
 Feb 17/18 Feb 24/25 
Altar Guild .......................... Linda D’Amico Linda D’Amico 

 Karen Wert Karen Wert 

 Laura Zimberg Laura Zimberg 

Saturday, 5:30 p.m.  

Greeter ................................. Evelyn Schleidt Martha Miller 

Ushers ................................... Tony D’Amico Tony D’Amico 

 Steve Puscheck Randy Wert 

Reader ................................... Susan DePlato Bob Strassburg 

Prayers .................................. Karen Wert Bob Strassburg 

Communion ....................... Susan DePlato  

Projection ............................ Bill Wood Jim Brese 
 

Sunday, 8:45 a.m.  

Acolyte.................................. Tyler Pastore Peter Cross 

Greeter .................................  Tom Knapp 

  Debbie Knapp 

Ushers ................................... Mike Zekas Walter Zimberg 

 Adam Kaczmarowski Sam Gugliuzza 

 Garrick Wright Sammy Gugliuzza 

 Gretchen Wright Louis Gugliuzza 

Reader ................................... Jennalise Olson Fran Dawe 

Prayers .................................. Nancy Stuckwisch Cindy Allsop 

Communion ....................... Wendy Binkley  

 Paul Gerlach  

 Carl Fretthold  

 John Faller  

 Sue Steege  

 Jason Christ  

Projection ............................ Bill Wood George Miller 

 

Sunday, 11:15 a.m.  

Worship Assistant .......... Sue Steege Pat Canfield 
Acolyte.................................. Jared Doebler Zach Collins 

 Matthew Klapp Nick MacVittie 

Greeter ................................. Jim Brese Jim Brese 

Ushers ................................... Fabian Family Derel Pulver 

  Zelda Pulver 

  Diane Warner 

  Nikki Warner 

Reader ................................... Mark Bramwell Joanne Wood 
Prayers .................................. Marsha Phillips Brian Bunny 

 Marsha Peth Marsha Phillips 

Communion ....................... Jim Passage  

 Pat Canfield  

 Marsha Peth  

 Jon Whited  

 Jason Christ  

Projection ............................ Bill Wood Stacy DiCenso 

Does God Have a Plan for You 

Features a filmed interview with Operation Baby 
Lift volunteer LeAnn Thieman. In the final days 
of the Vietnam War, Thieman and others  
extracted hundreds of at-risk babies from 
Vietnamese orphanages. During the interview, 
Thieman explains she originally traveled to 
Vietnam to escort six orphans to the U.S. Upon 
arrival, she learned she would have a very 
different mission.  
 

“When I reached Saigon, I was greeted with the 
words ‘Have you heard the news? President Ford 
approved Operation Baby Lift. You’re going to 
help us take home 300 orphans,’” she says.  

Worship Helpers 
If you are unable to serve as scheduled,  

please find a replacement & inform the office. 

Connect With Us: Facebook.com/FirstTrinity, @FirstTrinity, @FTMissions 

Transforming our world, one life at a time, through the power of God’s living Word. 

1570 Niagara Falls Boulevard • Tonawanda, NY 14150 

(716) 835-2220 • FirstTrinity.com • office@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Worship Times  

Saturday 5:30 p.m. Sunday 8:45 & 11:15 a.m. 

Announcements Deadline - Thursday at 9 a.m.  

KFigini@FirstTrinity.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome! 
 

If you are a guest with us today, we are so 
glad you are here! We invite you to fill out 
a yellow card from the pew rack and put it 
in the offering plate during worship. 
 

You will find all of the words in the 
worship service projected at the front of 
the church. If you require a printed copy, 
they are available from the ushers in the 
back of the church. 
 

If you have something you would like us 
to pray about this week, you can write it 
on the back of the yellow card. Our staff 
and prayer team will pray for the requests 
during the week. If you so choose, we 
will post your request online at out prayer 
wall as well. 
 

First Trinity is a Bible-based church. We 
believe God’s Word is the sole authority 
for this life. We are imperfect people 
loving imperfect people. 
 

Our prayer for you today is that you 
would connect to God and grow closer 
and closer to Him each day. 

Sermon Topic 
 

The Called 
1 Samuel 3:1-10, Mark 1:14-20 

February 17/18 

2018 

Altar Flowers  

Presented to the Glory of God 
In Loving Memory of John D. Miller 

By Martha Miller 

Children 

Childcare Infants - Age 2 

Meets in Upper Preschool 2 

Preschool - Ages 3 & 4 

Meets in Upper Preschool 3 

Kindergarten - Age 5 

Meets in Lower Preschool 4A 

FT Kids - Grades 1-5 

Meets in Gym 

Education Hour Sunday 10-11 a.m. 

