
Concussions:  

A Former NFL Player Speaks Out  

Features filmed interview with former NFL 
tight end Ben Utecht, who suffered five 
confirmed concussions during his career.   
 

“My concussions, as they continued to 
happen, had a greater and greater impact on 
my personality,” Utecht explains. “Loss of 
short- and long-term memory is an issue I 
deal with, and I’m only in my 30s.” 
 

You will have opportunity to share ideas for 
reducing risk of concussions in all sports.  

Worship Helpers 
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Announcements Deadline - Thursday at 9 a.m.  

KFigini@FirstTrinity.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome! 
 

If you are a guest with us today, we are so 
glad you are here! We invite you to fill out 
a yellow card from the pew rack and put it 
in the offering plate during worship. 
 

You will find all of the words in the 
worship service projected at the front of 
the church. If you require a printed copy, 
they are available from the ushers in the 
back of the church. 
 

If you have something you would like us 
to pray about this week, you can write it 
on the back of the yellow card. Our staff 
and prayer team will pray for the requests 
during the week. If you so choose, we 
will post your request online at our 
online prayer wall as well. 
 

First Trinity is a Bible-based church. We 
believe God’s Word is the sole authority 
for this life. We are imperfect people 
loving imperfect people. 
 

Our prayer for you today is that you 
would connect to God and grow closer 
and closer to Him each day. 

Sermon Topic 
 

 

Why God Speaks 
Genesis 28: 10-17, Colossians 1:9-12, John 18:33-38 

June 22/23 

2019 

The Lutheran Hour 

Sundays 9:30 a.m. 

WXRL 1300AM LutheranHour.org 

Thank you to our  

devoted weekly  

worship helpers! 

 June 22/23 June 29/30 
Altar Guild .......................... Linda D’Amico Linda D’Amico 

 Karen Wert Karen Wert 

 Laura Zimberg Laura Zimberg 

 

Saturday, 5:30 p.m.  

Greeter ................................. Evelyn Schleidt Martha Miller 

Ushers ................................... Tony D’Amico Tony D’Amico 

 Randy Wert Steve Puscheck 

Reader ................................... Rich Ferrante Bob Strassburg 

Prayers .................................. Karen Wert Bob Strassburg 

Projection ............................ Jim Brese Bill Wood 
 

Sunday, 8:45 a.m.  

Acolyte.................................. Luke Guetti Noah Schiferle 

Greeter ................................. Paul Gerlach Susan Brenan 
Ushers ................................... Gerry Schrembs Ray Voit 

 Ginny Schrembs Daniel McKeehan 

 David Gettman Erhard Moosmann 

 MaryAnn HarhiGettman  

Reader ................................... Fern Innes Jennalise Olson 

Prayers .................................. Nancy Stuckwisch Dorothy Rothrock 

Projection ............................ George Miller Marlene Carr 
 

Sunday, 11:15 a.m.  

Worship Assistant .......... Sue Steege Pat Canfield 
Acolyte.................................. Madeline Anthony Gloria Hodge 
Greeter ................................. Paul Gerlach  

Ushers ................................... Fabian Family Derek Pulver 

 Adam Kaczmarowski Zelda Pulver 

  Dick McKie 

  Paris Adams 

Reader ................................... Gordon Tresch Joanne Wood 

Prayers .................................. Marsha Phillips Marsha Phillips 

 Marsha Peth Brian Bunny 

Projection ............................ Jennifer Pritchard David Phillips 

Altar Flowers  

Presented to the Glory of God 
In Loving Memory of Paul Fromm 

By Clara Lou Fromm & Family 

J ane Goodall became famous for her work observing chimpanzees at 
Gombe Stream National Park in Tanzania. She spent hours upon hours 
watching and chronicling their behaviors and patterns in an attempt to 

better understand them. Much of what we know about animals and their 
natural habitats today come from people like Jane who do the intense work  
of observation. 
 

But no matter how good their work, we are always left with their interpretation 
of the species. We can’t become one of them and truly understand them. They 
are inherently different from us, no matter how much time we watch and study 
and experience their natural habitat. 
 

When we think about knowing God, we’re left with this same problem. How 
can we know someone who is fundamentally foreign to us? God is so vast and 
so incomprehensible that even if we spent our whole life observing His creation 
we would still only know a drop of His depth. Thankfully, we don’t have to rely 
on our own observations. God has chosen to reveal Himself to us through  
His Word: 
 

Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I 
am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the 
world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my 
voice.” John 18:37  

 

When Jesus was questioned before Pilate, He told us the reason He came: To 
bear witness to the truth. God has spoken to us by His Son so that we could 
know Him. We don’t have to wonder what God thinks about us because He 
has told us in His Word. We don’t have to worry about how we’ll get to heaven 
because He has revealed His plan through the Word made flesh: Jesus Christ. 
 

