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Pages 4-5: A New Vision
God has led us to a new vision for First Trinity. 
Read about the process to get there, our new 
vision statement, and how you might be able to 
help.

Pages 6-7: Conquering Challenges at VBS
Almost 500 Students and volunteers learned 
how to “Hold On” to God’s mighty power at 
Vacation Bible School.

Pages 8-9: Connecting with our Community
From fighting hunger in our backyard to 
building bridges for conversation, we are 
reaching out to our community.

Pages 10-11: Beyond our Community
Missionaries travel to Pocahontas, Virginia and 
Torbeck, Haiti to serve others in Jesus’ name.

Page 12: Generosity of God’s People
Your outrageous generosity makes the ministry 
you read about in this report possible. Find out 
how we’re doing financially.

Page 13: Preschool Expansion
God has led us to expand our offerings for 
Preschool age children and their families. Find 
out what the Preschool is doing to transform lives. 

Page 14: Caring for One Another
Read how one member who was struggling with 
her own loss was led to help others as part of our 
new vision, as well as other ways we are caring 
for the members of First Trinity.

Page 15: Fostering Relationships
Buildings are not just buildings. How you 
design them can help you achieve your vision 
or keep you from getting there. Find out how 
we’re creating space for conversations and 
relationships in our lobby.

Page 16: Everyday Missionaries
Not everyone is called to be a missionary. Or 
are they? This Fall, our all-church book study 
will focus on how we have each been called to 
be missionaries and learn how to notice what 
God is already doing all around us. More 
importantly, we’ll learn how to join with Jesus 
in what He’s already doing.

Together with One Vision
Chuck Whited, Senior Pastor

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not lean on your own 
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make 
your paths straight.” Proverbs 3:5-6

This is an exciting time at First Trinity. When I consider all that the Lord 
has done among us, I stand in awe of Him. It is absolutely amazing!

Perhaps one of the things I am most excited about is our new vision 
statement on page 5 of this report. This vision wasn’t just one person’s or 
one committee’s vision. This was the result of a lot of work by the whole 
congregation. This vision is the result of seeking God in prayer, working 
together, refining and finally putting together the vision statement.

While we have spent a lot of time talking about it and teaching on it, we ask 
that you continue to pray over our vision. Ask the Lord how you can be a 
part of bringing the vision to reality. Ask Him how you can get involved. 

We are trusting the Lord and following His leading. We are more than 
confident He will bless this vision and lead us down the straight paths. 
He will be glorified. Beloved, we truly believe this will be the year the 
Lord moves in amazing ways.

I would also like to take a moment to say thank you for allowing me 
to be your pastor. You are an amazing family. Your commitment to the 
Lord Jesus Christ is evident in the way you give and serve. The amount 
of debt, not new builds or remodels, but just the amount of debt that 
has been paid down since I have been here is amazing. Then when you 
add in the new builds and remodels, wow! It is evidence of the great 
trust you have in our Lord. Thank you for your living witness.

“For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every 
family in heaven and on earth derives its name, that He would 
grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened 
with power through His Spirit in the inner man, so that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and 
grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what 
is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love 
of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all 
the fullness of God.” Ephesians 3:14-19
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Heart and Passion
The first step in the vision process was to find out what was on the hearts and minds of God’s 
people. Anyone who wanted to participate was invited to share their thoughts via a survey, or by 
attending one of three collaborative brainstorming sessions. Ideas were documented and displayed 
during the meeting for all to see. After the brainstorming, people were able to mark five items that 
stood out to them as important for our vision moving forward.

Reflect and Refine
After completing the brainstorming process, it was time to reflect on what was gathered. The EMT 
gathered for our annual retreat and spent all of their time focused on this important task. Kathy 
Figini (Office Manager) and Bekah Freed (Director of High School/Young Adult Ministry) were 
asked to participate as well. Cathi Doebler was hired as a consultant to lead us in a process to 
make sense of the data. After much prayer and reflection, a first draft of the vision was produced 
and then refined in the days and weeks following the retreat.

Testing the Vision
After completing the draft of the vision statement, it was shared with others to test and see if it 
was accurate. It was shared with the Ministry Council, the staff, and the congregation. Those who 
reviewed the draft vision statement were asked to complete a PPCo Worksheet, reflecting on three 
specific topics/questions:

Pluses
People were able to identify three things in the vision draft that resonated to them as positive 
or specific strengths of the statement.