Just Us - Adults 
With Developmental Disabilities 

Meets in Gym 
 

Youth  

Middle School Grades 6 - 8 

Meets on Lower Level 

High School Grades 9 - 12 

Meets on Lower Level Lounge 

FT Kids & Youth Sunday School  

Adult Sunday Classes—10 a.m. 
February 18-March 25 
 

The Family Project (continues) 

Led by Pastor Chuck and Susan Whited (Upper Level)  
This is a 12-part series from Focus on the Family which 
explores God’s design and purpose for family. How can 
Christians live with purpose and an eternal perspective? And 
how can we model God’s design for families to our neighbors, 
peers, and coworkers? The goal is to be a positive influence in 
our own family and, ultimately, our culture. Your family will be 
blessed by this series. 
 

NEW - The Gospel of Mark  

Led by Sue Steege (Lower Level)  
The New Testament book of Mark is one of four Gospels that 
tell the story of Jesus’ life. It was the first one ever written and 
is action-packed. Join us and dig into the life of Jesus—it will 
change you.  
 

NEW - I Am N  

Led by Jason Christ. (Library)  
“N” is the name used for “Christian” by Isis and other groups. 
The headlines from around the world are staggering as we read 
about Christians persecuted for their faith. How can we 
understand what they’re facing? What does it mean for our 
Christian walk? This class will include actual video interviews 
with Christians persecuted around the world and will look at the 
principles of Sacrifice, Faithfulness, Honor, Perseverance, 
Courage, and Forgiveness.  

W 
ell, we have made it home safely from our Disney adventure! It was a 
wonderful trip, filled with great joy and lots of lasting memories of 
meeting princesses, riding thrill rides, and a mind-bending 4D flight 

through Pandora. Of course, there was also lots of driving. 
 
If you have a family with small kids, you know full well the pain of driving 
somewhere. See if this sounds familiar: The appointed departure time is arriving 
and there’s a mad rush to get out. One of the kids can’t find their shoes. Another 
HAS to go potty despite having gone 15 minutes ago. Now, 10 minutes late, 
everyone is out the door, but where did I leave my keys!?!?  
 
There’s no “immediate” when loading a family up to go somewhere. I guess that’s 
why this story of Jesus calling the disciples is so fascinating. It’s in several 
Gospels, but here’s Mark’s account: 
 

And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.”   
And immediately they left their nets and followed him. Mark 1:17-18 (ESV)  

 
Can you imagine? Jesus casually invites the brothers Peter and Andrew to leave 
everything they know and start a new career and they do it—immediately! No 
hunting for sandals, cleaning the fish, or stowing the boats. Immediately, they left 
everything and followed Jesus on a new adventure. 
 
How are you at answering God’s call? I want to be like Peter and Andrew. I try to 
be like them. And yet, too often, I find myself stalling. “Let me first take care of 
this one thing, then I’ll join you Jesus! Promise! Pinky swear even!” It’s odd, 
because I’m sure that whatever Jesus has in store is way better than my plan, and 
yet I persist in being slow to follow Him. Are you like that too sometimes? 
 
Maybe it’s time to go immediately. Jesus knows the way and has everything we 
need to do the work He’s calling us to. So let’s go. Right now. Are you ready? 
 

Jason Christ (Director of Attract and Middle School Ministries) 

Come For Worship!   Wednesdays During Lent  

February 21 - Worship Service at 7 p.m.  
Services will feature personal testimonies to convey the hope Jesus gives. 
Kathy D’Angelis will give her testimony this week. Our prayer is that we will 
see the power Jesus has to change our lives. He heals, restores and cares. 

Staff Conference in Phoenix, AZ 
February 21-25 
Many of our staff members will be attending the Best Practices in Ministry 
Conference which is Bible-Based, Gospel-Centered, Mission-Driven, & Future-
Oriented. This is a FREE conference encouraging pastors, church workers and 
lay people as we reach out with the Gospel of Christ. It is for those who love: 
the local church, the unchurched, and the LCMS.  
 

The Church Office will be closed Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday, February 21-24, due to our attendance at the Conference.  

Thank You Mattheus Family! 
The Ash Wednesday Spaghetti Dinner was 
wonderful and very appreciated. Many thanks 
to Steve, Michelle, Jamie, and Connor for 
all their hard work and delicious cooking! 