God has spoken so that we could know Him. There’s still a lot we won’t 
understand, but this much we can be certain of: God sent Jesus to free us from 
sin and death through His death and resurrection. Praise God! 
 

Vicar Jason Christ, Director of Attract and Middle School Ministry 

Proverbs 

Led by Rev. Dr. Charles Whited - Library 
See what a God-shaped life looks like when it gets lived out. 
Using memorable images and poetic turns of phrase, Proverbs 
describes what our everyday lives look like when we’ve put our 
spiritual lives in order. Find help for every decision, and apply 
life-giving insights to the broad range of challenges you 
experience in your life―family, friendships, injustice, desire, 
goodness, conflict, and more. 
 

Intergenerational Sunday School  

Led by Sue Steege - Lower Level 
This class is intended for people of all ages who like to learn 

together. It’s especially great for families to do together. The 

learning is experiential and fun.  

 

Until September 1 

10-11 a.m. 
Come all weeks, one week, or several! 

Friday Summer Office Hours  

8:30 a.m.—3 p.m. 

From the Ministry Council 
At our June 12 meeting, the Ministry Council appointed a 
Nominating Committee for the fall election of council members 
as follows: Marty Doster, Chairperson, Ron Opferbeck, 
Wendy Morris and Mary Ann Milak-Young. Positions to be 
filled this fall are President, Vice President and one At-Large 
member of Council. To serve as President or Vice-President, an 
individual must have previously served at least one term on the 
Ministry Council. 
 

Please contact a member of the Nominating Committee, if you 
are interested in serving on the Ministry Council or in 
recommending someone for a council position. Job descriptions 
are available upon request. Elections will take place at the 
September Voter’s Meeting. 
Jennifer Tresch, Ministry Council President 
Marty Doster (mdoster@lippes.com) 

Ark Encounter  

& Creation Museum Trip 

(August 2-3) 
Cost: under $200 per person, including hotel (double occupancy), bus, and 
tickets to the Ark Encounter and Creation Museum. You can have up to four 
people in your room; then the per person price is lower.  
 

Registration is open: sign-up today! 
Sign up at FirstTrinity.com/Ark.  

Information and sign-up also in the lobby.  

Questions? Contact Sue Steege  

(716-440-5025 talk or text OR ssteege@FirstTrinity.com). 



Calendar for June 23-30, 2019 
For calendar details, visit our website: FirstTrinity.com/calendar 

STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited Jr. 

Senior Pastor 

cwhited@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Vicar Jason Christ 

Attract/Middle School Ministry 

jchrist@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Marsha Peth 

Care Ministry 

Homebound/Hospital Visits 

mpeth@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Susan Steege 

Transformation Ministry 

ssteege@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Carl Fretthold 

Serve Ministry 

cfretthold@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Timothy Hartnett 

Ministry Operations  

thartnett@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Kathy Figini 

Office Manager 

kfigini@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Dona Trautwein 

Administrative Assistant 

dtrautwein@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Susan Brese 

Traditional Worship 

sbrese@FirstTrinity.com 
 

Debbie Ferrante 

Preschool Director 

dferrante@FirstTrinity.com 

Kid’s Jeans Wanted! 
If your kids have outgrown their jeans, please donate them to 
Harvest House for children in need. First Trinity families have 
given over 500 pairs of kid’s jeans. They are always thrilled 
when we bring a new batch! There is a bin in the Main 
Hallway marked “Jeans for Children”. Thank you! 

MINISTRY COUNCIL 

Jennifer Tresch, Pam Jones, 

Sophie Myers, Marlene Carr, 

John Faller, David Fabian,  

Jeff Weber 

Saturday Night Light Concert Series 
Saturday, July 6 at 7-9:30 p.m.  
All are Welcome at First Trinity Lutheran Church   

Free Christian Music & Snacks.   Contact John Angelucci  
(716-946-9804, 2ndchancesmusic@gmail.com) 

Sunday 6/23 

 8:45 a.m. Traditional Worship 

 10 a.m. Summer Education Hour 

11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Monday 6/24 

 10 a.m. Morning Glory Bible Study  

 7 p.m. Lifetree Cafe 

Tuesday  6/25—Polling Site 

12:30 p.m. Staff Prayer Time 

 6:30 p.m. Tuesday Night Prayer 

 7 p.m. Band Rehearsal 

Wednesday 6/26  

 9:30 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting  

 10 a.m. Executive Ministry Team 

12:30 p.m. Lunch with the Staff 

 6 p.m. Mandarin Bible Study 

Wednesday 6/26  continued 

 6 p.m. VBS Song Leader Rehearsal 

 7:30 p.m. Volleyball 

Thursday 6/27 

Friday   6/28 

 3 p.m. Office Closes 

Saturday 6/29 

 8 a.m. Youth BBall Clinic 

 9 a.m. Men’s Basketball 

 10 a.m. VBS Song Leader Rehearsal 

 5:30 p.m. Traditional Worship 

Sunday 6/30 

 8:45 a.m. Traditional Worship 

 10 a.m. Summer Education Hour 

11:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

Mandarin Chinese Bible Study 
Wednesdays   6-8:30 p.m. 
Do you wish you could reach out to your Chinese friends or co-
workers? First Trinity is hosting a Chinese language Bible study 
and worship meeting on Wednesday nights. Consider inviting a 
Chinese friend to come. 
Janine Chapman  
(barthandjanine@gmail.com, 716-817-3651) 

