
 May 26/27 June 2/3 
Altar Guild .......................... Susan DePlato Darlene Helming 

 Laura Zimberg Charlene Beno 

  Laura Zimberg 

Saturday, 5:30 p.m.  

Greeter ................................. Evelyn Schleidt Martha Miller 

Ushers ................................... Tony D’Amico Tony D’Amico 

 Steve Puscheck Randy Wert 

Reader ................................... Martha Miller Susan DePlato 

Prayers .................................. Susan DePlato Karen Wert 

Communion .......................  Susan DePlato 

Projection ............................ Jim Brese Charlie Ellis 
 

Sunday, 8:45 a.m.  

Acolyte.................................. Tyler Pastore Brian Lackie 

Greeter ................................. Susan Brenan Paul Gerlach 

 Charlene Beno Susan Brenan 

Ushers ................................... Walter Zimberg David Gettman 

 Sam Gugliuzza MaryAnn HarhiGettman 

 Sammy Gugliuzza Sue Lichtenthal 

 Louis Gugliuzza Abbie Morehouse 

Reader ................................... Fran Dawe Anne Miller 

Prayers .................................. Dorothy Rothrock Ron Opferbeck 

Communion .......................  Jeff Weber 

  Tom Knapp 

  Bob Kopec 

  Linda Kopec 

  Marsha Peth 

  Jason Christ 

Projection ............................ Marlene Carr Bill Wood 

 

Sunday, 11:15 a.m.  

Worship Assistant .......... Jason Christ Sue Steege 
Acolyte.................................. Jared Doebler Zach Collins 
 Matthew Klapp Nick MacVittie 

Greeter ................................. Jim Brese Paul Gerlach 

Ushers ................................... Abby Pedersen Dick McKie 

 Judy Pedersen Ben Bell 

 Derek Pulver Rachel Bissell 

   

Reader ................................... Joanne Wood Gordon Tresch 

Prayers .................................. Marsha Phillips Anne DiCenso 

 Brian Bunny Jon Whited 

Communion .......................  Jon Whited 

  Jason Christ 

  Wendy Morris 

  Barb Reardon 

  Marsha Peth 

Projection ............................ David Phillips Edu Obot 

God and Gays: An Hour of Civil Conversation 

Features filmed stories of Jeff Chu, author of 
Does Jesus Really Love Me? A Gay Christian’s 
Pilgrimage in Search of God in America, and 
Christopher Yuan, author of Out of a Far Country.   
 

Yuan shares his story of finding a Christian faith 
and wrestling with his sexuality as a gay man. 
Chu discusses speaking with a wide range of 
Christian groups. “I’d be lying if I said faith was 
easy for me now,” he says. “There are days I 
believe Jesus loves me and every single part of 
me. And there are days when I doubt that.” 
 

Participants will have an opportunity to discuss  
homosexuality and faith in a safe environment.  

Worship Helpers 
If you are unable to serve as scheduled,  

please find a replacement & inform the office. 

Transforming our world, one life at a time, through the power of God’s living Word. 

Connect With Us: Facebook.com/FirstTrinity, @FirstTrinity, @FTMissions 

1570 Niagara Falls Boulevard • Tonawanda, NY 14150 

(716) 835-2220 • FirstTrinity.com • office@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Worship Times  

Saturday 5:30 p.m. Sunday 8:45 & 11:15 a.m. 

Announcements Deadline - Thursday at 9 a.m.  

KFigini@FirstTrinity.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome! 
 

If you are a guest with us today, we are so 
glad you are here! We invite you to fill out 
a yellow card from the pew rack and put it 
in the offering plate during worship. 
 

You will find all of the words in the 
worship service projected at the front of 
the church. If you require a printed copy, 
they are available from the ushers in the 
back of the church. 
 

If you have something you would like us 
to pray about this week, you can write it 
on the back of the yellow card. Our staff 
and prayer team will pray for the requests 
during the week. If you so choose, we 
will post your request online at our 
online prayer wall as well. 
 

First Trinity is a Bible-based church. We 
believe God’s Word is the sole authority 
for this life. We are imperfect people 
loving imperfect people. 
 

