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Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Sunday, March 29, 2020  8:45 a.m. 
 

Prelude  
 

Announcements Vicar Jason Christ, Director of Attract & Middle School Ministries 
 

Welcome Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr. 
 

Preparing for Worship 
Leader We come as people called by God’s name to worship in His name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution (Have a bowl of water available)  
Leader I will go to the altar of God, 
People To God my exceeding joy. Psalm 43:4 
 

Leader Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People Who made heaven and earth. Psalm 124:8 
 

Leader God tells us in His Word “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
1 John 1:8-9  Romans 3:23 tells us that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 

 (silence for reflection) 
 

Opening Hymn My Song Is Love Unknown LSB Hymnal 430 

1 My song is love unknown, 
    My Savior’s love to me, 
Love to the loveless shown 
    That they might lovely be. 
Oh, who am I 
    That for my sake 
    My Lord should take 
Frail flesh and die? 

 

2 He came from His blest throne 
    Salvation to bestow; 
But men made strange, and none 
    The longed-for Christ would 
know. 
But, oh, my friend, 
    My friend indeed, 
    Who at my need 
His life did spend! 

 

3 Sometimes they strew His way 
    And His sweet praises sing; 
Resounding all the day 
    Hosannas to their King. 
Then “Crucify!” 
    Is all their breath, 
    And for His death 
They thirst and cry. 

 

4 Why, what hath my Lord done? 
    What makes this rage and spite? 
He made the lame to run, 
    He gave the blind their sight. 
Sweet injuries! 
    Yet they at these 
    Themselves displease 
And ’gainst Him rise. 

 
5 They rise and needs will have 

    My dear Lord made away; 
A murderer they save, 
    The Prince of Life they slay. 
Yet cheerful He 
    To suff’ring goes 
    That He His foes 
From thence might free. 

 

6 In life no house, no home 
    My Lord on earth might have; 
In death no friendly tomb 
    But what a stranger gave. 
What may I say? 
    Heav’n was His home 
    But mine the tomb 
Wherein He lay. 

 

7 Here might I stay and sing, 
    No story so divine! 
Never was love, dear King, 
    Never was grief like Thine. 
This is my friend, 
    In whose sweet praise 
    I all my days 
Could gladly spend! 
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Scripture Reading    
Reader God speaks to us through the New Testament: Colossians 1:3–12 
 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, since we heard of your 

faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, because of the hope laid up for you in 
heaven. Of this you have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel, which has come to you, as 
indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and growing—as it also does among you, since the day you 
heard it and understood the grace of God in truth, just as you learned it from Epaphras our beloved 
fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf and has made known to us your love in 
the Spirit. And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be 
filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a manner 
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God. May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all 
endurance and patience with joy, giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the 
inheritance of the saints in light. 

Reader O Lord, have mercy on us. 
People Thanks be to God.     
 

Reader God speaks to us through the Gospel: John 10:24–30 
People Glory to You, O Lord. 
Reader So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the 

Christ, tell us plainly.” Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in 
my Father’s name bear witness about me, but you do not believe because you are not part of my flock. 
My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will 
never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is 
greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.” 

Reader O Lord, have mercy on us. 
People Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation.      
 

(8:45) Children’s Message Sue Steege, Director of Transformation Ministries 
 

Message Hymn Thine Forever, God of Love Hymnal 687 

1 Thine forever, God of love! 
Hear us from Thy throne above; 
Thine forever may we be 
Here and in eternity! 

 

2 Thine forever! Oh, how blest 
They who find in Thee their rest! 
Savior, guardian, heav’nly friend, 
O defend us to the end! 

 

3 Thine forever, Lord of Life! 
Shield us through our earthly strife. 
Thou, the life, the truth, the way, 
Guide us to the realms of day. 

4 Thine forever! Shepherd, keep 
These Thy frail and trembling sheep; 
Safe alone beneath Thy care, 
Let us all Thy goodness share. 

 

5 Thine forever! Thou our guide, 
All our wants by Thee supplied, 
All our sins by Thee forgiv’n; 
Lead us, Lord, from earth to heav’n. 

Message Corona Response Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr. 
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Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed with Explanation  
 

 

Leader What is the Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed? 
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Leader What does this mean? 
People I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to 

Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified 
and kept me in the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the 
whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this 
Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last 
Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. This 
is most certainly true.  

 

Prayers of God’s People  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

People Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Offering and Personal Prayer  
Give at FTGives.com or text "Give" to 716-710-8800. Cash and checks may be placed in the offering plates.  
Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings Hymnal 782 

1 Gracious God, You send great blessings 
    New each morning all our days. 
For Your mercies never ending, 
    For Your love we offer praise.  

 

Refrain 

 Lord, we pray that we, Your people 
    Who Your gifts unnumbered claim, 
Through the sharing of Your blessings 
    May bring glory to Your name. 

 

2 By Your Word You formed creation 
    Filled with creatures large and small; 
As we tend that endless treasure 
    May our care encircle all. Refrain 

3 In His earthly life, our Savior 
    Knew the care of faithful friends; 
May our deeds of dedication 
    Offer love that never ends.  Refrain 

 

4 Heav’nly Father, may our caring 
    Bear the imprint of Your grace; 
With the Son and Holy Spirit, 
    Praise be Yours in ev’ry place! Refrain 
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Closing Hymn Abide, O Dearest Jesus Hymnal 919, verses 1-2, and 5-6 

1 Abide, O dearest Jesus, 
    Among us with Your grace 
That Satan may not harm us 
    Nor we to sin give place. 

 

2 Abide, O dear Redeemer, 
    Among us with Your Word, 
And thus now and hereafter 
    True peace and joy afford. 

 

5 Abide with Your protection 
    Among us, Lord, our strength, 
Lest world and Satan fell us 
    And overcome at length. 

 

6 Abide, O faithful Savior, 
    Among us with Your love; 
Grant steadfastness and help us 
    To reach our home above. 

Blessing 
 

Silent Prayer 
 

Postlude 
 

Unless noted otherwise, scripture passage came from the English Standard Version. 
Lutheran Service Builder HymnLicense.net # 10004192. 
 

Special thanks to our Cantor, Sue Garvey. 


