sets before me as
I live and worship. What these mean is different for different people.
I want the plight of refugees to never be far from my mind, especially
in Buffalo, where the refugee population is growing faster than the
residential population. But whatever the causes that we work and fight
for, justice and mercy are shown primarily in the small things, in daily
inclining our hearts toward God in our everyday tasks and interactions.
For me, acting justly means inviting the refugee family that lives in my
neighborhood into my home, despite the awkwardness of cultural and
language barriers. For me, loving mercy means wishing my husband
well on his way out the door in the morning, even when I want to be
the one who has a quiet office to go to for the day. And for me, walking
humbly with my God means reading my one-year-old son the same
books over and over, even when I’m tired of titles like Diggers, My
First Steelers Book, and Guess How Much I Love You. Simple worship is
everyday faithfulness in the responsibilities and relationships that God
has set before me. Act justly, love mercy, walk humbly with my God:
again and again and again. What does that mean for you?

Looking for help with parenting kids?
We’ve got you covered! Go to FirstTrinity.com and click “Resources for Parents” in the “Resources” menu. You can find lots
of great resources that are updated each month. You can also sign up to receive free age-specific parenting emails for Preschool,
Children (Grades K-5), and Youth (Grades 6-12).
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Youth and Young Adults Serving Others
Operation Christmas Child

Christmas came a little early this year for some youth and young
adults. We gathered on October 30 to package boxes for Operation
Christmas Child. This organization collects shoe boxes filled with
toys, toiletry items, and more. These are distributed along with the
truth about Jesus to children all around the world at Christmas
time. This was our second year participating and we were able to fill,
package, and donate 18 boxes!

Florida Mission Trip: Delighted to Share
Jamaica Mission Trip
Stacy DiCenso, Mission Trip Participant
During this most recent trip to Jamaica, I really saw
how God worked in our nursing and construction
projects. I personally was on the medical screening
team, and saw first-hand how much our aid was of
benefit to the people. Our traveling clinic met with
people who would otherwise go without sufficient
health care, and who were suffering conditions such
as high blood pressure and diabetes.
Most often we would find that these conditions
were going untreated. We learned that doctors’
offices were either too far away, or too much of a
wait in order to make it worth a visit. The Jamaican
people have a lot to do in order to keep them and
their families cared for!
On the construction front, the bonding between
our team and the Jamaican workers, as well as
the bonding within our team, was obvious and
awesome. God moved everyone in such a way as
to come together as strangers and create something
beautiful and helpful. At the end of the day, we
all came together to share stories, laugh, and sing
as our team leaders Al, Andy, and Dillon brought
us back to the church, narrowly avoiding the large
potholes in the road.
In my own life, God showed me that health care
was something that I thoroughly enjoyed, and
that it was something I would be willing and able
to pursue as my future career. The young adults,
youth, and leaders of this trip came infinitely more
close to God and His people through this first
international youth mission trip, and we are excited
to see where He takes us next!

Bekah Freed

Delighted to Share was
the theme of the 2015
Young Adult Mission
Trip to Florida The
participants included
two high school
seniors (Carly Wojton
and Josh Collins),
two college students
(Becky Boccolucci
and Sarah Bissell),
and two adults (Doug
Collins and Bekah Freed). We partnered with Grace Lutheran on
Merritt Island to do a mini-VBS and painted the outside of Trinity
Lutheran School in Rockledge, then served in Kissimmee with Give
Kids the World for the second half of the trip.
Here’s what Doug had to say about the trip:
I had a great time, it was very rewarding to help with all the different
groups of children. both at VBS and in our little group as well as the
children at Give Kids the World. I really was impressed by the way that
our group handled the challenges of our week. Watching Josh and Sarah
interact with the little people in playing games and teaching at VBS was
a lot of fun. The kids were very energetic and enthusiastic. I felt blessed to
be there. The small changes we made in painting the walls and reviving
the exterior was a nice touch.
I also felt blessed to be at Give Kids the World and to be able to bring
smiles and squeals of joy to the children there. Being able to watch the
children and their families get a day or two of fun and release from their
situation, really made for a blessing. Working in the village, driving the
golf cart, and playing taxi was nice and I felt good running the Carousel
with Becky and Josh. The ice cream stand was busy but very rewarding
for the short time we were in there. I definitely would volunteer to go
back or to go on another mission trip.
You can read much more and see additional pictures on our website.
Go to FirstTrinity.com/FloridaTrip to see all the posts.
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Sharing God’s Love and Warmth Across Generations
Pam Jones, Kingdom Quest Director

One of the principles we try to instill in the children during kingdom quest is service to others, in response to God’s love
for us in Jesus. Kids certainly learn this through the Bible lessons, but we also like to provide them with hands-on service
experiences to put what they learn into practice. For example, the children have for many years:
•
•
•
•

Made place mats for prisoners through the Kairos ministry.
Sent gifts to children in Haiti.
Made get-well bags for family and friends.
Regularly provide gifts for our members who are homebound.

