
 May 12/13 May 19/20 
Altar Guild .......................... Susan DePlato Susan DePlato 

 Laura Zimberg Laura Zimberg 

Saturday, 5:30 p.m.  

Greeter ................................. Evelyn Schleidt Martha Miller 

Ushers ................................... Tony D’Amico Tony D’Amico 

 Steve Puscheck Randy Wert 

Reader ................................... Rich Ferrante Bob Strassburg 

Prayers .................................. Karen Wert Bob Strassburg 

Communion .......................  Susan DePlato 

Projection ............................ Charlie Ellis Bill Wood 
 

Sunday, 8:45 a.m.  

Acolyte.................................. Jamie Mattheus Eli Schiferle 

Greeter ................................. Tom Knapp Darlene Helming 

 Debbie Knapp Susan Brenan 

Ushers ................................... Mike Zekas Joel Rockensuess 

 Adam Kaczmarowski Dave Shotwell 

 Garrick Wright Jude Rockensuess 

 Gretchen Wright Noah Rockensuess 

Reader ................................... Fern Innes Cindy Allsop 

Prayers .................................. Nancy Stuckwisch Cindy Allsop 

Communion .......................  Wendy Binkley 

  Paul Gerlach 

  Carl Fretthold 

  John Faller 

  Sue Steege 

  Jason Christ 

Projection ............................ Bill Wood George Miller 

 

Sunday, 11:15 a.m.  

Worship Assistant .......... Jason Christ Pat Canfield 
Acolyte.................................. Mara Tysick Lauren Ratajczak 
  Rebekah Jaenecke 

Greeter ................................. Jim Brese Jim Brese 

Ushers ................................... Fabian Family Frank Kraemer 

  Paris Adams 

  Rachel Bissell 

   

Reader ................................... Jennifer Tresch Mark Bramwell 

Prayers .................................. Marsha Phillips Brian Bunny 

 Brian Bunny Marsha Phillips 

Communion .......................  Marty Doster 

  Jim Passage 

  Pat Canfield 

  Bekah Freed 

  Jason Christ 

Projection ............................ Edu Obot Stacy DiCenso 

In the News: Banning Guns 

Features interviews with two students who 
organized walkouts at their schools, one in 
favor of gun control and one in opposition. 
 

“Walkouts have had a major impact on the 
national conversation about gun control,” says 
Lifetree Café director Craig Cable. “This is an 
hour dedicated to understanding why students 
are leading walkouts and discovering 
respectful, constructive ways to have a 
conversation about a divisive issue.” 
 

Participants have the opportunity to share their 
viewpoints on gun control. 

Worship Helpers 
If you are unable to serve as scheduled,  

please find a replacement & inform the office. 

Transforming our world, one life at a time, through the power of God’s living Word. 

Connect With Us: Facebook.com/FirstTrinity, @FirstTrinity, @FTMissions 

1570 Niagara Falls Boulevard • Tonawanda, NY 14150 

(716) 835-2220 • FirstTrinity.com • office@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Worship Times  

Saturday 5:30 p.m. Sunday 8:45 & 11:15 a.m. 

Announcements Deadline - Thursday at 9 a.m.  

KFigini@FirstTrinity.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome! 
 

If you are a guest with us today, we are so 
glad you are here! We invite you to fill out 
a yellow card from the pew rack and put it 
in the offering plate during worship. 
 

You will find all of the words in the 
worship service projected at the front of 
the church. If you require a printed copy, 
they are available from the ushers in the 
back of the church. 
 

If you have something you would like us 
to pray about this week, you can write it 
on the back of the yellow card. Our staff 
and prayer team will pray for the requests 
during the week. If you so choose, we 
will post your request online at our 
online prayer wall as well. 
 

First Trinity is a Bible-based church. We 
believe God’s Word is the sole authority 
for this life. We are imperfect people 
loving imperfect people. 
 

Our prayer for you today is that you 
would connect to God and grow closer 
and closer to Him each day. 

