
Come Together: The Healing Power 

of Friends and Family  

Features a German film about the 
heartwarming—albeit unorthodox—efforts 
of a grandfather to bring his family together 
during the holidays.  
 

“Time and energy can run in short supply 
around the holiday season” said Lifetree 
representative Craig Cable. “This program 
offers an hour of conversation dedicated to 
reminding us all of the importance of 
slowing down and enjoying relationships.”  

Worship Helpers 
If you are unable to serve as scheduled,  

please find a replacement & inform the office. 

Transforming our world, one life at a time, through the power of God’s living Word. 

Connect With Us: Facebook.com/FirstTrinity, @FirstTrinity, @FTMissions 

1570 Niagara Falls Boulevard • Tonawanda, NY 14150 

(716) 835-2220 • FirstTrinity.com • office@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Worship Times  

Saturday 5:30 p.m. Sunday 8:45 & 11:15 a.m. 

Announcements Deadline - Thursday at 9 a.m.  

KFigini@FirstTrinity.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome! 
 

If you are a guest with us today, we are so 
glad you are here! We invite you to fill out 
a yellow card from the pew rack and put it 
in the offering plate during worship. 
 

You will find all of the words in the 
worship service projected at the front of 
the church. If you require a printed copy, 
they are available from the ushers in the 
back of the church. 
 

If you have something you would like us 
to pray about this week, you can write it 
on the back of the yellow card. Our staff 
and prayer team will pray for the requests 
during the week. If you so choose, we 
will post your request online at our 
online prayer wall as well. 
 

First Trinity is a Bible-based church. We 
believe God’s Word is the sole authority 
for this life. We are imperfect people 
loving imperfect people. 
 

Our prayer for you today is that you 
would connect to God and grow closer 
and closer to Him each day. 

Sermon Topic 
 
 

Christmas - A Family Time 
Isaiah 9:1–6 , Ephesians 1:18–21, Matthew 1:18-25 

December 22/23 

2018 

Visit the prayer station in the lobby to submit personal prayer 
requests and pick up a list of last week’s requests for praying at 
home and/or in the service. You can also submit requests and 
pray online at FirstTrinity.com/prayer. 

M 
ost of us talk with people regularly and don’t think much about it. 
Whether it’s at work, home, or over the telephone—words are a pretty 
mundane part of life. And yet, it’s amazing how just a few words can 

stand out from the rest and radically change your life. Some are amazing and life-
giving like “Will you marry me?” or “We’re having a baby!” or “You got the job!” 
But sometimes, those few words crash your world to pieces: “I can’t find a 
heartbeat.” “There’s nothing more we can do.” “It’s cancer.”  
 

Joseph understood the power of short sentences. Engaged to be married, his 
world was rocked. Ironically, “I’m pregnant” would be amazing news if it had 
come a year later—but that wasn’t the case. I can imagine Mary’s breathless 
confession that she was expecting, leaving Joseph stunned and empty. His young 
bride-to-be had been unfaithful. What would Joseph do? 
 

But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call 
his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” Matthew 1:20-21 (ESV)  

 

Here’s the thing: life is messy sometimes. Joseph was not expecting this news 
from Mary. It was some of the worst news he could hear from his perspective. 
And yet God had bigger plans for this baby. What would ordinarily have been 
viewed as a horrendous sin instead was something beautiful. Mary was pregnant, 
yes, but she was to bear the Savior of the world: Jesus, the One who would save 
His people from their sins. 
 

Joseph received this news and “did as the angel of the Lord commanded 
him” (verse 24), going through with the marriage. Together, they endured sidelong 
sneers and whispered words of condemnation because of Mary’s condition. But 
together they also walked with God, trusting that something good was coming. 
And when the day finally came, “I’m pregnant” became the best news of all as the 
Son arrived. And Joseph called his name Jesus, for He would save His people 
from their sins. 
 

Vicar Jason Christ, Director of Attract and Middle School Ministry 

 Dec 22/23 Dec 29/30 
Altar Guild .......................... Susan DePlato Susan DePlato 

 Pauline Shotwell Pauline Shotwell 

 Laura Zimberg Laura Zimberg 

 

Saturday, 5:30 p.m.  

Greeter ................................. Evelyn Schleidt Martha Miller 

Ushers ................................... Tony D’Amico Tony D’Amico 

 Randy Wert Steve Puscheck 

Reader ................................... Martha Miller Susan DePlato 

Prayers .................................. Bob Strassburg Susan DePlato 

Communion .......................  

Projection ............................ Jim Brese Jason Christ 
 

Sunday, 8:45 a.m.  

Acolyte.................................. Sammy Gugliuzza Daniel McKeehan 

Greeter ................................. Tom & Debbie Knapp Fern Innes 
Ushers ................................... Peter Cross Joe Carr 

 Jonah Cross Todd Helming 

 Kevin Cross Garrick Wright 

 Ray Voit Gretchen Wright 

Reader ................................... Alex Lillis Jubal Myer 

Prayers .................................. Ron Opferbeck Cindy Allsop 

Communion .......................  