Calendar for February 18-25, 2018 
For calendar details, visit our website: FirstTrinity.com/calendar 

STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited Jr. 

Senior Pastor 

cwhited@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Jason Christ 

Attract/Middle School Ministry 

jchrist@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Marsha Peth 

Care Ministry 

Homebound/Hospital Visits 

mpeth@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Susan Steege 

Transformation Ministry 

ssteege@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Carl Fretthold 

Serve Ministry 

cfretthold@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Timothy Hartnett 

Ministry Operations  

thartnett@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Rebekah Freed 

High School/Young Adult Ministry 

rfreed@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Kathy Figini 

Office Manager 

kfigini@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Dona Trautwein 

Administrative Assistant 

dtrautwein@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Susan Brese 

Traditional Worship 

sbrese@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Marcus Deveso  

Worship Band Leader

mdeveso@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Debbie Ferrante 

Preschool Director 

dferrante@FirstTrinity.com 

MINISTRY COUNCIL 

Jennifer Tresch, Pam Jones, 

Sophie Myers, Marlene Carr, 

John Faller, Mike VanDerPuy,  

Jeff Weber 

An Evening of Christian Music 
Saturday, March 3 at 7-9:30 p.m.  
All are Welcome at First Trinity Lutheran Church   

Live Music, Open Mic, Snacks   Contact John Angelucci  
(716-946-9804, LockportDrumShop@yahoo.com) 

Sunday  2/18 

 8:45 a.m. Traditional Worship 

 10 a.m. Education Hour 

11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

 4:30 p.m. Pickleball 

Monday  2/19 

 7 p.m. Lifetree Café  

Tuesday   2/20 

12:30 p.m. Staff Prayer Time 

 6:30 p.m. Tuesday Night Prayer 

 7 p.m. Band Rehearsal 

Wednesday 2/21 

 9:30 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 

 1 p.m. Senior Life Group 

 7 p.m. Lenten Worship 

 7:30 p.m. Volleyball 

  Corvair Car Club 

 7:45 p.m. Grief Support Group 

Thursday   2/22 

 6:45 p.m. Bell Choir Rehearsal 

 7:45 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

Friday    2/23 

 6:30 p.m. Pickleball 

Saturday  2/24 

 5:30 p.m. Traditional Worship 

Sunday  2/25 

 8:45 a.m. Traditional Worship 

 10 a.m. Education Hour 

11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

 4:30 p.m. Pickleball 

New Sermon Series—Encounters By the Sea 

Feb 17/18 The Called          1 Samuel 3:1-10, Mark 1:14-20 

Feb 24/25 Look Back to See Ahead      Genesis 28:10-17, Romans 5:1-11, Mark 8:27-38 

  Guest Preacher, Rev. Ernie Greene 

Mar 3/4  Defeating Evil          Acts 19:11-17, Mark 5:1-20 

Mar 10/11 Persistent Faith         1 Kings 17:17-24, Mark 5:21-43 

Mar 17/18 Experiencing Provision         Deuteronomy 8:2-10, Mark 6:30-44 

Mar 24/25 A Terrifying Love         Psalm 46:1-11, Philippians 2:5-11, Mark 6:45-52 
 

  Listen to past sermons at FirstTrinity.com/Listen 

Baked Goods for Coffee Hour 

We appreciate store bought or homemade! If you 
would be willing to buy or bake a goodie for Coffee 
Hour on Sundays, please sign up in the Lobby.  
Thank you for your help! 

Give Thanks to God For Loved Ones 
All Saints Service in November 2018 
If you have a loved one who has passed away since January 
2017 and you would like them remembered at our next  
All Saints Service on November 3/4, please email a photo (or 
give us one to scan) with name and date of death to  
Kathy Figini (kfigini@FirstTrinity.com). 

Join Us for Pickleball!  
Sunday, February 18 at 4:30 p.m. 

Friday, February 23 at 6:30 p.m. 

Donation—$3 per person.  
In our gym—paddles are supplied or bring your own. 
Rich Ferrante (Call or text 716-774-1060) 

SCRIP Gift Cards 
A variety of cards are available on Sundays in the Main Office. 
Orders may also be placed for pick-up on the following 
weekend. Profits go to high school/young adult mission trips. 