Sermon Topic 
 

Overwhelmed With Love 
Psalm 23, Colossians 2:1-7, John 15:7-11 

 

May 12/13 

2018 

Altar Flowers  

Presented to the Glory of God 
 

In Loving Memory of Rich Gaffney 

And In Thanksgiving to God for All Mothers 
 

By Susan & Phil DePlato 

Children 

Childcare Infants - Age 2 

Meets in Upper Preschool 2 

Preschool - Ages 3 & 4 

Meets in Upper Preschool 3 

Kindergarten - Age 5 

Meets in Lower Preschool 4A 

FT Kids - Grades 1-5 

Meets in Gym 

Education Hour Sunday 10-11 a.m. 

Just Us - Adults 
With Developmental Disabilities 

Meets in Gym 
 

Youth  

Middle School Grades 6 - 8 

Meets on Lower Level 

High School Grades 9 - 12 

Meets on Lower Level 

FT Kids & Youth Sunday School  

Adult Education Classes at 10 a.m. 
May 13—June 10 
 

Proverbs: Learning to Live Wisely 

Led by Pastor Chuck (Lower Level)   Proverbs is an Old Testament 
book that is chock full of wisdom for life. The wisdom is 
practical and simple (even though at times it is not easy). This 
class will dig into the book of Proverbs and explore its wise 
counsel—God’s wisdom for daily life. 
 
 

It’s Just a Phase, So Make The Most of It 

 Led by Sue Steege (Upper Level)   A phase is a timeframe in a kid’s 
life when you can leverage distinctive opportunities to influence 
their future. If you are a parent, or grandparent, or godparent, 
or you just love kids, come to this class and learn about how 
you can make a difference for them.  
 
 

Supper for Breakfast:  

Understanding Holy Communion 

Led by Phil Reed (Library)   This course takes a look at the 
meaning and significance of the Lord’s Supper. We will 
consider the historical, theological, and spiritual development of 
this sacrament and see what it means for us today.  

W 
e’ve been watching reruns of The Amazing Race on Amazon Prime at 
our house. If you aren’t familiar with the show, teams of two 
compete to win a race around the world. Along the way, teams 

encounter challenges known as roadblocks or detours.  
 
In a recent episode, one of the detours involved making a tower of champagne 
glasses 15 rows high. After doing so, they pour a bottle of champagne into the 
top glass in the stack. As it fills, the bubbling liquid overflows and spills into the 
glasses below it, slowly filling the ones beneath, which in turn overflow to fill 
others all the way down to the bottom level. 
 
God’s love and grace is similar to this. He pours out His love and goodness until 
our cup overflows. David says as much in Psalm 23: 
 

You prepare a feast for me in the presence of my enemies. You honor me by 
anointing my head with oil. My cup overflows with blessings. Surely your goodness 
and unfailing love will pursue me all the days of my life, and I will live in the house 
of the LORD forever. Psalm 23:5-6 (NLT2) 

 
God doesn’t give just a little bit of love and grace to us—enough to get by—but 
rather fills us to overflowing. Why? So that we can pass that love and grace along 
to others in our life! God’s Word comes into our hearts and transforms us from 
the inside out. We become rooted and established in Him. As this change takes 
place, it results in what the Bible describes as “fruit”—acts of love and service 
that bring God’s overwhelming, overflowing love to others. 
 
How is your cup right now? If it’s not overflowing, maybe it’s time to draw 
nearer to God through His Word, prayer, and worship. He delights in filling you 
to overflowing, so let’s ask Him to do so! Then, look around and see whose cups 
around you could use some filling, and let God’s love and grace flow through 
you to them! 
 

Jason Christ (Director of Attract and Middle School Ministries) 

First Trinity Tithe Committee 
The Tithe Committee is responsible for overseeing how and 
where our tithe/mission money is spent. We welcome input 
from the congregation concerning missions and charities that 
you would like to have First Trinity support. Please send your 
input to Carl Fretthold (cfretthold@FirstTrinity.com). 

It’s Spring Clean-up Time! 
Saturday, May 19  (rain date Saturday, June 9) 

Join us for fun and service while we beautify 
God’s House! Come whenever you can between  
8 a.m. - Noon; we can use your help even if it’s 
just for an hour. We’re hoping young and old will 
come out because it will be fun to serve with one 
another! You can choose the job that best fits 
your abilities, inside or outside, and then we’ll 
have lunch at Noon. Please sign-up in the Lobby. 
Thank you. 



