
 July 21/22 July 28/29 
Altar Guild .......................... Pauline Shotwell Pauline Shotwell 

 Laura Zimberg Laura Zimberg 

   

Saturday, 5:30 p.m.  

Greeter ................................. Evelyn Schleidt Martha Miller 

Ushers ................................... Tony D’Amico Tony D’Amico 

 Randy Wert Steve Puscheck 

Reader ................................... Bob Strassburg Martha Miller 

Prayers .................................. Karen Wert Susan DePlato 

Projection ............................ Jim Brese Jason Christ 
 

Sunday, 8:45 a.m.  

Acolyte.................................. Peter Cross Daniel McKeehan 

Greeter ................................. Fern Innes Tom Knapp 

 Susan Brenan Debbie Knapp 

Ushers ................................... Joe Carr Joel Rockensuess 

 Ray Voit Dave Shotwell 

 Gerry Schrembs Jude Rockensuess 

 Ginny Schrembs Noah Rockensuess 

Reader ................................... Fern Innes Jennalise Olson 

Prayers .................................. Ron Opferbeck Nancy Stuckwisch 

Projection ............................ Marlene Carr George Miller 

 

Sunday, 11:15 a.m.  

Worship Assistant .......... Pat Canfield Jason Christ 
Acolyte.................................. Zach Collins Paris Adams 
 Nick MacVittie  

Greeter ................................. Jim Brese Dennis Cassidy 

Ushers ................................... Fabian Family Abby Pedersen 

  Judy Pedersen 

  Frank Kraemer 

  Paris Adams 

Reader ................................... Jennifer Tresch Pam Jones 

Prayers .................................. Marsha Peth Brian Bunny 

 Brian Bunny Marsha Phillips 

Projection ............................ Stacy DiCenso David Phillips 

Money, Money, Money:  

Stories from a Lottery Winner  

Features a filmed interview with Harry 
Werkema, a man who won $26 million in the 
Michigan lottery with his police partner.  
 

“Winning the lottery will change your life,” 
says Werkema. “It can have a profound 
effect for the good, the bad and otherwise.” 
 

Participants will have the opportunity to 
discuss ways their lives would change if they 
won the lottery.   

Worship Helpers 
If you are unable to serve as scheduled,  

please find a replacement & inform the office. 

Transforming our world, one life at a time, through the power of God’s living Word. 

Connect With Us: Facebook.com/FirstTrinity, @FirstTrinity, @FTMissions 

1570 Niagara Falls Boulevard • Tonawanda, NY 14150 

(716) 835-2220 • FirstTrinity.com • office@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Worship Times  

Saturday 5:30 p.m. Sunday 8:45 & 11:15 a.m. 

Announcements Deadline - Thursday at 9 a.m.  

KFigini@FirstTrinity.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome! 
 

If you are a guest with us today, we are so 
glad you are here! We invite you to fill out 
a yellow card from the pew rack and put it 
in the offering plate during worship. 
 

You will find all of the words in the 
worship service projected at the front of 
the church. If you require a printed copy, 
they are available from the ushers in the 
back of the church. 
 

If you have something you would like us 
to pray about this week, you can write it 
on the back of the yellow card. Our staff 
and prayer team will pray for the requests 
during the week. If you so choose, we 
will post your request online at our 
online prayer wall as well. 
 

First Trinity is a Bible-based church. We 
believe God’s Word is the sole authority 
for this life. We are imperfect people 
loving imperfect people. 
 

Our prayer for you today is that you 
would connect to God and grow closer 
and closer to Him each day. 

Sermon Topic 
 

Haggai 
Haggai 1:2-9, Haggai 2:3-9, Haggai 2:13-22 

July 21/22 

2018 

Altar Flowers  

Presented to the Glory of God 
 
 

In Thanksgiving to God for Our 58th Anniversary 
We praise God and thank Him  

for the foundation of our marriage! 
 

By Robert & Jean Snyder 

Thank you to our  

devoted weekly  

worship helpers! 

 

Fill up a jar and help send a 

First Trinity missionary afar. 

A wonderful way to support  

mission work all year long! 

 
 

Our trademark Zanmi means “friend” in Creole – which is the 
language spoken in Haiti – and it’s one of the places in the 
world we send our First Trinity missionaries. When you take a 
plastic jar and fill it up with coins and cash – you become a 
vital part of the mission work here at First Trinity. 
 

Plastic jars and the safe for depositing your money are found in 
the Main Hallway in the metal shelving called, “First Trinity 
Gives.” You may also keep a record of your donations, and our 
church will acknowledge them for tax purposes. 

Is Christianity Really Different? 

Led by Rev. Dr. Charles Whited - Library 
July 22: Islam 
This class will explore a different world religion each week and 
see how it differs from a biblical explanation of Christianity. 
You can come all 12 weeks or one week or several.  
 