Our prayer for you today is that you 
would connect to God and grow closer 
and closer to Him each day. 

Sermon Topic 
 

The Sanctifier 
Leviticus 11:44-45, 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8, John 14:16-27 

May 26/27 

2018 

Is there anyone in your life you 

could share the enclosed monthly 

Lifetree Café flier with? 

No 

Lifetree Café 

May 28 
 

We will be taking a  

holiday, as we  

observe Memorial Day. 

We’ll be back on June 4. 
Altar Flowers  

Presented to the Glory of God 
 

In Loving Memory of Family & Friends 
 

By Maurine Baker-Stein 

Children 

Childcare Infants - Age 2 

Meets in Upper Preschool 2 

Preschool - Ages 3 & 4 

Meets in Upper Preschool 3 

Kindergarten - Age 5 

Meets in Lower Preschool 4A 

FT Kids - Grades 1-5 

Meets in Gym 

Education Hour Sunday 10-11 a.m. 

Just Us - Adults 
With Developmental Disabilities 

Meets in Gym 
 

Youth  

Middle School Grades 6 - 8 

Meets on Lower Level 

High School Grades 9 - 12 

Meets on Lower Level 

FT Kids & Youth Sunday School  

Adult Education Classes at 10 a.m. 
Until June 10 
 

Proverbs: Learning to Live Wisely 

Led by Pastor Chuck (Lower Level)   Proverbs is an Old Testament 
book that is chock full of wisdom for life. The wisdom is 
practical and simple (even though at times it is not easy). This 
class will dig into the book of Proverbs and explore its wise 
counsel—God’s wisdom for daily life. 
 
 

It’s Just a Phase, So Make The Most of It 

Led by Sue Steege (Upper Level)   A phase is a timeframe in a kid’s 
life when you can leverage distinctive opportunities to influence 
their future. If you are a parent, or grandparent, or godparent, 
or you just love kids, come to this class and learn about how 
you can make a difference for them.  
 
 

Supper for Breakfast:  

Understanding Holy Communion 

Led by Phil Reed (Library)   This course takes a look at the 
meaning and significance of the Lord’s Supper. We will 
consider the historical, theological, and spiritual development of 
this sacrament and see what it means for us today.  

O 
ur older kids are playing soccer this year with their school. They’ve 
done a little bit of soccer in the past, but nothing serious. After the 
first practice and game, it was clear that many other 2nd and 3rd 

graders did not have much experience with soccer either! 
 
This past week was the end of the month-long season, and what a difference a 
month makes! What used to look like a mob of children running around the field 
together looks more and more like a team each day. Individually, they are getting 
better at the game and collectively at working together as a team. While practice 
doesn’t actually make perfect, it does make better. Our walk with the Lord is 
similar. Here’s what God says about how we should live as His kids: 
 

God has called us to live holy lives, not impure lives. 1 Thessalonians 4:7 (NLT2)  
 
As new Christians, we start out like a mob of children running every which way 
with no discipline. Forget living holy lives—we can’t even manage moderately 
sinful ones! We say we believe in Jesus, but we continue to stumble with sin 
every day.  
 
However, as in soccer, practice doesn’t make perfect, but it does make us better. 
The longer we know Jesus, the more and more we start to look like Him in 
practice. The way we live changes, and we start to display more and more 
evidence of the new life that is within us.  
 
Now let me be clear—doing “good works” as the Bible calls them is not the 
cause of our salvation, but rather the effect of it. God calls this process of 
growing in holy living “Sanctification”. The Holy Spirit, living inside us, changes 
our behavior day by day through faith, so that we lead lives more and more 
“holy”. We won’t make it to perfect in this life, but by the power of the Holy 
Spirit within us, we may just do better. Not to earn God’s love, but because of 
His love and grace. 
 

Jason Christ (Director of Attract and Middle School Ministries) 

Sign up at firsttrinity.com (look for the VBS link) 
 

Specifically needed are: 

 Greeters on Mon. 7/16 from 8-9:30 a.m. 