Calendar for May 13-20, 2018 
For calendar details, visit our website: FirstTrinity.com/calendar 

STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited Jr. 

Senior Pastor 

cwhited@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Jason Christ 

Attract/Middle School Ministry 

jchrist@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Marsha Peth 

Care Ministry 

Homebound/Hospital Visits 

mpeth@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Susan Steege 

Transformation Ministry 

ssteege@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Carl Fretthold 

Serve Ministry 

cfretthold@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Timothy Hartnett 

Ministry Operations  

thartnett@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Rebekah Freed 

High School/Young Adult Ministry 

rfreed@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Kathy Figini 

Office Manager 

kfigini@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Dona Trautwein 

Administrative Assistant 

dtrautwein@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Susan Brese 

Traditional Worship 

sbrese@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Marcus Deveso  

Worship Band Leader

mdeveso@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Debbie Ferrante 

Preschool Director 

dferrante@FirstTrinity.com 

MINISTRY COUNCIL 

Jennifer Tresch, Pam Jones, 

Sophie Myers, Marlene Carr, 

John Faller, Mike VanDerPuy,  

Jeff Weber 

Sunday  5/13 

 8:45 a.m. Traditional Worship 

 10 a.m. Education Hour 

11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Monday  5/14 

 10 a.m. Morning Bible Study 

 6 p.m. Youth Advantage Basketball 

 7 p.m. Lifetree Café  

  Call Committee Mtg. 

Tuesday   5/15 

 11 a.m. Creole Lessons  

 12 p.m. Preschool Staff Luncheon 

 6:30 p.m. Tuesday Night Prayer 

 7 p.m. Band Rehearsal 

  Men’s Basketball 

Wednesday 5/16 

 9 a.m. Preschool Parenting Class 

 9:30 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 

 12 p.m. Lunch With the Staff 

 1 p.m. Senior Life Group 

 7 p.m. Grief Support Group 

 7:30 p.m. Volleyball 

Thursday  5/17 

 6:30 p.m. CONNECT with Grade 8 

 7 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

Friday    5/18 

Saturday  5/19 

 8 a.m. Work Team 

 9 a.m. Men’s Basketball 

  Spring Clean-Up Day 

 5:30 p.m. Traditional Worship 

Sunday  5/20 

 8:45 a.m. Traditional Worship 

 10 a.m. Education Hour 

11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

12:30 p.m. MOVE Trip Meeting with Parents 

Grief Support Group at First Trinity 
Wednesday, May 16 at 7 p.m. 
The Grief Group will hold a Remembrance Service that is open 
to all. Please bring a picture of your loved one. We will also 
light a candle in memory of each person remembered, and 
thank God for their life. 
Ron Opferbeck (716-812-1695) or  
Mary Ann Milak-Young (716-693-1169) 

Upcoming Sermons  

May 19/20 The Life Giver   Genesis 1:1-5, Ephesians 2:1-6, John 3:1-17 

May 26/27 The Sanctifier   Lev. 11:44-45, 1 Thess. 4:1-8, John 14:16-27 

June 2/3 The Anointer   Acts 2:1-11, Luke 24:44-49 

June 9/10 The Illuminator  1 Corinthians 2:6-10, John 16:5-15 
 

  Listen to past sermons at FirstTrinity.com/Listen 

Camp Pioneer Golf Benefit 
Monday, July 16, Brierwood Country Club, Hamburg 

Early bird registration ($145 or $580 Foursome).   
Registration Details (Camp Pioneer 716-549-1420) 

Interested in Joining First Trinity?  
Next New Member Class—Sign-up Today! 

Tuesday, August 28 at 6-8:30 p.m. 

If you would like to learn more about our church, or if you 
think you might be interested in becoming a member, we invite 
you to consider attending our next New Member Class.  
 

Participation in the class does not commit you to church 
membership, but it is an opportunity for you to find out more 
about the life and ministry of our church and to give prayerful 
consideration to entering into membership. We start with a light 
supper at 6 p.m. 
 

Please register by April 8 at FirstTrinity.com, click on 
Coming Events, or call the church office (716-835-2220), so 
that we know how much food and supplies to buy. 

