
Second Chances: 

Features the filmed story of author and 
entrepreneur Weldon Long. A high school 
dropout and addict, Long was in prison the third 
time when he decided to change the direction of 
his life. “I was desperate, and desperate men do 
things,” says Long. “I became obsessed with 
changing the course of my destiny…and I did.” 
 

“People who are struggling with their position in 
life are often searching for a second chance,” 
explains Lifetree Café national director Craig 
Cable. “We want to create a safe place for these 
people to come have a genuine conversation 
about what it takes.” 

Worship Helpers 
If you are unable to serve as scheduled,  

please find a replacement & inform the office. 

Transforming our world, one life at a time, through the power of God’s living Word. 

Connect With Us: Facebook.com/FirstTrinity, @FirstTrinity, @FTMissions 

1570 Niagara Falls Boulevard • Tonawanda, NY 14150 

(716) 835-2220 • FirstTrinity.com • office@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Worship Times  

Saturday 5:30 p.m. Sunday 8:45 & 11:15 a.m. 

Announcements Deadline - Thursday at 9 a.m.  

KFigini@FirstTrinity.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome! 
 

If you are a guest with us today, we are so 
glad you are here! We invite you to fill out 
a yellow card from the pew rack and put it 
in the offering plate during worship. 
 

You will find all of the words in the 
worship service projected at the front of 
the church. If you require a printed copy, 
they are available from the ushers in the 
back of the church. 
 

If you have something you would like us 
to pray about this week, you can write it 
on the back of the yellow card. Our staff 
and prayer team will pray for the requests 
during the week. If you so choose, we 
will post your request online at our 
online prayer wall as well. 
 

First Trinity is a Bible-based church. We 
believe God’s Word is the sole authority 
for this life. We are imperfect people 
loving imperfect people. 
 

Our prayer for you today is that you 
would connect to God and grow closer 
and closer to Him each day. 

Sermon Topic 
 
 

Song of Simeon 
Isaiah 60:1-6, Ephesians 2:1-9, Luke 2:25-35 

January 5/6 

2019 

Visit the prayer station in the lobby to submit personal prayer 
requests and pick up a list of last week’s requests for praying at 
home and/or in the service. You can also submit requests and 
pray online at FirstTrinity.com/prayer. 

H ave you ever heard someone say that praying for patience is dangerous? 
Here’s how the reasoning works: “If God is truly perfecting us, and 
practice makes perfect, He might just give you something to be patient 

about!” I know it sure seems to be true whenever I pray for patience. 
 
Where do you need patience in your life? I remember waking up as a kid on 
Christmas morning and seeing all those beautiful presents sitting there waiting for 
me to tear into them. It was like they were calling to me, full of wonder and 
mystery, with never-ending possibilities of what might be mine. They were 
adventures waiting to be explored and for fun to be had. 
 

And it had been revealed to Simeon by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death 
before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. Luke 2:26 

 
Imagine how Simeon must have felt to know that he would not die before seeing 
Jesus, the Messiah promised of old. Imagine reading the ancient texts, hearing the 
promise of a Messiah to come, and then finding out it would happen in your 
lifetime. What great excitement he must have felt going to the temple each day, 
hoping this was the one that would bring him face to face with his Savior! 
 
What promise have you been patiently waiting for God to fulfill? What prayer of 
hope have you been patiently waiting to have answered by God? God is on His 
throne, working His plan. Sometimes it feels like He’s taking His sweet old time 
about it, but we know that His timing is always perfect.  
 
As we turn the page on another Christmas, we pack away the decorations, put 
away all the fun new toys and gifts, and we remember the Savior has come and 
will come again! And we—like Simeon—wait patiently for His return. We don’t 
know when it will happen, but we trust in God’s timing. So keep praying. Be 
patient. Jesus has come, and will come again—and He will make all things new! 
 

Vicar Jason Christ, Director of Attract and Middle School Ministry 

Children 

Childcare Infants - Age 2 

Meets in Upper Preschool 2 

Preschool - Ages 3 & 4 

Meets in Upper Preschool 3 

Kindergarten - Age 5 

Meets in Lower Preschool 4A 

FT Kids - Grades 1-5 

Meets in Gym 

Education Hour Sunday 10-11 a.m. 