Projection ............................ Marlene Carr Bill Wood 

 

Sunday, 11:15 a.m.  

Worship Assistant .......... Vicar Jason Christ Sue Steege 
Acolyte.................................. Jennifer Pritchard Luke Fabian 
Ushers ................................... Derek Pulver Fabian Family 

 Zelda Pulver  

 Amber Neumann  

 Adam Kaczmarowski  

Reader ................................... Jennifer Tresch Joanne Wood 

Prayers .................................. Brian Bunny Marsha Peth 

 Marsha Phillips Brian Bunny 

Communion .......................   
Projection ............................ Bill Wood Edu Obot 

Altar Flowers 2019 Sign Up 
Only a few dates left! 
Sign-up area in lobby. $20 per date chosen may be 

placed in available envelope and placed in offering. 

You may take the flowers after the 11:15 service or pick them 
up on Monday.  Please leave the green insert in the vase. 

Altar Flowers  

Presented to the Glory of God 
 

In Loving Memory of 

Elmer Edinger 
By Shirley Edinger  

Church Office Closed  
Wednesday, December 26 & Tuesday, January 1, 2019 

Christmas Eve/Day Schedule 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 
Monday, December 24     An Authentic Faith 

1 p.m. & 7 p.m. Traditional 

5 p.m. Contemporary 

 

Christmas Day  
Tuesday, December 25   God Comes to Us in Christmas 

10 a.m.  

Worship with The Lord’s Supper 

Portals of Prayer 

Daily Devotions for January-March 
Portals of Prayer is great for personal devotions featuring a 
Bible reading, meditation, and prayer in an easy-to-read format. 
It can be picked up near the Welcome Center. If you know 
someone who would be blessed by a copy, please take an extra 
one to share. 

No Sunday School Classes 

December 23 or 30 

 

All Sunday School Classes  

Resume January 6 

No 

Lifetree Café 

December 24 or 31 
 

 
 

We’ll be back  

on January 7. 

Staff Prayer Partners Requested 
Prayer Partners are requested for our staff for January - March. 
Sign up in the Lobby. A sheet of specific and general prayer 
requests will be provided to you. There is such joy in praying 
and our staff appreciates your prayer support. Questions?  
Dorothy Rothrock (716-694-3181, 
dorothyrothrock@yahoo.com). 

Haiti Mission Items Requested  
The Haiti Mission Team is posting items requested by our 
friends in Haiti, on the board outside the Main Office. We will 
continue to add request sheets as needs are identified. Please 
return your donation by Friday, January 11 so they make it into 
a suitcase on packing day. 



Calendar for December 23-30, 2018 
For calendar details, visit our website: FirstTrinity.com/calendar 

STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited Jr. 

Senior Pastor 

cwhited@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Vicar Jason Christ 

Attract/Middle School Ministry 

jchrist@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Marsha Peth 

Care Ministry 

Homebound/Hospital Visits 

mpeth@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Susan Steege 

Transformation Ministry 

ssteege@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Carl Fretthold 

Serve Ministry 

cfretthold@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Timothy Hartnett 

Ministry Operations  

thartnett@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Rebekah Freed 

High School/Young Adult Ministry 

rfreed@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Kathy Figini 

Office Manager 

kfigini@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Dona Trautwein 

Administrative Assistant 

dtrautwein@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Susan Brese 

Traditional Worship 

sbrese@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Debbie Ferrante 

Preschool Director 

dferrante@FirstTrinity.com 

Support Disabled American 

Veterans in Our Area 
We are seeking your assistance to help our 
local homeless and needy veterans. The 
vets and their families are in need of new 
underwear, small household items, easily prepared meals, and 
canned goods.  
 

Thanks for your help! Collection bin is in the Main Hallway.  

How To Get News From First Trinity 
Sign up to receive First Trinity’s email updates including notices 
of events, funerals, and prayer requests. Register online at 
FirstTrinity.com. Scroll to the bottom to find “Register for 
Email Updates”.  
 

If you change your email, you need to Register again with your new 
email address.  
 

If you do not have email and would like to get news from 
First Trinity, please contact Marsha Peth (716-691-5799) to be 
linked with someone who will call you. 