This past fall, 30 children and 17 adult leaders (or shepherds as we call them) made 30 fleece blankets for our seniors who are
homebound. Marsha Peth and her team of Homebound Visitors delivered the blankets and were able to record some of the
wonderful responses on video, which was shared with the children through photos, video messages, and cards that seniors sent.
Here are a few of those responses:
We thank you for the beautiful blanket you made. I’m sure you worked very hard making all those knots. It makes us think of Jesus
and church when we see it every day. – The Sillers
Thank you so much for the wonderfully thoughtful quilt ministry. My mom and her roommate love them and show everyone they
know the gift. – Bonnie Gordon
Wow! What a surprise to receive your act of love in the form of this beautiful blanket! It will keep us toasty warm this winter...You can
be proud of its attractive design and workmanship. Every bow in its border is a prayer from you who made it - and we feel the love
expressed by you in each one! Take care in the joy you have in Kingdom Quest, and may the baby Jesus bless you and your family. –
Pastor Dave & Dolly Brammer

kingdom quest is an opportunity for kids in grades 1 - 5 to gather each Sunday to grow closer to Jesus through
large-group teaching on God’s Word, drama, puppets, crafts, service projects, and through friendship with other
kids and adult leaders. It meets every Sunday at 10 a.m. in the gym.
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All-Church Study: 40 Days of Love

Sue Steege, Director of Transformation Ministry
Let love be your highest goal. 1 Corinthians 14:1 (NLT)
This year, 156 members and friends of First Trinity took part in “40 Days of
Love”, a study by Rick Warren that helped us all look at what the Scriptures
teach about love and how we can learn to love more like God. For the first time,
we assigned people to specific small groups for the duration of the study. They
sat with the same people every week and had a great chance to connect on a
deeper level. We heard a lot of positive feedback about this and plan to try it
again during the next all-church study.
People who engaged the study reported lots of ways they took a chance in their
everyday lives and showed love in new ways. Some stories we heard:
•

One participant knew of a friend going through a hard time
because of his brother’s cancer diagnosis/treatment and took
him out to dinner to talk.

•

One participant did the laundry of friends in her apartment
complex who were having a hard time with the stairs.

•

One participant gave away a Tim Horton’s gift card to a
harried young mom at Wegmans. Said she never would’ve
done it if not for the class.

•

One participant said that the principles in the class really
helped her get through a tough time with her grown daughter.

•

A couple recommitting to each other.

•

A person reuniting with her cousin.

•

A woman reinvigorated to work with her son and build
a relationship.

•

A woman who called her brother, with whom she hadn’t
spoken in years.

•

One person in the group wrote a letter to an estranged
family member.

•

Several members of the group decided to participate in the
Thanksgiving food baskets.

•

One person who had not talked to a brother in 6 months
reached out with a phone call just to say hello rather than
waiting for a family crisis.

•

One person also reached out to a neighbor who was in trouble
just expressing support and willingness to help if needed.

If you missed the study, the materials are available for use on your own or in a
small group. Contact Sue Steege (716-835-2220, ssteege@FirstTrinity.com) to
get a copy. Got a story to share about the ongoing impact of 40 Days of Love?
We’d love to hear about it!
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Weeks, Starting
October 12, 2014