Give Thanks to God For Loved Ones 
All Saints Service in November 2019 
If you have a loved one who has passed away since January 2018 
and you would like them remembered at our next All Saints 
Service on November 2/3, please email a photo (or give us one 
to scan) with name and date of death to:  
Kathy Figini (kfigini@FirstTrinity.com). 

SCRIP Gift Cards Sold in Main Office  
SCRIP gift cards are sold between worship 
services each Sunday. Each gift card you 
purchase helps support Youth and Young 
Adult Mission Trips. Thank you for your continued support! 

Horizon Health Services 
Tuesday, July 9 at 6:30 - 8 p.m.  

Horizon Parent & Family Support Group 

Understanding Substance Abuse & Addiction 
Meets at First Trinity the second Tuesday of each month. 

For more information: Colleen Babcock (716-907-2585) 

Upcoming Sermon 
June 29/30 How to Hear God 2 Timothy 3:16-17, John 1:1-5 
 

Listen to past sermons at FirstTrinity.com/Listen 

Registration is Open at FirstTrinity.com 

Sorry—the Nursery & Preschool are now closed! 
Participants: Kindergarten thru Grade 5 in June. 
Volunteers: Completes Grade 6 in June to Adult. 
 

God is so Good! So is this Faith Family! 
Thank you to all those who donated items for  
VBS! They are so appreciated. So grateful for  
your generosity as we head into final  
preparations to teach about God’s  
goodness in July. 

 

Tracy Bramwell, VBS Director  
(716-698-9608, tracybramwell@gmail.com) 

OPUS Picnic (Older People Up to Something) 
Wednesday, August 21 At Noon 

Mayor’s Park 987 Sweeney St, N Tonawanda 14120  
 

Hosted by the Kinsella Life Group! 
Food & drinks provided. 
Bring a dish to pass (optional). 
Sign-up sheet in Lobby! 

Portals of Prayer—Daily Devotions 
Portals of Prayer is great for personal devotions featuring a 
Bible reading, meditation, and prayer in an easy-to-read format. 
It can be picked up near the Welcome Center. If you know 
someone who would be blessed by a copy, please take an extra 
one to share. 

Thanks From the Zimberg Family! 
The family of Susan Zimberg wishes to offer our sincere thanks 
to our dear First Trinity family for all your thoughts, prayers, 
posts on Facebook, texts, cards, hugs, meals, and support that 
was showered on us. 
 

It has been a great comfort to us all. A special thank you for 
being able to hold the visitation in the narthex. It meant a lot to 
us...you have all been amazing witnesses to our extended family 

Kairos Thank Yous! 
Thanks for your help for the weekend, K-64. Your prayers, 
notes, placemats, and 33 packages of cookies helped to make 
this a successful weekend. Nineteen inmate participants made 
the weekend. Brian & Ron worked on the inside team of 24 
volunteers. It is a blessing to watch what God does with each 
inmate, from reluctance to expressing themselves about Jesus. 

The Sowers Ministry 
The Sowers Ministry will be conducting a special three-day 
summer camp for approximately 400 boys and girls from 
various regions in Nepal and Tibet. Children will learn about 
God, character development; understanding the importance of 
safety (against strangers and traffickers), health, hygiene, 
sanitation and much more. Children will also be given much 
needed food and vitamins, as many live in poverty and are 
malnourished. Many will travel 15-18 hours to attend. 
 

The total cost to send and sign up a child is only $15 for this 
three-day camp, including breakfast, lunch, and dinner as well as 
transportation and lodging! 
 

To sponsor a child for camp or make a donation, make your 
check out to First Trinity with “The Sowers Ministry” in the 
memo line.  You may also give online sowers.org/donate. 

Rescheduled Due to Weather!!! 

Picnic Sponsored by SIS and PINKS 
Open to All First Trinity Families  

Thursday, June 27 at 6 p.m. 

Beaver Island State Park  
 

Bring your food and drink and a dish to share. Follow signs for 
“Marina” once you are in the park. There is a $6 admission 
charge to enter the park before 6 p.m. After 6 p.m. there is no 
charge. We’ll have a hot grill for you to use. We will be near the 
kayak launches, so bring your kayak if you have one. For nature 
lovers, this inlet has an osprey nest, herons and other beautiful 
birds and turtles. Bring a lawn chair also! 

Contact Carolyn Doster for more info - (716 472-2801) 