Potentials
People completed three sentences that all started with “It might...” If the vision became a 
reality, what new potential ministry opportunities or success stories could be possible?

Concerns
Finally, people wrote down three concerns they had about the vision in the form of a “How 
To” question to help us focus on overcoming the concern. They also generated seven potential 
action steps to solve each concern.

The PPCo Worksheets and other feedback were collated for review by the EMT before making 
final revisions to the vision statement.

Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained, but happy is he who keeps the law. Proverbs 29:18

The Executive Ministry Team (EMT), comprised of Pastor Chuck Whited, Jason Christ (Attract), Marsha Peth (Care),  
Sue Steege (Transformation), and Tim Hartnett (Operations), recognized the need for a new vision for First Trinity in June 
2014. The previous vision, known as the “Blueprint” for ministry, had run its course. In the past, Pastor Chuck would create a 
new “blueprint” and we would move forward. But it felt like the time was right to try a different approach.

For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are 
one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. Romans 12:4-5

We are one body in Christ, gifted by God with various passions, gifts, talents, and resources. If we were going to discover the 
vision that God had for us moving forward, it would come from each of us. And so began a journey together towards a new 
vision for First Trinity.

A New Vision for First Trinity

Dec
2014

Jan-Mar
2015

Oct-Nov
2014
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Unveiling the Vision
After making some final edits based on feedback, the EMT shared the new vision statement with 
the congregation at our regularly scheduled congregational meeting in March 2015. This was 
followed up with a printed copy and summary of the vision process being distributed to members. 
We also walked through the vision together in worship in May/June as we spent five weeks 
focusing on the Bible passages behind the vision statement.

As you read our new vision statement below, remember that vision statements are future-focused, 
but written in present tense as though it has already been accomplished. Vision answers the 
question, “Where are we going?” 

Vision Statement for 2020
First Trinity is a growing family who is passionate about our Lord Jesus Christ. We prayerfully 
understand who God has created us to be and where the Spirit is calling us to make a difference, 
both individually and corporately. We are equipping individuals, families, and groups through 
God’s Word, to carry the Gospel beyond our physical building into their homes, schools, 
workplaces, communities, and world. We love to worship together in and through multiple 
settings and styles, as we continue to worship with our everyday lives. First Trinity is a safe place 
where people are connected in supportive relationships, cared for, prayed for, listened to, and 
challenged to make a difference. We joyfully recognize and join Christ in His work in the Church, 
our community, nation, and world.

Onward to 2020!
The vision statement has become a tool for us to evaluate our current and future ministries. In 
the months since the vision statement was completed, we used it to guide decisions about how to 
spend resources (both time and money) in pursuit of that vision. Some of our ministries have been 
retired because of the vision. Others have been tweaked or are being radically redesigned to help 
us better achieve the vision. There have even been some new ministries that have started to help us 
move toward the vision that God has for His people at First Trinity in the coming years.

As you read this report, you will see evidence of God’s hand already moving us toward this exciting 
new vision. Perhaps God is leading you to get involved in some of these ministries. Or maybe He 
is nudging you to start a new ministry in pursuit of this vision. If you would like to explore these 
opportunities, we would love to talk! You’ll find contact information for many ministry leaders 
throughout these pages. Feel free to reach out to them and ask questions about being involved! 

If you aren’t sure where you might be a good fit, we’d be happy to talk with you about some 
options. Here are some great people who can help you figure out where you might enjoy using 
your gifts to further the mission and vision of First Trinity: 

Tracy Bramwell, Connections Coach (tracybramwell@gmail.com, 716-698-9608)
Tracy helps people find a good fit for using their gifts in ministries at First Trinity.

Jason Christ, Director of Attract Ministry (jchrist@FirstTrinity.com, 716-860-5007)
Attract Ministry includes things like worship, special events, & communications.

Marsha Peth, Director of Care Ministry (mpeth@FirstTrinity.com, 716-691-5799)
Care Ministry includes things like visiting homebound members, prayer, & sending cards.

Sue Steege, Director of Transformation Ministry (ssteege@FirstTrinity.com, 716-440-5025)
Transformation Ministry includes things like Bible classes, small groups, youth ministry, & VBS.

