
An Immigrant in the Sanctuary:  

When Faith and Politics Collide 

Features a filmed interview with Rev. Mike Morran, 
whose church offered sanctuary to Arturo Hernandez 
Garcia, an undocumented immigrant. Garcia moved 
into the church basement knowing he faced immediate 
deportation should he leave the church building. 
 

“Arturo has worked in the U.S. for over 15 years, and 
his wife and two daughters are here,” Morran said of 
Garcia. “There are a lot of good reasons this man 
should be able to stay with his family.”  
 

Participants will have the opportunity to share their 
views concerning illegal immigration, immigration 
reform, and responding to undocumented immigrants. 

Worship Helpers 
If you are unable to serve as scheduled,  

please find a replacement & inform the office. 
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Worship Times  

Saturday 5:30 p.m. Sunday 8:45 & 11:15 a.m. 

Announcements Deadline - Thursday at 9 a.m.  

KFigini@FirstTrinity.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome! 
 

If you are a guest with us today, we are so 
glad you are here! We invite you to fill out 
a yellow card from the pew rack and put it 
in the offering plate during worship. 
 

You will find all of the words in the 
worship service projected at the front of 
the church. If you require a printed copy, 
they are available from the ushers in the 
back of the church. 
 

If you have something you would like us 
to pray about this week, you can write it 
on the back of the yellow card. Our staff 
and prayer team will pray for the requests 
during the week. If you so choose, we 
will post your request online at our 
online prayer wall as well. 
 

First Trinity is a Bible-based church. We 
believe God’s Word is the sole authority 
for this life. We are imperfect people 
loving imperfect people. 
 

Our prayer for you today is that you 
would connect to God and grow closer 
and closer to Him each day. 

Sermon Topic 
 

 

Obedient to God’s Call  
Acts 16:9-15, Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5, John 14:23-29 

May 25/26 

2019 

The Lutheran Hour 

Sundays 9:30 a.m. 

WXRL 1300AM LutheranHour.org 

Children 

Childcare Infants - Age 2 

Meets in Upper Preschool 2 

Preschool - Ages 3 & 4 

Meets in Upper Preschool 3 

Kindergarten - Age 5 

Meets in Lower Preschool 4A 

FT Kids - Grades 1-5 

Meets in Gym 

Education Hour Sunday 10-11 a.m. 

Just Us - Adults 
With Developmental Disabilities 

Meets in Gym 
 

Youth  

Middle School Grades 6 - 8 

Meets on Lower Level 

High School Grades 9 - 12 

Meets on Lower Level Lounge 

FT Kids & Youth Sunday School  

 May 25/26 June 1/2 
Altar Guild .......................... Susan DePlato Linda D’Amico 

 Laura Zimberg Karen Wert 

  Laura Zimberg 

 

Saturday, 5:30 p.m.  

Greeter ................................. Evelyn Schleidt Martha Miller 

Ushers ................................... Tony D’Amico Tony D’Amico 

 Randy Wert Steve Puscheck 

Reader ................................... Rich Ferrante Bob Strassburg 

Prayers .................................. Bob Strassburg Karen Wert 

Communion .......................  Bob Strassburg 

Projection ............................ Jim Brese Bill Wood 
 

Sunday, 8:45 a.m.  

Acolyte.................................. Daniel McKeehan Lydia Reed 

Greeter ................................. Susan Brenan Darlene Helming 
Ushers ................................... Ray Voit Joe Carr 

 Sue Lichtenthal Todd Helming 

 Cindy Lackie Gretchen Wright 
 Will Lackie Garrick Wright 

Reader ................................... Cindy Allsop Sophie Myers 

Prayers .................................. Nancy Stuckwisch Dorothy Rothrock 

Communion .......................  Jeff Weber 

  John Faller 

  Paul Gerlach 

  Tom Knapp 

  Bekah Freed 

Projection ............................ Bill Wood George Miller 
 

Sunday, 11:15 a.m.  

Worship Assistant .......... Vicar Jason Christ Sue Steege 
Acolyte.................................. Natalie Cook Paris Adams 
Ushers ................................... Fabian Family Derek Pulver 

 Adam Kaczmarowski Zelda Pulver 

  Dick McKie 

  Paris Adams 

Reader ................................... Pam Jones Mark Bramwell 

Prayers .................................. Brian Bunny Anne DiCenso 

  Marsha Phillips 

Communion .......................  Marsha Peth 

  Barb Reardon 

  Jim Passage 

  Marty Doster 

  Bekah Freed 

Projection ............................ Edu Obot Jennifer Pritchard 

Altar Flowers  

Presented to the Glory of God 
 

In Celebration of Life as We Became Grandparents! 