Grief Support Group at First Trinity 
Wednesday, February 21, 7:45 p.m. 
Topic is Understanding Grief: walking through the valley of 
the shadow of death. Note Time Change. 
Ron Opferbeck will be the leader. 
Ron Opferbeck (716-812-1695), Marsha Peth (716-238-3073) 

Interested in Joining First Trinity?  
Next New Member Class—Sign-up Today! 

Tuesday, April 10 at 6-8:30 p.m. 
If you have been worshiping with us, and you would like to learn more about our church, or 
if you think you might be interested in becoming a member, we invite you to consider 
attending our next New Member Class.  
 

Participation in the class does not commit you to church membership, but it is an 
opportunity for you to find out more about the life and ministry of our church and to give 
prayerful consideration to entering into membership. We start with a light supper served at 6 
p.m. 
 

Please register at FirstTrinity.com, click on Coming Events, or call the church office 
(716-835-2220), so that we know how much food and supplies to buy. 

Next Saturday of Service (SOS) 
Mobile Pack Event, April 14 
This is a one-day event, held quarterly, to compassionately serve 
others in Jesus’ name. SOS complements our longer mission 
trip experiences by providing local mission and service 
opportunities. There is no commitment beyond that one day 
and no prior experience is needed. There is a job for everyone 
so round up your family and your friends for a wonderful day of 
work, fellowship, and fun. 
 

We will be partnering with hundreds of WNY volunteers to 
work with Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) in a mass 
meal packing event at Villa Maria College in Cheektowaga. 
FMSC is a Christian non-profit organization on a mission to 
feed God’s starving children “hungry in body and spirit”. 
 

“You will hear us say this again and again: ‘We want to reach everyone, 
until ALL are fed.’ We truly mean this. This means reaching the hard-
to-reach people and places, the ‘least of these.’ They will be found, and 
they will be fed. With God’s help we will work together with 
organizations and ministries across the globe to end hunger.”- FMSC 

 

There are two ways to participate: 
Event:  Join us for the Mobile Pack Event on April 14.  Meet 
at First Trinity at 5 p.m., and after a quick briefing and devotion 
we will travel to Villa Maria College for the Event which will 
occur from 6-8 p.m. This event is open to all ages and is a great 
family service opportunity (young children will require 1:1 
supervision). We will help to pack thousands of specially 
designed high nutrition meals for distribution around the world. 
The goal for this event is to pack 100,000 meals! 
Register at FirstTrinity.com under Coming Events. You will be 
contacted via e-mail to confirm your registration and you will 
receive any further needed information for the day. 
 

Donate: You can also make a donation to support this SOS. 
Each meal costs approximately $.25. If you can help in this way, 
please make a check out to First Trinity Lutheran Church and 
include the notation: Feed My Starving Children on your 
check. Donations may be placed in the offering plate. You may 
also donate online at FirstTrinity.com/SOS. 
 

If you have any questions feel free to contact: 
Patrick Canfield (716-695-9845). 

Travel Opportunities  
With Pastor Mike Blackwell 
Bus Trip to Sight and Sound Theatre’s Production of 
Jesus, May 23-25. Some spots are still available to see this long 
anticipated show and other stops in Pennsylvania Amish 
country. Also spots are still available to join us for a  
Classic Danube River Cruise, September 13-23,2018.  
Call Pastor Mike (716-771-3474) for info. 

Thank You! 
Thank you to everyone who offered prayers, gave hugs, sent 
cards and extended sympathy at the passing of my dear Mom 
on January 14.  Sincerely, Bob & Linda Kopec 

From the Staff 
We enjoyed delicious treats last Tuesday 
for Valentine’s Day. We are truly grateful for all the special care 
we receive from the Staff Care Team. You make us feel  
so appreciated! 
 

If you are interested in joining the Staff Care Team, contact  
Sheri Ellis (716-998-4956, guardianangel@aol.com). 

Lenten Devotions - LMH 
Lenten Devotions Silent Witnesses from Lutheran Hour 
Ministries are available to read online, to hear as a podcast, and 
also as a daily e-mail beginning Ash Wednesday. Please go to 
LHM.org/lent for more information and share with others. 

Meal Providers Needed 
At First Trinity we care and support each other - sometimes 
through providing meals for those who are going through hard 
times of sickness, or joyful times like new babies! 
 

If you would like to volunteer occasionally to provide a meal 
for someone, please sign up on the Meal Provider sign-up sheet 
in the lobby. We will notify you via email about meal  
providing opportunities. 
Marsha Peth (mpeth@FirstTrinity.com, 716-238-3073) 