Tim Hartnett, Operations Manager (thartnett@FirstTrinity.com, 716-830-8540)
Operations includes things like facilities, maintenance, & finances.

Mar-Jun
2015

What’s
Next?
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God’s Mighty Power at Everest VBS
Sue Steege, Director of Transformation Ministry

What a wild, wonderful week we had at Vacation Bible School learning how to conquer life’s challenges 
with God’s mighty power! Each day, there was a Bible point and corresponding story. They were:

Monday: God has the power to provide! (God provides for Elijah)
Tuesday: God has the power to comfort! (God speaks to Elijah)
Wednesday: God has the power to heal! (God heals Naaman)
Thursday: God has the power to forgive! (Jesus dies and rises again)
Friday: God has the power to love us forever! (Jesus promises an eternal home)

It’s hard to communicate how powerful VBS was this year. Some of the things that touched my heart:

•	 Watching teen-aged Crew Leaders who may or may not “like” to sing, sing loud and 
do the motions so that their kids would praise God and have fun doing it.

•	 Finding out that one child from China was just learning about Jesus and Christianity 
for the first time. His mom said, “We are ready to take the long journey to knowing 
Jesus and the Father.”

•	 Noticing that all morning long, most every child I saw walking the halls has a smile 
on their face.

•	 Singing with 400 kids and adults, praising God with all our might. I wonder if it’s a 
little like heaven.

•	 Having volunteers point out that the Bible points aren’t just for the kids and that 
God’s Word is touching their hearts this week, too.

•	 Seeing all the time and preparation that our Station Leaders put into their role so 
that kids would have the best chance of meeting Jesus in their station.

•	 One volunteer in her 70’s, who had never in her life been present at a VBS, was 
completely overwhelmed by how great it all was.

•	 Seeing our greeters gently walking children and their parents to their Crews on the  
first morning.

•	 Numerous volunteers (including our Director, Tracy Bramwell) who take vacation 
days from work to serve at VBS.

These are just some of the things I noticed. There were likely a thousand ways or more that He was 
working–and many of them were humble and deep rather than flashy–that no one noticed. When I look 
at VBS, I don’t feel proud, I feel grateful. So many gifts from God. So many ways the Spirit was moving. 
Our God is so great, so strong and so mighty–there’s nothing our God cannot do!

284
Registrations

265
Average

Attendance

207
Total

Volunteers

66
Crew Leaders

76%
Children From

Outside
First Trinity

26%
Children Listing
No Church Home
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Wow, Wow, Wow!
Dorothy Rothrock, VBS Volunteer

(Note: This was originally received in email during the week of VBS.)

I have to say that Vacation Bible School, for me, was 
such an incredible experience. It was my first one ever!

The staff and volunteers, especially the team leaders, 
did an incredible job, from the songs, the creativity, 
the organization, the characters (especially Trek!), 
the energy, the skits, stories, smiles, helpfulness, 
decorations, organization, parking and general 
willingness to help each other and the children. 
Oh my goodness, the children... Such energy and 
eagerness to attend and participate and sing and smile 
and travel around and embrace the entire experience.

I saw firsthand what it took to host the event. The 
months and months of careful planning. The days 
of decorating and preparation of the church and 
materials and then to take it all down and put the 
church back to pre-VBS condition. The sharing of 
decorations with others and the hard work still ahead 
to “put it back” is just overwhelming.

I left on the last day at 3 p.m. after putting pew materials 
back and still people were working hard to take down 
and sort through stuff and clean up. Amazing! 

While I don’t have all the names of the helpers and 
those who need to be included, maybe someone can 
forward this on to others.

Thank you all for such a wonderful experience. I look 
forward to next year. So glad to be a part of First 
Trinity’s family. Rest well and thank You, Jesus, for all 
you did through and in this wonderful week!!! 

Crew Leaders from Everest VBS

I cannot sing 
the praises of 

VBS enough (no 
pun intended :). 
My normally fairly 
reserved 6-year-old 
was singing and doing 
the hand motions to 
his new songs ALL the 
way home in the car! 
Even better, I caught 
him doing them in the 
sanctuary! Yesterday we 
lost a beloved puppy 
we only had for four 
weeks, and today the 
message was that God 
heals our hurts. What 
a blessed message for 
my children! 
Thank you :) 
—Allison on Facebook
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Feeding the Hungry in Our Community
Pat Canfield, Saturday of Service Team Leader
(pdcan@verizon.net, 716-695-9845)

Saturday of Service is a one-day, quarterly service opportunity, to compassionately 
serve others in Jesus’ name through local mission and service projects. It is a great 
opportunity for folks who are new to service ministry, have limited availability, or 
families who want to serve together in our community. 