Just Us - Adults 
With Developmental Disabilities 

Meets in Gym 
 

Youth  

Middle School Grades 6 - 8 

Meets on Lower Level 

High School Grades 9 - 12 

Meets on Lower Level Lounge 

FT Kids & Youth Sunday School  

 Jan 5/6 Jan 12/13 
Altar Guild .......................... Ginny Schrembs Ginny Schrembs 

 Beth Vance Beth Vance 

 Laura Zimberg Laura Zimberg 

 

Saturday, 5:30 p.m.  

Greeter ................................. Evelyn Schleidt Martha Miller 

Ushers ................................... Tony D’Amico Tony D’Amico 

 Randy Wert Steve Puscheck 

Reader ................................... Rich Ferrante Susan DePlato 

Prayers .................................. Karen Wert Karen Wert 

Communion ....................... Susan DePlato  

Projection ............................ Bill Wood Charlie Ellis 
 

Sunday, 8:45 a.m.  

Acolyte.................................. Lydia Reed Tyler Pastore 

Greeter ................................. Darlene Helming Susan Brenan 
Ushers ................................... Ray Voit Joe Carr 

 Erhard Moosmann Todd Helming 

 Daniel McKeehan Garrick Wright 

 Sue Lichtenthal Gretchen Wright 

Reader ................................... Sophie Myers Anne Miller 

Prayers .................................. Nancy Stuckwisch Ron Opferbeck 

Communion ....................... Joe Allsop  

 Cindy Allsop  

 Lisa Cross  

 Leo Figini  

 Sue Steege  

Projection ............................ George Miller Marlene Carr 
 

Sunday, 11:15 a.m.  

Worship Assistant .......... Sue Steege Pat Canfield 
Acolyte.................................. Madeline Anthony Gloria Hodge 
Ushers ................................... Abby Pedersen Frank Kraemer 

 Judy Pedersen Paris Adams 

 Nikki Warner Natalie Cook 

 Diane Warner Rachel Bissell 

Reader ................................... Gordon Tresch Pam Jones 

Prayers .................................. Anne DiCenso Marsha Phillips 

 Marsha Phillips Marsha Peth 

Communion ....................... Marty Doster  
 Pat Canfield  

 Marsha Peth  

 Kim Kwietniewski  

 Vicar Jason Christ  

Projection ............................ Bill Wood Bill Wood 

Altar Flowers 2019 Sign Up 
Only a few dates left! 
Sign-up area in lobby. $20 per date chosen may be 

placed in available envelope and placed in offering. 

You may take the flowers after the 11:15 service or pick them 
up on Monday.  Please leave the green insert in the vase. 

Altar Flowers  

Presented to the Glory of God 
 

In Loving Memory of Rich Gaffney 
By Cheryl Lenihan and Phil & Susan DePlato 

New Adult Education Classes 
Sundays at 10 a.m. 
All the Places You’ll Go (January 6-February 3) 

Led by Sue Steege (Upper Level) 
In this video curriculum, bestselling author John Ortberg opens 
our eyes to the countless open doors God places before us every 
day. He teaches us how to recognize them, and gives us the 
encouragement to step out in faith and embrace all of the 
extraordinary opportunities that await.  
 

Revelation (January 6-March 10) 

Led by Pastor Chuck Whited (Lower Level) 
Join us as we uncover the mystery of the book of Revelation.  
It will be a fun time!  
 

The God Who Speaks (January 6-March 10) 

Led by Susan Whited (Library) 
Is the Bible REALLY the Word of God? This 8-week, video-led 
study explores the topics of Biblical authority and reliability 
featuring Biblical scholars Alistair Begg, Erwin Lutzer, Josh 
McDowell, R. Albert Mohler and others. The sessions include: 
The Speaking God, Writing the Bible, Manuscript Evidence, The 
Word Made Flesh, The Canon of Scripture, Understanding the 
Bible, Battles for the Bible, and Drifting from the Word. The 
final two weeks will be a study of The Name of God where we 
explore what God’s Word has to say about God’s name and  
its uniqueness.  

Interested in Joining First Trinity?  
Next New Member Class—Sign-up Today! 

Tuesday, February 5 at 6-8:30 p.m. 

If you would like to learn more about our church, or if you think you might be 
interested in becoming a member, we invite you to consider attending our next 
New Member Class.  
 