156

Total Participants

16

Small Groups

25

Small Group Hosts

What's Next?
We are planning
another all-church
study for Fall 2015. If
you are interested in
being a host, contact
Sue Steege.
Call/Text: 716-440-5025
Email: ssteege@FirstTrinity.com
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Giving Update
The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap
bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:6-7
First Trinity switched to a fiscal year in 2013 in order to better align our finances with our programming. The fiscal year starts
in August and goes through the following July. Fiscal years are named for the year in which they end. In other words, Fiscal
2014 ended on July 31, 2014, and Fiscal 2015 runs from August 2014 through July 2015.
From 2010 through 2012, annual giving to the ongoing Mission and Ministry of First Trinity rose steadily. Mission and
Ministry is commonly known as the “General Fund” in most churches. Your gifts to this fund pays for most of the ministries
that you read about in this report. In a very real sense, this is what keeps the “lights on and the doors open”.
However, giving to ongoing Mission and Ministry in Fiscal 2014 dropped by approximately $20,000 from the last full year of
data in 2012. Because of this decrease, we have had to cut funding to many of our own ministries, as well as the ministries that
we support outside our church. After three consecutive years of budget cuts for programming, there is not much more room to
cut expenses.
The Executive Ministry Team (Pastor Chuck Whited, Jason Christ, Marsha Peth, Sue Steege, Tim Hartnett) and the
Ministry Council (President Kevin Cross, Vice-President Joel Rockensuess, Secretary Wendy Binkley, Treasurer Jim Brese,
Members-at-large Pam Jones, Jon Adams, Heide Edgington) have been reviewing the giving and expenses to be good
stewards of the gifts that are given. There’s some good news, but also some challenges ahead.

Fiscal Year Giving Comparison to
Mission and Ministry (formerly General Fund)
August to
January

February
to July

$327,243
$334,088
$354,008
$361,412†

Actual giving is up for the first half of the fiscal year. Based on last year’s data, we are projecting a year-on-year growth in giving
of $14,249. This projection is about 2.6% lower than our original budget for income. In order to avoid a deficit situation, we
are making contingency plans to cut approximately $22,000 from the budget for the second half of the year.
We are also being proactive in addressing the income side of the equation. David Fabian is leading the newly formed
Generosity Team, which will focus on cultivating a heart of outrageous generosity in new and existing givers. We invested in
some coaching and training videos to help achieve this goal. We are excited about the growth possibilities in the next 1-2 years
as this team starts its work.
In the short-term, we are encouraging members to keep the mission and ministry of First Trinity in their prayers and consider
how they might increase financial support for God’s work in this place.
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Learning to Pray

Anne DiCenso, First Trinity Member
Three-and-a-half years ago, while sitting in the sanctuary, I was
reading the announcements on the screen. I read an invitation to
join Tuesday night prayer ministry. I can remember thinking, “I
wonder what this ministry is and if I could do it.” After a lot of
prompting by the Holy Spirit, I decided to attend.
I remember walking into a small group of people who were so
welcoming. They acted and treated me like we had been friends all
of our lives. I attended for many weeks, but I never spoke a word.
I never prayed. I listened and I watched. After some time, I learned
that Jesus called me to this ministry to learn to pray and develop a
true sense of compassion for others. Jesus and I wrestled about this
ministry for a long time. He would talk to me in that still small
voice deep down within myself and say, “Go and I will tell you what
to say when you pray.” I on the other hand was saying, “No Jesus,
I can’t do this. I don’t talk and I won’t sound like all of them. They
know how to talk to you and I don’t, I can’t.”
In time, I started to pray because Jesus had laid on me a burden–or
better yet, a compassion for the needs of others. I learned it is not
about the words, because the Holy Spirit is the one that is in control
of the words. He gives the words to speak to Jesus and the Father
regarding the cares, worries, concerns and needs of His people. It is
not about the words, for it has nothing to do with me, it is all about
God’s people.
Tuesday night is all about God’s people praying for one another. It
is about talking to God on behalf of someone else who maybe can’t,
or they are overwhelmed, or they may feel like they don’t know how.
Tuesday night prayer ministry is made up of people who are called
to take their eyes off of themselves and focus and talk to God about
others. It is about loving other people so much that we take them to
the foot of the cross or to the throne of Jesus and lay their burdens
down in His arms to carry. For those who have filled out cards for
prayer, please know that you are being prayed for more than just on
Tuesday night. It’s continual.

The Tuesday Night Prayer Group meets weekly from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. in
the basement conference room (elevator access available). You don’t have
to pray out loud if you don’t want to and no prior experience with prayer
is necessary. Come once to get a taste, when you can, or every week. All
are welcome.

Buildings as a Witness
Did you know that the church building is used
regularly by outside groups? These include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wednesday Night Volleyball
Amherst Youth Basketball
Youth Advantage Basketball
Christian Central Academy
Alcoholics Anonymous
Parent and Child Bereavement
Support Groups
Corvair Car Club
Election Polling Site for Four Districts
Lego Club
Horizon Health Services Drug and
Addiction Support Group

Hundreds of guests enter our building each month.
To better use our space to minister to these guests
(as well as members who regularly come through
our building), we applied for a grant to install some
TV monitor stations
to show inspirational
Bible verses (see right),
room assignments,
coming events, ongoing
ministries, and much
more. We received money to install one station, as
well as some donations from members to install at
least one other and possibly a third.