In February 2015, we partnered again with The Food Bank of WNY. We inspected 
and packaged food donations for distribution to various food pantries and ministries 
throughout the region. The crew amazed the Food Bank staff, packaging enough food 
to provide over 4000 meals! What a wonderful way to impact the lives of so many by 
feeding the hungry! 

While serving we prayed for the faceless children God would bless with the food we 
were preparing. We prayed specifically for a blessing on the lives of the recipients. We 
will be returning to the Food Bank on October 17. Watch the bulletin for details.

In April 2015, a small crew spent a wonderful afternoon working at The 
Ronald McDonald House of Buffalo. Ronald McDonald House provides 
a “home away from home” for families of seriously ill children receiving 
treatment at nearby hospitals. More than 17,000 families from Western 
New York, across the country, and around the world, have benefited from 
the comfort and care provided in their time of need. 

After a tour of this magnificent 
facility we went to work in 
the kitchen preparing lunch 
for the residents. The meal we 
prepared provided nourishment 
and a brief respite for a 
dozen families dealing with a 
variety of stressful and trying 

circumstances during the illness of a loved one. In addition to those who served, 
others donated $170 to cover the cost of the supplies for the meal!

Easter Food Baskets for Those in Need
Bill Stuckwisch, Team Leader 
(westuckwisch@roadrunner.com, 716-625-8177)

Thank you to all those who contributed food and cash for the 
Easter Food Baskets. Because of your generous contributions, 
we were able to provide 50 baskets to some families in our 
congregation and to La Santa Cruz families. Ana Bellanti, Martha 
Miller, Erhard Moosmann, and Dave & Pauline Shotwell all 
helped assemble the baskets. We will be making Thanksgiving and 
Christmas baskets later this year if you would like to help meet this 
ongoing need. Watch the bulletin for details.

Sorting at the Food Back

Serving at Ronald McDonald House

Team Photo at the Food Bank

Families from La Santa Cruz Lutheran Church
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Fighting Hunger at Home and Around the World
Rebekah Freed, Director of High School and Young Adult Ministry
(rfreed@FirstTrinity.com, 716-835-2220)

First Trinity hosted nearly 30 youth and adults for the 30 Hour Famine on 
February 27-28, 2015. Participants came from three churches (First Trinity; St 
Peter’s, North Ridge; Trinity, West Seneca). Students fasted for 30 hours, raising 
over $2,000 to fight poverty and hunger in the world. We also had a chance to 
serve beyond the building of First Trinity in our own community at St. Luke’s 

Mission of Mercy in Buffalo. Because of the extremely cold weather 
this winter, St. Luke’s Mission had been open 24 hours a day for 
over 40 days, providing people a place to get a warm meal and 
spend the night. Our group helped prepare food for the coming 
week and got to serve the meal for those that came in for lunch. We 
also had a lot of fun playing games, competing in challenges that 
taught us more about world hunger, and spending time with new 
friends from other churches.

Connecting with God in a Fresh Way
Marty and Carolyn Doster, Lifetree Café Directors
(adoster@verizon.net, 716-689-4806)

A few weeks ago we had six new people come when our topic was Romance! One 
couple had just been relocated here with the Coast Guard and saw our ad in Art Voice. 
Two young people from our church who are dating came. Sisters from another church 
found their way here that evening as well. They were joined at small tables by regular 
Lifetree Café participants for discussion about the topic. The conversations were fun 
and light and God’s Word was shared!

Lifetree Café works as a great community outreach because it provides space and 
opportunity for conversations to happen between people of differing backgrounds. We 
are so appreciative of our regular attenders from First Trinity, sharing their own faith 
in these table conversations. Without this Christian perspective in the conversations, 
Lifetree Café loses much of its strength and purpose.