By Jennifer & Harris Bartz 

Church Office Closed - Monday,  May 27 

No 

Lifetree Café 

May 27 
 

 
 

We’ll be back  

on June 3. 

Adult Education Classes 
Sundays at 10 a.m.  Until-June 9 
Ruth Led by Pastor Chuck Whited (Lower Level) 

This study will focus on the Old Testament book of Ruth. You 
will be drawn into this story that includes grief, romance, family 
relationships, and a sweet connection to Jesus.  
 

The Contrarian’s Guide to Knowing God  

Led by Sue Steege (Library) 
The Christian life—even one centered on grace—can still feel 
like a long list of dos and don’ts. But what if there’s more (and 
less) to our faith than we typically believe? In this study we will 
tackle popular assumptions about Christian living that create 
stress and failure rather than growth and joy.  
 

Altogether Beautiful Led by Jaime Christ (Upper Level) 

Altogether Beautiful is a video-based Bible study for women 
on the Song of Songs that explores what it means to be loved 
fiercely and called beautiful by the God of the universe. This 
eight-week study walks through each chapter to not only help 
readers better understand and apply the wisdom offered in the 
Song, but also challenge them to securely ground their identity in 
the one who makes them beautiful - Jesus. Whether married or 
single, young or old, women will find truth and comfort in the 
Song of Songs because this song, ultimately, is about the fierce 
love God has for them, whom He declares altogether beautiful.  
 

The Foundations by Ken Ham  

Led by Susan Whited (Upper Level) 
In preparation for the upcoming trip to the Creation Museum & 
Ark Encounter, we are offering The Foundations class again. 
As Wendy & Gary B. said, “We believe The Foundations series to 
be a ‘must see’ resource for everyone! Many questions we all have wondered 
about throughout our lives are answered so clearly and simply, and help to 
support our Christian faith and trust in the Bible.” 

I 
f you weren’t here last week, you may have missed some big news in my life. 
My 10-year-old daughter Addison was diagnosed with a small peanut-sized 
brain tumor. The prognosis is good. We feel very good about our pediatric 

neurosurgeon and the team that is forming to provide care and treatment. We 
are confident that God is writing an amazing story of healing here.  
 
It is humbling and overwhelming at times to see the level of support and 
encouragement from so many different people—and so many people from this 
faith family. Thank you for that. We are truly grateful. People often ask us how 
we are doing. The short answer: We are OK. We have good days and hard. We 
have joys and struggles. But we are OK. 
 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to 
you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. John 14:27  

 

In our Gospel reading today, Jesus tells His disciples that He is leaving them a 
supernatural peace unlike anything this world can provide. It is interesting to be 
reading this during our journey with Addison. Even though we fully trust in 
Jesus to be present and working in our lives, there are days when our hearts are 
troubled. There are days when we are afraid. I imagine this is not unique to us 
either. I’m sure you have felt the same when you face great personal hardship—
whatever that looks like for you. 
 
I can’t control how my heart feels. I wish I could. Life would be so much easier 
some days… I can choose where to focus my thoughts, however. Christ has 
come to give me His peace. A wonderful blessing and privilege that comes with 
being a part of the people of God is the opportunity to remind one another of 
that peace every day.  
 
So thanks for walking with us. Thanks for reminding us about God’s crazy-
awesome-amazing peace every day. I pray you would hear and believe the same: 
that Jesus came to give you peace beyond anything the world could ever offer! 
 

Vicar Jason Christ, Director of Attract and Middle School Ministry 

Registration is Open at FirstTrinity.com 

Sorry—the Nursery & Preschool are now closed! 
Participants: Kindergarten thru Grade 5 in June. 
Volunteers: Completes Grade 6 in June to Adult. 

We still need more Volunteers: 
Greeters (Mon morning only) 
Male actors (Tues morning only) 
Mud Makers (Sat July 13) 
Snack Station helpers (Mon-Fri) 
Crew Leaders (Mon-Fri) or sub any day 
 

Tracy Bramwell, VBS Director (716-698-9608, tracybramwell@gmail.com) 



Calendar for May 26 – June2, 2019 
For calendar details, visit our website: FirstTrinity.com/calendar 

STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited Jr. 