Intergenerational Sunday School  

Led by Sue Steege - Lower Level 
This class is intended for people of all ages who like to learn 

together. It’s especially great for families to do together. The 

learning is experiential and fun.  

 

Until September 2 

10-11 a.m. 

Friday Summer Office Hours  

8:30 a.m.—3 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Lifetree Café is taking a 

break for the months of 

July & August. 

 

We’ll resume on  

September 10. 

I 
n most things in life, where and how you spend your time influences the 
results positively in that area. Here’s an example: If you want to become a 
better guitar player, spending more time practicing will help you improve. 

Want to learn how to build things? Spend time building things and watch 
yourself improve! Collecting stamps? Get more stamps and your collection 
grows in size and value! 
 
This isn’t complicated, right? It’s the natural order of things. Investment in an 
area of your life usually pays off over time with improved results. It’s how the 
world works. And yet there’s one area where it doesn’t quite work that way. 
Consider the people of Haggai’s time: 
 

Then the LORD sent this message through the prophet Haggai: “Why are you 
living in luxurious houses while my house lies in ruins? This is what the LORD of 
Heaven’s Armies says: Look at what’s happening to you! You have planted much 
but harvest little. You eat but are not satisfied. You drink but are still thirsty. You 
put on clothes but cannot keep warm. Your wages disappear as though you were 
putting them in pockets filled with holes! Haggai 1:3-6 (NLT2) 

 

God’s people were working toward their own wealth and fame and power—their 
own glory if you will—and not toward God’s. Immediately before these verses, 
God says in verse 1, “The people are saying, ‘The time has not yet come to rebuild the house 
of the LORD.’” God recognized the people were pursuing their own glory and 
not His by focusing on their own houses instead of the Lord’s.  
 
When we chase our own wealth, fame, or power we often find ourselves left 
empty and lacking. In a worldly sense, it may seem like our investment has 
returned good dividends, but in a spiritual sense, we have only become poorer. 
God invites us to put Him first in all things: our families, workplaces, finances, 
dreams, and everything else. Instead of building our own houses, let’s seek to 
build God’s instead. After all, He gave up everything—even His own Son, 
Jesus—to bring us into His household! 
 

Jason Christ (Director of Attract and Middle School Ministries) 
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Thank you to the generous donors who contributed items 
for Shipwrecked VBS. The staff is so grateful for your  
help with the supplies.  
 

We hope you will come celebrate at the VBS Reunion  
on Sunday, August 12, during worship.  



Calendar for July 22-29, 2018 
For calendar details, visit our website: FirstTrinity.com/calendar 

STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited Jr. 

Senior Pastor 

cwhited@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Jason Christ 

Attract/Middle School Ministry 

jchrist@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Marsha Peth 

Care Ministry 

Homebound/Hospital Visits 

mpeth@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Susan Steege 

Transformation Ministry 

ssteege@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Carl Fretthold 

Serve Ministry 

cfretthold@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Timothy Hartnett 

Ministry Operations  

thartnett@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Rebekah Freed 

High School/Young Adult Ministry 

rfreed@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Kathy Figini 

Office Manager 

kfigini@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Dona Trautwein 

Administrative Assistant 

dtrautwein@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Susan Brese 

Traditional Worship 

sbrese@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Marcus Deveso  

Worship Band Leader

mdeveso@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Debbie Ferrante 

Preschool Director 

dferrante@FirstTrinity.com 

Support Disabled American 

Veterans in Our Area 
We are seeking your assistance to help our 
local homeless and needy veterans. The 
vets and their families are in need of new 
underwear, small household items, easily prepared meals, and 
canned goods.  
 

Thanks for your help! Collection bin is in the Main Hallway.  

How To Get News From First Trinity 
Sign up to receive First Trinity’s email updates including notices 
of events, funerals, and prayer requests. Register online at 
FirstTrinity.com. Scroll to the bottom to find “Register for 
Email Updates”.  
 

If you change your email, you need to Register again with your new 
email address.  
 

If you do not have email and would like to get news from 
First Trinity, please contact Marsha Peth (716-691-5799) to be 
linked with someone who will call you. 

MINISTRY COUNCIL 

Jennifer Tresch, Pam Jones, 

Sophie Myers, Marlene Carr, 

John Faller, Mike VanDerPuy,  

Jeff Weber 

Sunday  7/22 

 8:45 a.m. Traditional Worship 

 10 a.m. Education Hour 

11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Monday  7/23 

 9 a.m. VBS –Shipwrecked  

Tuesday   7/24 

 9 a.m. VBS –Shipwrecked  

 6:30 p.m. Tuesday Night Prayer 

 7 p.m. Band Rehearsal 

  Men’s Basketball 

Wednesday 7/25 

 9:30 a.m. Executive Ministry Team 

  Women’s AA Meeting  

12:30 p.m. Lunch With the Staff 

 6:30 p.m. EMT/Council Meeting 

 7:30 p.m. Volleyball 

Thursday  7/26 

Friday    7/27 

 3 p.m. Office Closes 

Saturday  7/28 

 9 a.m. Men’s Basketball 

 5:30 p.m. Traditional Worship 

Sunday  7/29 

 8:45 a.m. Traditional Worship 

 10 a.m. Education Hour 

11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Interested in Joining First Trinity?  
Next New Member Class—Sign-up Today! 