MINISTRY COUNCIL 

Jennifer Tresch, Pam Jones, 

Sophie Myers, Marlene Carr, 

John Faller, David Fabian,  

Jeff Weber 

An Evening of Christian Music 
Saturday, January 5 at 7-9:30 p.m.  
All are Welcome at First Trinity Lutheran Church   

Live Music, Open Mic, Snacks   Contact John Angelucci  
(716-946-9804, LockportDrumShop@yahoo.com) 

Sunday  12/23 

 8:45 a.m. Traditional Worship 

11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Monday  12/24 

1, 5, 7 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship  

Tuesday   12/25 

 10 a.m. Christmas Day Worship 

Wednesday 12/26 

  Church Office Closed 

 9:30 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting  

 7:30 p.m. Volleyball 

Thursday  12/27 

Friday    12/28 

Saturday  12/29 

 8 a.m. Youth BBall Clinic 

 9 a.m. Men’s Basketball 

 12 p.m. Youth Band Rehearsal 

 5:30 p.m. Traditional Worship 

Sunday  12/30 

 8:45 a.m. Traditional Worship 

11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

  Baptism—Karter James Mommertz 

Upcoming Sermons 

Dec 29/30 A New Year for God Jonah 2:1–9, 1 Corinthians 15:30–34, Mark 8:31–38 

Jan 5/6  Song of Simeon Isaiah 60:1-6, Ephesians 2:1-9, Luke 2:25-35 
  

Listen to past sermons at FirstTrinity.com/Listen 

Schedules for Ushers, Greeters, Readers, 

Communion Assistants, and Prayer Partners 
Schedules for January-March have been emailed to those who 
have an email listed in our database. If you didn’t receive your 
schedule, will you please contact me with your new email 
address or check your spam folder? Thanks! 
Kathy Figini (kfigini@FirstTrinity.com) 

Give Thanks to God For Loved Ones 
All Saints Service in November 2019 
If you have a loved one who has passed away since January 2018 
and you would like them remembered at our next All Saints 
Service on November 2/3, please email a photo (or give us one 
to scan) with name and date of death to:  
Kathy Figini (kfigini@FirstTrinity.com). 

Interested in Joining First Trinity?  
Next New Member Class—Sign-up Today! 

Tuesday, February 5 at 6-8:30 p.m. 

If you would like to learn more about our church, or if you think 
you might be interested in becoming a member, we invite you to 
consider attending our next New Member Class.  
 

Participation in the class does not commit you to church 
membership, but it is an opportunity for you to find out more 
about the life and ministry of our church and to give prayerful 
consideration to entering into membership. We start with a light 
supper at 6 p.m. 
 

Please register by February 1 at FirstTrinity.com, click on 
Current Sign-Ups, or call the office (716-835-2220), so that 
we know how much food and supplies to buy. 

SCRIP Gift Cards Sold in Main Office  
SCRIP gift cards are sold between worship 
services each Sunday. Each gift card you 
purchase helps support Youth and Young 
Adult Mission Trips.  

Thank you for your continued support! 

Want to Support Our Preschool? 
2019 God’s Creation Calendars - $10  
An order form is in your mailbox with extra ones on the 
brochure stand at the Welcome Center. Please place your order 
in Debbie Ferrante’s church mailbox and your calendars will be 
labeled and placed in the cabinet below your mailbox. If you 
don’t have a mailbox you will get a phone call to make other 
arrangements. All proceeds help our preschool. 
Debbie Ferrante (dferrante@FirstTrinity.com) 

Save the Date: August 2-3, 2019 
Bus Trip to Ark Encounter & Creation Museum 
Cost: under $300, including hotel (double occupancy), bus, and 
tickets to the Ark Encounter and Creation Museum. Final 
Details and Registration available on January 31, 2019. 
Questions? Contact:  
Sue Steege (716-440-5025, ssteege@FirstTrinity.com) 

The Christmas Offering 
Every Christmas we have a special offering benefiting a mission 
outside of First Trinity. This Christmas, we will be supporting 
fire relief efforts in Northern California. The Camp Fire was 
the deadliest and most destructive wildfire in California history. 
It started on November 8, in Butte County, in Northern 
California, and caused at least 85 civilian fatalities, covered an 
area of about 153,336 acres, and destroyed 18,804 structures 
and homes. The fire reached 100% containment after seventeen 
days on November 25, 2018. 
 

We will have envelopes marked “Special Christmas Offering” at 
all Christmas Eve services. You can also mark your check 
“Special Christmas Offering” and put it in a pew envelope at 
any service. Give online at FTGives, or text “Christmas” plus 
an amount (ie, Christmas 25) to 716-710-8800. 

Kairos Thanks! 
Twenty-six inmates participated in the Kairos weekend, December 6-9. The Holy Spirit 
blessed us with His love and light of Jesus. Thank you for your prayers, placemats and 39 
packages of cookies. May Jesus wrap you in His love and peace.  
Ron Opferbeck & Brian Bunny 

Muchas Gracias from LaSanta Cruz 
We are very grateful for all your donation of baskets for our 
celebration of Thanksgiving and Christmas. We are very blessed 
to have your support and help. Thank you very much!  
God bless you! 

With Gratitude From Debbie Ferrante 
Thank you for all the generous gifts and words of encouragement I received during my 15 
year anniversary celebration. The love and support you showed me was overwhelming! I was 
blessed beyond measure. I thank God every time I remember you. Philippians 1:3 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wildfire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Butte_County,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_California