With the help of the newly formed aesthetics
committee, we are close to launching the first station
(above) near the Glenhurst entrance. These monitors
will give us an opportunity to minister to guests
through Scripture, but also to invite them to try out
a worship service, Bible study, or to be prayed for.
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Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations…establish the work of our hands. Psalm 90:1, 17
First Trinity celebrated 175 years of God’s blessings in 2014! As part of that celebration we held a Community Festival on
September 20, 2014. The team that planned the festival was led by Mary Lou Hartnett. Some fun facts about that awesome day:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The festival was free of charge to everyone, including all food and the venues. We were so grateful for the
opportunity to welcome our neighbors and other people in the community to our campus, as our guests.
There were close to 500 people here, by our estimates!
Music was offered all day on three different stages: outdoors, in the Worship Center and in the basement.
There was a dunk tank and outdoor games.
There was a Heritage Room which held displays showing many parts of First Trinity’s history and legacy.
The Gym held a carnival especially geared for young children with a bounce house, cotton candy, hot dogs,
carnival games, and prizes.
There was a photo “booth” and service project upstairs in Mercy.
There was a prayer tent on the front lawn where people could go to pray or be prayed for.
Our missions to China, Haiti, and Jamaica had booths in the lobby.

ss
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October 5 was the culmination of the 175th
Anniversary Celebration. Beginning with worship
that weekend, we had lots of special music and
Dr. Chris Wicher (our District President) was our
preacher. Using Matthew 28:19-20, he helped us
remember to “GO” and keep “GOING” as we
follow Christ.
During the Education Hour that Sunday, we had a
panel of former Pastors and a Director of Christian
Education that have served at First Trinity: Rev.
James Brockmann, Dr. David Belasic, Rev.
David Young, Rev. Carl Streufert and Mr. Ron
Opferbeck. They shared the joys and challenges
of their time in ministry here, as well as words of
advice they had for us. There was also time for
questions and answers.
175 people gathered for delicious food and
fellowship at the celebratory banquet at Classics V.
Some highlights included:
•
•
•

•
•
•

A word from Dr. David Belasic,
who served as a vacancy pastor at
First Trinity in 2002.
Several out of town guests who
came to help us celebrate.
A “Top 18 Reasons Why It’s Great
to Belong to First Trinity”, with
each table coming up with a reason
and shouting it to the rest of us.
A “Hallelujah Chorus” skit by staff
and friends.
A slide show.
A beautiful benediction sung by
the choir.

We are so grateful for our 175th Anniversary Committee for their great work: Jim Brese (Chair), Sue Brese, Dick McKie,
Marty & Carolyn Doster, Jeff & Sandra Rice, Tim & Mary Lou Hartnett, Miriam Adams, and Sue Steege.
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Impacting Our Community

As we worked on the new vision for First Trinity, one theme that
was evident over and over again was the desire to reach out and help
those in our community. To that end, we are taking up a special
offering this Easter for Jericho Road Ministries. They serve the city
of Buffalo, headquartered downtown on Barton Street.
Here’s a little bit about them from their website:

First Trinity Lutheran Church
1570 Niagara Falls Boulevard
Tonawanda, NY 14150
(716) 835-2220
Senior Pastor
Rev. Charles E. Whited, Jr.
cwhited@FirstTrinity.com
Main Office
Kathy Figini, Office Manager
kfigini@FirstTrinity.com

Online

FirstTrinity.com
Facebook.com/FirstTrinity

Last year, Jericho Road served over 10,000 patients, 80% of whom have
income levels at or below 200% of the Federal Poverty Line. Fully 80% of
Jericho Road patients are either enrolled in Medicaid or are uninsured. We
serve clients speaking over 40 different languages, and 50% of our patients
do not speak English as their first language. Our patients represent all of
the races and ethnicities that make up our diverse community.
Through our community development programs, we serve both refugee
and low-income community members. Some of our programs target
needs unique to our refugee and immigrant neighbors, including
in-home, conversational ESL, multilingual case management at the
Hope Refugee Drop-In Center, the Priscilla Project prenatal mentoring
program for refugee women, our Focused Learning for Youth (FLY)
Afterschool Program for refugee youth, and our multilingual City Roots
homebuyer program.
Watch for more information about this special opportunity to serve
those in need in our community through this special offering and
future service opportunities. We hope you will consider giving to the
Easter Special Offering this year!