Have you come to a Lifetree episode yet? If not, then what are you waiting for?! ;) 
You don’t have to know everything about the Bible or have all the answers. In fact, the 
Lifetree motto is: “You’re welcome just as you are. Your thoughts are welcome. Your 
doubts are welcome. We’re all in this together. God is here, ready to connect with you in 
a fresh way.” Come “just as you are” and see how God can use you. We can’t do Lifetree 
Café without our members attending!

One other quick story about a recent Lifetree Café: In July, we re-aired a Lifetree Classic 
about transgender people. All of the volunteers that night remembered when we first 
aired this subject a year ago. After the personal story on video, we had some discussion. 
A Lutheran pastor stood up and shared that his granddaughter had become a grandson. 
As with all Lifetree evenings, even though different viewpoints were shared and listened 
to, a personal story is always heartfelt and people’s struggles become better understood.

As directors of Lifetree Café, Marty and I are so extremely grateful for the volunteers 
that help out each week. Our roster of volunteers includes over 20 church members! If 
you would like to help in some way, please give us a call–we would love to have you on 
the team, and we hope to see everyone at an upcoming Lifetree Café episode!

September 14
Hidden Homeless

September 28
Leaving God

September 21
Is Marriage Obsolete?

October 12
Busted Trust

October 5
What Do You Want to Talk About?
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Reframed Through Service
Bekah Freed, Director of High School and Young Adult Ministry
(rfreed@FirstTrinity.com, 716-835-2220)

Twenty-two youth and adults joined Jesus in the work He was doing along the Virginia/West Virginia border at our 
annual Workcamp in July. The theme of the week was Reframe. Through our service repairing the homes of people in the 
Pocahontas and Bluefield Communities, and at evening programs, we learned about the new perspectives Jesus brings in our 
lives as He reframes us! There were 269 total workcampers, donating 8,040 hours of service at 13 work sites. 

Each day at workcamp we talked about places we saw God at work that day. A main God sighting for me that week was 
seeing the students encourage and support each other. Whether it was on the work site, during an evening program, or 
during the mud obstacle course, God used them all week to help each other. Here are what some of our students and adults 
shared as places they saw God at work during our trip:

Lovelie Whited: My God sighting is the residents joining us in 
devotion and praying with us. 

Alex Hartnett: A God sighting I had this week was how close I 
became with both the youth and adults, because I had recently lost 
that connection. God reframed me and reminded me that I need to 
share how I really feel and not just the face I put on.

Emma Pedersen: I got closer to God and was shown what following 
God means in my life. God showed himself to me. I learned the truth 
of God’s love and what it really means.

Alex Cook: I’ve realized that I’m not alone on my faith journey.

Andrew Hartnett: God reframed how I viewed Him this week. I 
now see Him as a friend and someone that understands me... not just 
some distant person.

Gina Boccolucci: My favorite part of this week was how involved 
Jim and Ruth (Crew 1’s Residents) were in our work and how much 
they cared for us. I also learned how much God cares for everyone 
despite their mistakes and sins which I needed to hear.

Kelsey Trautwein, Adult Leader: I enjoyed 
watching and experiencing the power of a week of 
service and workcamp programs had on the youth 
group, especially since Workcamps have played 
such an important role in my faith journey.

Charlie Trautwein, Adult Leader: I was reminded 
of the benefit and value of even just five minutes 
with God each day and how it saves time.
 
Sydny Hoffman: I learned that God will always 
forgive me and that I should not hold on to my 
sins but bring them to God because He will 
always be there to love us and forgive us and wash 
away our sins.
 
Ben Bissell: I enjoyed meeting new people with 
similar interests and still having a focus around 
God. I needed to hear that God is always with 
you and you’re not defined by your past.
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Partnering With Our Haiti Family
Sue Steege, Director of Transformation Ministry (ssteege@FirstTrinity.com, 716-835-2220)

There were 11 members and friends of First Trinity that made the trip to Haiti this year. Trip veterans Dan & Renee Gietz, 
Michelle Ciminelli, Luke Ciminelli, Anne Miller, Patti Plotner, Sue Steege and Pastor Chuck Whited were joined by 
first-time participants Sarah Bastian, Hannah Bastian, and Tom Knapp.

Some highlights of our ministry with our Haitian family:

•	 We had over 300 kids one day at VBS in Les Cayes and over 400 the next 
day. We bought our give-away snack this year in Les Cayes to help the local 
economy. On the second day, we had a true “loaves and fishes” moment 
when there was exactly enough snack for each child.