Tuesday, August 28 at 6-8:30 p.m. 

If you would like to learn more about our church, or if you 
think you might be interested in becoming a member, we invite 
you to consider attending our next New Member Class.  
 

Participation in the class does not commit you to church 
membership, but it is an opportunity for you to find out more 
about the life and ministry of our church and to give prayerful 
consideration to entering into membership. We start with a light 
supper at 6 p.m. 
 

Please register by August 26 at FirstTrinity.com, click on 
Coming Events, or call the church office (716-835-2220), so 
that we know how much food and supplies to buy. 

Worship Dance Camp 
August 6-11 at 4-6 p.m.  

at First Trinity 
For students who have completed Grades 2-7 

Dancers can expect games, snacks, and to learn a dance piece. 
Participants will have the opportunity to present the piece they 
learned as part of Worship during services on August 11 and 12. 
The dance camp will include a free t-shirt to wear during the 
performance. No dance experience needed.  
 

Led by Abbie Morehouse and Mara Tysick. 
Registration Open Limited to the first 12 dancers!
FirstTrinity.com/DanceCamp 
 

For more information contact:  
Rebekah Freed  (RFreed@FirstTrinity.com) 

Save the Date for First Trinity’s 

FREE Community Carnival 
Thursday,  August 9    5:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

 

For kids ages 12 and under. 
Bring your friends and neighbors! 
     * Bounce House * Games * Prizes *  
             * Hot Dogs * Crafts * 
Come for dinner, games, snacks and fun!!! 

Volunteers are needed to run games and  
serve food.  Please arrive at the gym by 5 p.m. 
 

Contact Michelle Ciminelli to help! 
(716-691-4259 or mcimi6@gmail.com) 

Upcoming Sermons  

July 28/29 Jude 

Jude 1:116, Jude 1:17-25 

Aug 4/5  Micah 

Micah 1:1-7, Micah 5:1-5a, Micah 7:7-11 

Aug 11/12 Shipwrecked! 

  VBS Bible Points! 
 

  Listen to past sermons at FirstTrinity.com/Listen 

Call Committee Update—First Interviews Completed 
Thank you for your prayers over the last couple months as we search for the right candidate 
for our new full-time Director of Music Ministries Position. We have completed the initial 
interview process with six candidates. We felt God gave very clear direction, revealing three 
names that we should continue exploring through an on-site interview. 
 

We are working with candidates to schedule the visits in the coming weeks. If you have extra 
flight miles or hotel points and are interested in donating them to help offset search costs, 
please contact Jason Christ (jchrist@FirstTrinity.com, 716-860-5007). Please continue to 
pray for the candidates and First Trinity as we conduct the on-site interviews. We are asking 
that God would clearly reveal His will to all involved, and that we would follow His leading 
in this search process. 

Friday, August 10 
1 - 6 p.m. at First Trinity 

  

For an appointment, 

call 1-800-GIVE LIFE 

or go to RedCrossBlood.org.  
  

Donors will receive  
a $5 Amazon Gift Card via email! 

 

Walk-Ins are Welcome! 

Red Cross 

Ministry Council Elections 
Elections will be held at the congregational meeting on 
Saturday, September 22.  Four of seven positions on the 
Council will be chosen for two-year terms. Current members are 
eligible for re-election.  
 

The Nominations Committee is requesting any church member 
interested in serving on the congregation’s Ministry Council or 
wanting to make a nomination for a position on Ministry 
Council (secretary, treasurer, two at-large) contact  
Gordon Tresch (716-875-4620). 

Grief Share: Your Journey from Mourning to Joy 
Wednesdays, August 1-October 24, 7 p.m. 
Grief Share is a 13-week study. The content includes comfort, 
answers, and hope. Provides help and encouragement after the 
death of a spouse, child, family member, or friend. It is helpful 
to be around people who have an understanding of how you 
feel. Leaders are Mary Ann Milak-Young, Linda Gerlach, 
and Ron Opferbeck. To reserve your place, call: 
Ron Opferbeck (716-812-1695). 

Pray for our Young Adult Guatemala 

Mission Team! 
First Trinity is leading a team of 19 missionaries from five 
different churches on a trip to Guatemala July 27-August 3.   
We will be working alongside Casa Bernabé Ministries helping 
out around their orphanage, serving the house parents of 
children there, and serving there so that some of their staff can 
help in Volcano relief efforts.  
 

We hope to have occasional internet service to provide updates 
on First Trinity’s Facebook Page and potentially the blog, but if 
you don’t see anything, it probably just means we don’t have 
internet access. No news is good news! Thank you for your 
prayers and support!  