Men’s Kairos 62 Prayer Sign Up 
Kairos Prison Ministry is a Christian faith based ministry which 
addresses the spiritual needs of those who are incarcerated, by 
sharing the love and forgiveness of Jesus Christ. Please sign-up 
to pray for our members Brian Bunny and Ron Opferbeck 
who will be working at Wende Correctional Facility June 7-10. 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to work in the hearts and minds of the 
inmates and team. The prayer sign-up poster is in the Lobby.   
 

Cookies for Men’s Kairos  
Packaged cookies are needed for the inmates. The prison does 
not allow re-sealable packages, raisins, powdered sugar or 
chocolate liqueur. Please place cookies in the Kairos bin in the 
main hallway by June 3.  
 

If you would like to write encouraging notes to the inmates, 
please contact:  Ron Opferbeck (716-812-1695)  
or Brian Bunny (716-834-0105). 

Women’s Albion Kairos Ministry  
Prayer Sign Up for May 17-20 
Kairos Prison Ministry brings the light, love and friendship of 
Jesus Christ into the lives of the prisoners. They know they are 
forgiven, and they know they are loved. It is truly a life 
changing, and often life saving experience. 
 

Please sign-up to pray for our member Carla Stone who will be 
working at Albion Correctional Facility. Pray for the Holy Spirit 
to work in the hearts and minds of the inmates and team. The 
prayer sign-up sheet is in the Lobby.  

Preschool 2018-19 
One opening available in each: 3 Yr MW & 4 Yr MWF. 
 

Enroll for September 2018! If you are interested in enrollment,  
turn in your application soon; there are only two spots left. Forms are  
available at the Welcome Center or FirstTrinityPreschool.com. 
 

For more information contact Debbie Ferrante  
(dferrante@FirstTrinity.com, 716-835-2220) 

Register at FirstTrinity.com 

Nursery & Preschool are now closed! 
 

Participants: Kindergarten thru Grade 5 in June. 
Volunteers: Completes Grade 6 in June to Adult. 
 

VBS relies on your generosity for the majority of supplies 
needed. Please stop by the donation board (across from the 
mailboxes) and check out the colorful slips. If you have an item 
on hand or can purchase it, your help is greatly appreciated. 
Most slips are under $10 if purchased. Attach the slip to the 
item and place it inside the bottom cabinet (under the donation 
board). Items due June 10. 
 

Tracy Bramwell (716-698-9608, tracybramwell@gmail.com) 

Attention Married Couples 
Marriage is a journey! A Lutheran Marriage Encounter 
Weekend can help you enrich your marriage and add some 
pizzazz to your journey.  
Weekends scheduled this fall in Northeast US are:  
September 14-16 - Spruce Lake Retreat in Canadensis, PA. A 
lovely hotel-style retreat center with many acres of woodlands 
in the heart of the Poconos, an hour north of Allentown, PA . 
October 19-21 - Olmsted Retreat Center. A stunning, hotel-
style retreat center adjacent to the Olmsted Mansion in the 
Allegheny National Forest, 2 hours north of Pittsburgh.  
November 9-11 - at Hampton Inn Berkshires in Lenox, MA. 
Situated on the edge of a nature preserve in the heart of the 
Berkshires, an hour northwest of Springfield MA.  
 

Two nights lodging, 5 meals for each, and all supplies are 
included with your registration fee, plus toward the end of the 
weekend you will be given an opportunity to make a 
confidential contribution of whatever amount you wish toward 
the continuation of the program. For further information or to 
sign up, go to: GodLovesMarriage.org and pay the $100 
registration fee with your credit card, or mark the option to 
mail a check. For questions, contact Northeast US Directors of 
Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie Schamber,  
(724-325-3166 or fjschamber@comcast.net). 

Pray for the China Mission Team   
May 14-27 
Please pray for the China Mission Team! We ask God to go 
before us and prepare people’s hearts to receive the Gospel and 
to grow in a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ. Pick up a 
Prayer Card and Prayer Reminder Dot in the Lobby as a 
reminder to pray. Thank you!  Our Mission Teams rely on the 
prayers of God’s people!   