Senior Pastor 

cwhited@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Vicar Jason Christ 

Attract/Middle School Ministry 

jchrist@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Marsha Peth 

Care Ministry 

Homebound/Hospital Visits 

mpeth@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Susan Steege 

Transformation Ministry 

ssteege@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Carl Fretthold 

Serve Ministry 

cfretthold@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Timothy Hartnett 

Ministry Operations  

thartnett@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Rebekah Freed 

High School/Young Adult Ministry 

rfreed@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Kathy Figini 

Office Manager 

kfigini@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Dona Trautwein 

Administrative Assistant 

dtrautwein@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Susan Brese 

Traditional Worship 

sbrese@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Debbie Ferrante 

Preschool Director 

dferrante@FirstTrinity.com 

MINISTRY COUNCIL 

Jennifer Tresch, Pam Jones, 

Sophie Myers, Marlene Carr, 

John Faller, David Fabian,  

Jeff Weber 

Saturday Night Light Concert Series 
Saturday, June 1 at 7-9:30 p.m.  
All are Welcome at First Trinity Lutheran Church   

Free Christian Music & Snacks.   Contact John Angelucci  
(716-946-9804, 2ndchancesmusic@gmail.com) 

Sunday 5/26 

 8:45 a.m. Traditional Worship 

 10 a.m. Education Hour 

11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Monday 5/27 - Memorial Day 

  Church Office Closed 

Tuesday   5/28 

 10 a.m. GriefShare 

12:30 p.m. Staff Meeting 

 4 p.m. Preschool Hiring Team 

 6:30 p.m. Tuesday Night Prayer 

 7 p.m. Band Rehearsal 

  VBS Imagination Station Leaders 

Wednesday 5/29  

 9:30 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting  

 10 a.m. Executive Ministry Team 

 12 p.m. Lunch With the Staff 

Wednesday 5/29 (continued) 

 6 p.m. Mandarin Bible Study 

 7:45 p.m. Volleyball 

Thursday  5/30 

 10 a.m. Thursday Morning Prayer Time 

 6 p.m. VBS Song Leaders 

Friday    5/31 

Saturday  6/1 

 8 a.m. Youth BBall Clinic 

 9 a.m. Men’s Basketball 

12:45 p.m. FACES 

 5:30 p.m. Traditional Worship 

 7 p.m. Saturday Night Light Concert Series 

Sunday 6/2 

 8:45 a.m. Traditional Worship 

 10 a.m. Education Hour 

11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

OPUS Lunch (Older People Up to Something)  

Wednesday, June 19, Noon (Lower Level) 
Subs & Wraps Lunch - $5   Sign up in the Lobby. Pay June 19. 
Everyone is invited, even Non-OPUS members! 
Program: “Harmony”  Men Singers & Sing-a-Long.    
Questions? Erhard Moosmann (716-688-6854) or 
Wendy Binkley (716-694-5431) 

SCRIP Gift Cards Sold in Main Office  
SCRIP gift cards are sold between worship 
services each Sunday. Each gift card you 
purchase helps support Youth and Young 
Adult Mission Trips. Thank you for your continued support! 

Grief Share: Your Journey from Mourning to Joy 
Tuesday Mornings, Until May 28, 10-11:30 a.m. 
Grief Share is a 13-week study. The content includes comfort, 
answers, and hope. Provides help and encouragement after the 
death of a spouse, child, family member, or friend. It is helpful 
to be around people who have an understanding of how you 
feel. Workbook is $15. 
Leaders are Mary Ann Milak-Young & Ron Opferbeck.  
Questions: Ron Opferbeck (716-812-1695) 

Our Next New Member Class 
Tuesday, June 4 at 6-8:30 p.m. 

If you would like to learn more about our church, or if you 
think you might be interested in becoming a member, we invite 
you to consider attending our next New Member Class.  
 

Participation in the class does not commit you to church 
membership, but it is an opportunity for you to find out more 
about the life and ministry of our church and to give prayerful 
consideration to entering into membership. We start with a light 
supper at 6 p.m. 
 

Please register by June 2 at FirstTrinity.com, click on 
Current Sign-Ups, or call the office (716-835-2220), so that 
we know how much food and supplies to buy. 