Participation in the class does not commit you to church membership, but it is 
an opportunity for you to find out more about the life and ministry of our 
church and to give prayerful consideration to entering into membership. We 
start with a light supper at 6 p.m. 
 

Please register by February 1 at FirstTrinity.com, click on Current Sign-
Ups, or call the office (716-835-2220), so that we know how much food and 
supplies to buy. 



Calendar for January 6-13, 2018 
For calendar details, visit our website: FirstTrinity.com/calendar 

STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited Jr. 

Senior Pastor 

cwhited@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Vicar Jason Christ 

Attract/Middle School Ministry 

jchrist@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Marsha Peth 

Care Ministry 

Homebound/Hospital Visits 

mpeth@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Susan Steege 

Transformation Ministry 

ssteege@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Carl Fretthold 

Serve Ministry 

cfretthold@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Timothy Hartnett 

Ministry Operations  

thartnett@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Rebekah Freed 

High School/Young Adult Ministry 

rfreed@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Kathy Figini 

Office Manager 

kfigini@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Dona Trautwein 

Administrative Assistant 

dtrautwein@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Susan Brese 

Traditional Worship 

sbrese@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Debbie Ferrante 

Preschool Director 

dferrante@FirstTrinity.com 

MINISTRY COUNCIL 

Jennifer Tresch, Pam Jones, 

Sophie Myers, Marlene Carr, 

John Faller, David Fabian,  

Jeff Weber 

Sunday  1/6 

 8:45 a.m. Traditional Worship 

 10 a.m. Education Hour 

11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

 5 p.m. Pickleball 

Monday  1/7 

 7 p.m. Lifetree Café  

Tuesday   1/8 

12:30 a.m. Staff Meeting 

 6 p.m. Amherst Youth Basketball 

 6:30 p.m. Tuesday Prayer Team 

  Horizon Support Group 

Wednesday 1/9 

 9:30 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting  

  Servants of Christ Life Grp 

 10 a.m. Executive Ministry Team Mtg  

  Preschool Chapel 

12:30 p.m. Lunch With the Staff 

 3:30 p.m. CCA BBall 

 6:30 p.m. Haiti Team Meeting 

 7:30 p.m. Volleyball 

  Mandarin Bible Study 

Thursday  1/10 

 10 a.m. Preschool Chapel 

 6:30 p.m. Confirmation Baptismal Remembrance 

  Crossroads CONNECT 

 7:45 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

Friday    1/11 

 3:30 p.m. CCA BBall 

 5 p.m. Scrapbooking/Craft Night 

Saturday  1/12 

 8 a.m. Youth BBall Clinic 

 9 a.m. Haiti Packing Day 

  Men’s Basketball 

 10 a.m. OPUS Planning Meeting 

 5:30 p.m. Traditional Worship 

Sunday  1/13 

 8:45 a.m. Traditional Worship 

 10 a.m. Education Hour 

11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

 5 p.m. Pickleball 

Join Us for Pickleball!  
Sunday, January 6 at 5 p.m. 

Donation—$3 per person.  
In our gym—paddles are supplied or bring your own. 
Rich Ferrante (Call or text 716-774-1060) 

Horizon Health Services 
Tuesday, January 8 at 6:30 - 8 p.m.  

Horizon Parent & Family Support Group 

Understanding Substance Abuse & Addiction 
Meets at First Trinity the second Tuesday of each month. 

For more information: Colleen Babcock (716-907-2585) 

Grief Support Group at First Trinity 
Wednesday, January 16 at 7 p.m. 
Topic: Tuesdays With Morrie: what the dying can teach the 
grieving!  Please bring an imaginary travel bag with you. Ron 
will be the leader. All are invited whether grief is recent or in 
the past.   
Ron Opferbeck (716-812-1695) or  
Mary Ann Milak-Young (716-693-1169) 