 Male actors (no lines to learn) Wed. 7/18 only 

 Helpers in the nursery to care for 0-3.5 yrs olds, 1-5 days 

 Crew leaders M-F to travel with a small group of children to  
learning stations 

 

Tracy Bramwell (716-698-9608, tracybramwell@gmail.com) 

Church Office Closed  

Memorial Day, Monday, May 28 

Celebrate Our Graduating Seniors! 
First Trinity is celebrating with 18 high school seniors as they 
graduate from high school.  Please help us encourage them by 
signing the books found in the lobby for each of our seniors.  
We will recognize these students in the 11:15 a.m. service on 
June 10.  



Calendar for May 27 - June 3, 2018 
For calendar details, visit our website: FirstTrinity.com/calendar 

STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited Jr. 

Senior Pastor 

cwhited@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Jason Christ 

Attract/Middle School Ministry 

jchrist@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Marsha Peth 

Care Ministry 

Homebound/Hospital Visits 

mpeth@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Susan Steege 

Transformation Ministry 

ssteege@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Carl Fretthold 

Serve Ministry 

cfretthold@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Timothy Hartnett 

Ministry Operations  

thartnett@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Rebekah Freed 

High School/Young Adult Ministry 

rfreed@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Kathy Figini 

Office Manager 

kfigini@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Dona Trautwein 

Administrative Assistant 

dtrautwein@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Susan Brese 

Traditional Worship 

sbrese@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Marcus Deveso  

Worship Band Leader

mdeveso@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Debbie Ferrante 

Preschool Director 

dferrante@FirstTrinity.com 

MINISTRY COUNCIL 

Jennifer Tresch, Pam Jones, 

Sophie Myers, Marlene Carr, 

John Faller, Mike VanDerPuy,  

Jeff Weber 

Sunday  5/27 

 8:45 a.m. Traditional Worship 

 10 a.m. Education Hour 

11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Monday  5/28 

Memorial Day—Church Office Closed 

Tuesday   5/29 

 9:30 a.m. Executive Team Meeting 

 11 a.m. Creole Lessons  

12:30 p.m. Staff Prayer Time 

 6:30 p.m. Tuesday Night Prayer 

 7 p.m. Call Committee 

  Band Rehearsal 

  Men’s Basketball 

Wednesday 5/30 

 9:30 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 

 12 p.m. Lunch With the Staff 

 7 p.m. LWML Meeting 

 7:30 p.m. Volleyball 

Thursday  5/31 

 7 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

Friday    6/1 

Saturday  6/2 

 9 a.m. Men’s Basketball 

  Men’s Kairos Team Meeting 

12:45 p.m. FACES 

 2 p.m. Youth Band Rehearsal 

 5:30 p.m. Traditional Worship 

 7 p.m. Saturday Night Light—Christian Music 

Sunday  6/3 

 8:45 a.m. Traditional Worship 

 10 a.m. Education Hour 

11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

LWML / LWiM (Lutheran Women in Mission)  

Wednesday, May 30 at 7 p.m.  
All ladies welcome! We will be having Lynne Hummel speak 
to us about her Book Basket Ministry where books are 
collected then given away at the Hope Food Link.  
 

Attendees are asked to bring along a new or gently used book(s) 
to donate - no markings please.  
Jennifer Bartz (bjen364@verizon.net) 

SCRIP Gift Cards 
A variety of cards are available on Sundays in the Main Office. 
Orders may also be placed for pick-up on the following 
weekend. Profits go to high school/young adult mission trips. 

Men’s Kairos 62 Prayer Sign Up 
Kairos Prison Ministry is a Christian faith based ministry which 
addresses the spiritual needs of those who are incarcerated, by 
sharing the love and forgiveness of Jesus Christ. Please sign-up 
to pray for our members Brian Bunny and Ron Opferbeck 
who will be working at Wende Correctional Facility June 7-10. 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to work in the hearts and minds of the 
inmates and team. The prayer sign-up sheet is in the Lobby.   

Cookies for Men’s Kairos  
Packaged cookies are needed for the inmates. The prison does 
not allow re-sealable packages, raisins, powdered sugar or 
chocolate liqueur. Please place cookies in the Kairos bin in the 
main hallway by June 3.  
 