Upcoming Sermons—The Birth of the Church 
June 1/2 Jesus Ascends Acts 1:1-11, Luke 24:44-53 

June 8/9 The Spirit Descends Acts 2:1-21, Romans 8:14-17, John 14:8-17, (25-27) 
 

Listen to past sermons at FirstTrinity.com/Listen 

NEW Morning Prayer Time 
Thursdays, 10 - 11 a.m. 
Do you like to pray for others? Would you like to talk to the 
Lord on behalf of others in prayer with other like-minded 
friends? Come and join us for this new Prayer Group. We will 
meet weekly, begin with a short Bible Study, and then pray 
prayer requests. Everyone is welcome. Contact Dorothy 
Rothrock (716-694-3181, dorothyrothrock@yahoo.com) 

Kairos Weekend Wende  June 13-16 
Prayer Sign Up 

Kairos Prison Ministry is a Christian faith based ministry which 
addresses the spiritual needs of those who are incarcerated, by 
sharing the love and forgiveness of Jesus Christ. Please sign-up 
to pray for our members Brian Bunny and Ron Opferbeck 
who will be working inside and Damon Piatov working outside 
at Wende Correctional Facility. Pray for the Holy Spirit to work 
in the hearts and minds of the inmates and team.  
The prayer sign-up poster is in the Lobby.   
 

Cookies for Men’s Kairos  

Packaged cookies are needed for the inmates. The prison does 
not allow re-sealable packages, raisins, powdered sugar or 
chocolate liqueur. Please place cookies in the Kairos bin in the 
main hallway by June 9.  
 

If you would like to write encouraging notes to the inmates, 
please contact:  Ron Opferbeck (716-812-1695)  
or Brian Bunny (716-834-0105). 

Will You Help Us Welcome Guests? 
We are so thankful for our guests each weekend. We are looking 
for some members, in Cheektowaga, Grand Island, and 
North Tonawanda, who would be willing to drop off a First 
Trinity mug to someone (in your neighborhood) who has 
recently visited First Trinity.  
If you are willing to help, please contact:  
Kathy Figini (kfigini@FirstTrinity.com, 716-835-2220). 

Celebrating God’s Gift of  

Wendy Morris  
Wendy Morris has served beautifully as the Head Teacher for 
our five day a week four year old Preschool class for nine years. 
She is retiring at the close of this school year. The Preschool 
staff and families will be celebrating with Wendy in lots of 
ways. As a church family, we also want to celebrate, thank her, 
and thank God for her. That will happen in the worship 
services and coffee hours the weekend of June 1/2. 

Celebrating God’s Gift of  

Bekah Freed 
June 9 at 12:30, Buffalo Feast Pot-Blessing Luncheon 

Director of Christian Education Rebekah Freed has served as 
Director of High School and Young Adult Ministries at First 
Trinity for nine years. She has accepted a Call to serve as the 
Director of Student Development at Concordia University in 
Seward, Nebraska. We will send her off in worship services on 
June 15/16. Prior to that we will celebrate Bekah in an all-
church Buffalo Feast Pot Blessing Luncheon, Sunday, June 9 at 
12:30 p.m. All are invited to join us at the Luncheon.  
Here are the details: 

 Roast Beef and desserts will be provided. Bring a side or 
other dish to pass. If it’s Buffalo-themed, all the better.  

 Plan to wear blue that weekend. It is the home color of 
both the UB Bulls and Concordia Bulldogs. 

 Please sign-up at the sign-up kiosk in the lobby so we 
know how many people to prepare for.  

 We are giving thanks and praise to God for Bekah’s 
ministry among us. If you’d like to be part of a financial 
gift for Bekah, checks can be made out to “First Trinity 
Lutheran Church” with “Bekah Freed Gift” in the memo 
line. You can also give online at FirstTrinity.com/give. 

Thank You to Our Spring Clean-Up Volunteers 
Thanks to this great group of people who came out last Saturday morning and donated their 
time and energy to beautify our church property. It looks gorgeous and we are very grateful 
for all your hard work!  
 

Robin Wright    Karen Pritchard       Mary Ann Gettman 
Joanne Wood    Sue DePlato           Cindy Lackie 
Brian Lackie    Brian Creenan         Tony D’Amico 
Kim David    Carolyn Doster        Sue Steege 
Judy Pedersen    Will Lackie            Rich & Debbie Ferrante 
 

Thank you also to Mark Cook for help in ordering the mulch. 

Thank You from Neil Anderson & The Sowers Ministry 
We received your generous donation of $2,200 towards Chinese Bibles—thank you from the 
bottom of our hearts and may you be blessed and highly favored. Thanks you so much for 
your incredible love, prayers, and support towards the ministry! We appreciate all you do to 
spread the hope and joy of Jesus Christ. God is doing amazing things and we get to celebrate 
the impact you make. Thank you for making an eternal difference around the world! 