Upcoming Sermon 

Jan 12/13 Being an Obvious Christian 

Psalm 119:105-112, Acts 26:12-18, Matthew 5:13-16 

Jan 19/20 Radical Love Over Revenge 

Deuteronomy 19:15-21, Romans 12:14-21, Matthew 5:38-42 

Jan 26/27 Radical Love Over Hate 

Psalm 139:17-24, Romans 5:5-11, Matthew 5:43-48 

Feb 2/3  Being a Secret Christian 

Isaiah 65:17-25, Matthew 6:1-8,16-18 
  

Listen to past sermons at FirstTrinity.com/Listen 

Save the Date: August 2-3, 2019 
Bus Trip to Ark Encounter & Creation Museum 
Cost: under $300, including hotel (double occupancy), bus, and 
tickets to the Ark Encounter and Creation Museum. Final 
Details and Registration available on January 31, 2019. 
Questions? Contact:  
Sue Steege (716-440-5025, ssteege@FirstTrinity.com) 

Thanks for Your Help for City Mission! 
As part of our recent Bible Study on The Red Letter Challenge, new men’s socks and 
underwear were collected by the class held in the Library. To date we have collected 80 pairs 
of men’s underwear, 203 pairs of men’s socks (a few women’s), and 19 bars of soap.  
 

We also received some used men’s socks which will be sorted by the City Mission and then 
placed in their thrift shop, as they can only give their clients new items. Thank you so very 
much for your kindness and generosity in helping those who truly are in need.  
Dorothy Rothrock 

Kairos Thanks! 
Twenty-six inmates participated in the Kairos weekend, 
December 6-9. The Holy Spirit blessed us with His love and 
light of Jesus. Thank you for your prayers, placemats and 39 
packages of cookies. May Jesus wrap you in His love and peace.  
Ron Opferbeck & Brian Bunny 

Muchas Gracias from LaSanta Cruz 
We are very grateful for all your donation of baskets for our 
celebration of Thanksgiving and Christmas. We are very blessed 
to have your support and help. Thank you very much!  
God bless you! 

Heartfelt Thanks! 
From Fran Dawe 

I wish to thank you all for your prayers, cards and phone calls 
during my extended illness. There is no doubt they were helpful 
in my recovery. I have missed you all. I’m feeling well and look 
forward to seeing you soon. 
From Wendy Binkley 

Thank you to everyone for your prayers, beautiful cards, good 
thoughts, and gifts sent to me following my shoulder surgery!  
I felt surrounded in love! I’m healing nicely but have a long road 
ahead. Your prayers are still appreciated! Thanks again.  

Star Tree Thanks! 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Star Tree in any 
way! A huge thank you to my husband Gary for his patience and 
help with the tree and the gifts following my shoulder surgery!  
 

Another huge thank you to the person (you know who you are) 
who cleared the remaining stars off the tree and purchased the 
gifts! It was a big help to me as I had difficulty shopping 
following my surgery. I’m sure the Cornerstone Manor, the  
Ken-Ton Schools, and one private family are sharing the thanks 
I send out to all of you! May God bless your Christmas as you 
have blessed the Christmas of many! Wendy Binkley 

Haiti Mission Items Requested  
The Haiti Mission Team is posting items requested by our 
friends in Haiti, on the board outside the Main Office. We will 
continue to add request sheets as needs are identified. Please 
return your donation by Friday, January 11 so they make it 
into a suitcase on packing day. 

Staff Prayer Partners Requested 
Prayer Partners are requested for our staff for January - March. 
Sign up in the Lobby. A sheet of specific and general prayer 
requests will be provided to you. There is such joy in praying 
and our staff appreciates your prayer support. Questions?  
Dorothy Rothrock (716-694-3181, 
dorothyrothrock@yahoo.com). 

From Pastor Chuck & Susan 
Thank you so much for all the prayers, 
cards, and gifts you have given to our 
family this Christmas. What a blessing you 
are to us!  God bless you! 

Thank You Staff Care Team! 
We are so grateful to the Staff Care Team that 
takes such good care of us. The Christmas 
Cookies were delicious and enjoyed by all of us! 
We are also very appreciative of our Christmas 
gift cards and will take great pleasure in using them! 
 

If you are interested in joining the Staff Care Team, contact:  
Sheri Ellis (716-998-4956 , guardianangel@aol.com). 

Mission Madness Preliminary Mtg. 
Saturday, January 19 at 9 a.m. 
If you would like to help with the planning of Mission Madness 
for next November, please join us!  
 

We will accept donations now! Please include the value of the 
basket or items that you donate. Donations may be placed in the 
main office. 
Jean Fretthold (716-807-4199, jfretthold@hotmail.com) 