If you would like to write encouraging notes to the inmates, 
please contact:  Ron Opferbeck (716-812-1695)  
or Brian Bunny (716-834-0105). 

Preschool 2018-19 
One opening available in 4 Yr MWF. 
 

Enroll for September 2018! If you are interested in enrollment,  
turn in your application soon; there is only one spot left. Forms are  
available at the Welcome Center or FirstTrinityPreschool.com. 
 

For more information contact Debbie Ferrante  
(dferrante@FirstTrinity.com, 716-835-2220) 

News From the Call Committee 
The call committee would like to thank everyone for their 
feedback from the church meeting as well as individually. We 
appreciate your prayer and support in this process. We are 
excited to announce that the job description for Director of 
Music Ministries can be found at FirstTrinity.com/hiring and 
at the Welcome Center. If you would like to provide further 
feedback or submit a name for consideration, we would love to 
hear it at CallCommittee@FirstTrinity.com. 

Register at FirstTrinity.com 

Nursery & Preschool are closed! 
 

Participants: Kindergarten thru Grade 5 in June. 
Volunteers: Completes Grade 6 in June to Adult. 

VBS relies on your generosity for the majority of supplies 
needed. Please stop by the donation board (across from the 
mailboxes) and check out the colorful slips. If you have an item 
on hand or can purchase it, your help is greatly appreciated. 
Most slips are under $10 if purchased. Attach the slip to the item 
and place it inside the bottom cabinet (under the donation 
board). Items due June 10. 

Tracy Bramwell (716-698-9608, tracybramwell@gmail.com) 

Upcoming Sermons  

June 2/3 The Anointer 

  Acts 2:1-11, Luke 24:44-49 

June 9/10 The Illuminator 

  1 Corinthians 2:6-10, John 16:5-15 
 

  Listen to past sermons at FirstTrinity.com/Listen 

St. John Lutheran School 
6950 Ward Road, North Tonawanda 

Thursday, May 31 from 3-6 p.m.  
The 6th & 7th grade students are having a Chiavetta’s Chicken 
Barbecue Take-Out. The dinner includes chicken, macaroni sal-
ad, tossed salad, roll and dessert. Cost is $10/pre-sale; or $12 at 
the door. Pre-sale dinners are guaranteed until 5:30 p.m. For 
tickets, please call the church office: 
(716-693-9677 or text 716-807-8663). 

It’s Spring Clean-up Time! 
Saturday, June 9 
Join us for fun and service while we beautify  
God’s House! Come whenever you can  
between 8 a.m. - Noon; we can use your  
help even if it’s just for an hour.  
We’re hoping young and old will come out because  
it will be fun to serve with one another! You can choose the job 
that best fits your abilities, inside or outside, and then we’ll have 
lunch at Noon. Please sign-up in the Lobby. Thank you. 

Call Committee Prayer Challenge 
Pastor often says that a battle is won or lost by the amount of 
time spent on our knees in prayer. As we continue the process 
of searching for a new Director of Music Ministries, we are also 
asking for continued prayers - both for the call committee and 
for the new Director.  
 

This week we challenge you to be praying Proverbs 16:3, that 
we as a church would commit our works to the Lord and that 
He would establish our plans. That we would commit our 
search for a Director of Music Ministries to Him, that we would 
commit all of our plans and decisions to Him that He might be 
honored and glorified.  
 

We also challenge you to pray Psalm 31:14 over our new 
Director, that their heart would continually be seeking and 
trusting and acknowledging God; and that their heart might be 
tender to His will and leading to First Trinity.  

Worship Dance Camp 
August 6-11 at 4-6 p.m.  

at First Trinity 
For students who will have completed Grades 2-7 

Dancers can expect games, snacks, and to learn a dance piece. 
Participants will have the opportunity to present the piece they 
learned as part of Worship during services on August 11 and 12. 
The dance camp will include a free t-shirt to wear during the 
performance. No dance experience needed.  
Led by Abbie Morehouse and Mara Tysick. 
Registration: June 25-July 8. More details coming soon!  
For more information contact:  
Rebekah Freed  (RFreed@FirstTrinity.com) 