•	 One very fun afternoon was spent helping Yelline Genet distribute clothes 
that have been donated by First Trinity (and other churches) to the kids of 
the Children of Israel Orphanage. It was the first time we got to be part of 
that, which showed some growth in our relationship with the family.

•	 We visited our sister church on the island of Île-à-Vache, the Lutheran Church of 
Granne Planne and were able to do some children’s ministry. We updated some 
of the photographs of children being sponsored at their school. 

•	 While on Île-à-Vache, we experienced the outrageous hospitality of the 
Haitian people when they cooked us a beautiful meal in one of their homes. 
It’s hard to explain what it feels like to receive such bounty from people who 
are struggling to feed themselves on a daily basis. 

•	 At the Children of Israel Orphanage, we moved gravel, painted, and did 
some other projects that were requested. 

We continue to be thankful for the prayer support and financial support that helps 
us go on these trips. The spiritual growth that comes is beyond words. Thank you!

Group Selfie

Leading Worship on Île-à-Vache

Cruising with IsraelsonFirst Trinity / Haiti Family Photo

Shucking Feed Corn

Pastor Chuck and Garry

Distributing Clothes with Yelline
Lunch Trays from Martin Luther 

Christian School Find a New Home
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“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food 
in My house, and test Me now in this,” says the LORD of hosts, “if I 
will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you a 
blessing until it overflows.” Malachi 3:10

Giving Update

MAKING
GIVING

EASYIn the Bible, 

people brought 

fruit, grain and 

goats to the temple.  Thankfully, 

we've made it a little easier for 

you to support the mission and 

vision of First Trinity. Here is a 

quick overview of the four ways 

you can donate to support 

ministries like the ones 

contained in this report.

FOUR

OPTION 1: ONLINE
Visit FTGives.com to make 
a quick donation or setup 
recurring giving.

OPTION 2: IN  WORSHIP
Give via check or cash during 
the o�ering at worship. If 
you’d like envelopes, we’d be 
happy to get you some!

OPTION 3:  MAIL
You can mail your gift to
1570 Niagara Falls Boulevard
Tonawanda, NY 14150

OPTION 4:  STOCKS
Contact Tim Hartnett at 
thartnett@FirstTrinity.com 
or 716-835-2220 for info.

Fiscal Year Giving to Mission and Ministry

$701,980

$698,268

Fiscal 2015 Giving to Special Offerings

Fiscal Year Giving for Short-Term Missions
(Jars and coin deposit available in main office hallway)

$2,270 $2,692

Fiscal 2014 Fiscal 2015

$519,181 PLEDGED

$426,158
Received

$93,022

Remaining Our capital campaign to build the elevator, parking 
lot, and preschool playground is nearly complete! 
We need $93,022 by May 31, 2016 to meet our 
goal for the campaign. You can review your pledge 
and how much you have given towards it on your 
giving statement, or by contacting Tim Hartnett.  
(thartnett@FirstTrinity.com, 716-835-2220) If 
you would like to contribute to the campaign, you 
can give online or mark BFTF on your donation.

The congregation voted on May 16 to proceed with a plan to renovate 
portions of the Preschool building to allow for the expansion of our Preschool 
(see facing page for more information about the expansion). Approximately 
$28,500 came from memorials, with the remaining balance to be paid from 
unreserved savings. The final cost of the project was $46,510. No additional 
long-term debt was added for this project.



13

Ministering to the Whole Family
Debbie Ferrante, Preschool Director 
(dferrante@FirstTrinity.com, 716-835-2220)

There was not a word of all that Moses commanded that Joshua did not read 
before all the assembly of Israel, and the women, and the little ones, and the 
sojourners who lived among them. Joshua 8:35 

Pastor Chuck shared a story with me near the end of our school year. He said a 
preschool parent stopped in his office and said he owed his life to the ministry of 
our preschool. He had been struggling with some serious stuff and was hurting. He 
talked about how his child would come home from preschool and ask questions 
about Jesus or talk about Jesus to him. 

This parent said it caused him to consider what she was saying. He returned 
to church and heard more about Jesus. He talked about how he has since 
recommitted his life to the Lord, and is now living out his faith. 

This story illustrates one of the core beliefs we have about this ministry. Like 
Joshua in the verse above, we want to bring God’s Word to the whole family, not 
just one small part of it. Sure, we get to spend a lot more time with the children, 
but all along we pray that God will use what we do to impact the entire family. As 
kids hear about Jesus’ great love for them, they naturally bring that message home 
to moms and dads, grandmas and grandpas, aunts, uncles, and more. 

This is why we are thrilled about the growth of our preschool. The new classroom 
renovations are exciting! We are grateful for the work of Jon Morris, LBM 
Construction, Mike Zekas, David Shotwell, Dan Gietz, Randy Wert, our 
teachers, and many others who have spent time getting the rooms ready. But these 
new classrooms are just tools to accomplish a larger task. They set the stage to 
bring God’s Word to the children and their families. Because of this expansion, we 
are able to reach potentially 24 additional students and their families!

Please keep our teachers, aides, and volunteers in your prayers as we nurture and 
encourage our students. 

New 2-Year-Old Classroom in Old Office Space Kids Enjoying New Playground at End of Year Party

Zoom!

End of Year Party in Parking Lot
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Walking Together Through Grief
Susie Stenson, Grief Ministry Team Leader (susie.stenson815@gmail.com, 716-474-8374)

“Come to Me all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28

Due to the recent sudden loss of my husband of 40 years, I 
know first-hand how difficult the grief journey is. Between 
my own grief and hearing from others during the vision 
process, I felt like God was calling me to start a support 
group for those who are grieving. Our vision statement says 
that “First Trinity is a safe place where people are connected 
in supportive relationships, cared for, prayed for, listened to, 
and challenged to make a difference.” 

The grief process is a long, painful journey and everyone 
follows their own path, each in their own way. But there is 
one constant throughout that journey that we can be certain 
of: God holds the master plan for our lives. We don’t have 
all the details, but we know that we can walk with God, the 
Master Planner. God is working, but He also uses us to care, 
pray, and listen to each other along the way. 

God showed the need for this group in amazing ways at 
our very first meeting. We met in the basement, a beautiful 
space for connecting with others. The large Jesus wall was 
a constant reminder of His presence during our time that 
evening. Dr. Beth Lenegan, PhD, Director of Pastoral Care 
at Roswell Park Cancer Center, shared her insight about 
coping with grief with the 16 in attendance. God’s hand was 
evident throughout the evening as I heard the questions and 
comments that were shared with Dr. Lenegan from the group.

Our support group meets on the third Wednesday of each 
month at 7 p.m. You can come and share, or just sit and listen 
with others who are walking the same journey you are. If you 
know someone who could use a safe place to talk and share, 
please let them know about our group. All are welcome, just 
as they are.

Joining Jesus in Caring for Others
Marsha Peth, Director of Care Ministry (mpeth@FirstTrinity.com, 716-691-5799)

We welcomed five new Homebound Visitors who join Jesus 
in caring for our members who can’t get to church. We now 
have 17 Homebound Visitors who are experiencing the joy 
of sharing in the lives of those they visit each month. What 
a privilege it is to spend time with a special friend, reading 
scripture, praying, singing, or laughing together. God reminds 
us that the greatest gift we can give someone is our presence 
and love. We thank God for our Homebound Visitors, for the 
great friends they visit, and for the love they share. 

Our Homebound Visitors are Char Beno, Mary Lou 
Hartnett, Maggie Dawley, Erhard Moosmann, Rev. Carl 
Streufert, Frank & Judy Kraemer, Susan Brese, Mary Ann 
Milak Young, Fern Innes, Dick McKie, Nancy Murszewski, 
Heather Edwards, Brenda Floriano, Pete Bulger, Jean 
Schultz and Cindy Conwell. Would you like to join Jesus 
in caring for our friends who can’t get to church? I invite 
you to talk to any of these people about their experience, 
or to give me a call and we can talk about how to become a 
Homebound Visitor.
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Creating Spaces to Build Relationships
Carolyn Doster, Aesthetics Committee Chairperson (adoster@verizon.net, 716-689-4806)

Perhaps our name is a bit misleading, because interior design 
includes much more than just aesthetics. The best interior 
designs are people focused: how people use the space, when 
they use it, how often, etc. We believe it brings glory to God 
when we create space in His house that provides opportunity 
for people to connect with others and grow closer to Jesus. 

Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all 
to the glory of God. 1 Corinthians 10:31

As a 20-year-old woman, I remember my Lutheran pastor 
uncle telling me that his church was getting a new sign 
with gold leaf lettering. I questioned why they chose to do 
something so expensive. His reply to me was, “God’s house 
deserves the best.” That made such an impression on me, 
and my attitude changed from that point on. God’s house 
does deserve the best! And the members of the Aesthetics 
Committee truly love doing just this! 

Cindy Chamberland, Jon Morris, Judy Pedersen, Kim 
David, Mark Cook, Rachel Bissell, Mike Zekas, Tim 
Hartnett, and myself (Carolyn Doster), have been meeting 
since November 2014 at the direction of the Ministry 
Council. We created a Style Summary and Procedure document 
for the church which provides a format for our design goals. 
Using this, we redesigned the Lobby, making it comfortable 
for conversation, added floral arrangements and artificial 
trees, and planted a few flowers around the outside of our 
church. All of this was done to create inviting spaces where 
guests and members alike feel relaxed and at home.  

We love getting suggestions from our congregation and have 
received many! We see this as people having an interest and 
excitement for beautifying God’s house. If you have an idea, 
please bring it to any one of the members of our committee.

In the year to come, we have many hopes and dreams. We are 
currently designing a permanent coffee bar, which will allow 
for more comfortable seating in the Lobby. We have relocated 

and will enhance the Welcome Center, and create better use 
of the office hallway. 

Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father. 
Colossians 3:17

One of our church’s Core Values is “People Matter” and our 
2020 Vision states in part: “First Trinity is a safe place 
where people are connected in supportive relationships...” 
As friendships blossom, our church will grow stronger. We 
will continue to provide warm and inviting spaces for people 
to celebrate life together through worship, study, service, and 
one another’s friendships. 

We want to encourage all these things, as much as possible, 
through purposeful consideration of interior design and 
aesthetics. It is our desire to convey to our congregation that 
everything we do is to enhance people’s experiences here. So 
let’s maximize and beautify our church as we draw closer to 
one another!

Lobby Before (Above) and After (Below)

Deaths Baptisms Weddings
Robert Klingebiel (2/3/2015)
Floris Sarver (2/6/2015)
Emily (Amy) Menard (2/18/2015)
Jean Claydon (4/3/2015)
Betty Kunze (7/5/2015)

Adelynn Rayne Foster (2/4/2015)
George John Miller (3/7/2015)
Anthony Michael Grisanti (3/8/2015)
Parker Nicole Slack (3/22/2015)
Evan Jeremy Shay (6/14/2015)
Samantha Marie Bruce (7/12/2015)

Robert Beras & Tanya Ketterer (4/18/2015)
Je�rey Tomeny & Jenna Floriano (5/15/2015)
William Bukoskey & Cynthia Beam (5/16/2015)
Cho-an Benjamin Chen & Rebekah Whited (6/20/2015)



First Trinity Lutheran Church
1570 Niagara Falls Boulevard
Tonawanda, NY 14150
(716) 835-2220

Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr.
cwhited@FirstTrinity.com

Main Office
Kathy Figini, Office Manager
kfigini@FirstTrinity.com

Online
FirstTrinity.com
Facebook.com/FirstTrinity

Becoming an Everyday Missionary
Jesus is on a mission.

He is on a grand adventure to redeem and restore human lives 
to the kingdom of His Father. This is nothing new. Ever since 
He broke out of the tomb on Easter Sunday, Jesus has been on 
the loose, pursuing His redemptive mission, messing with people, 
ripening people, preparing people to be drawn back to the Father 
He loves. It’s what He does.

And He’s on the move in your neighborhood, too.
 

— Pastor Greg Finke, Author

Joining Jesus on His Mission will alter the way you see your life as a 
follower of Jesus and take you beyond living your life for Jesus to 
living life with Jesus. Simple, powerful and applicable insights show 
you how to be on mission and recognize where Jesus is already at 
work in your home, school, workplace, community, and the world. 
You will feel both relief and hope. You may even hear yourself say,  
“I can do this!” as you start responding to the everyday opportunities 
Jesus is placing in your path.

This exciting new all-church book study starts the weekend of 
October 4/5 with a new sermon series and classes on Saturday 
afternoon, Sunday morning, and Tuesday night. More details are 
available online at FirstTrinity.com and in the lobby.


