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August 23, 2020    11:15 a.m. 
 

Gathering Song 
 

Announcements Vicar Jason Christ, Director of Attract & Middle School Ministries 
 

Welcome Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr. 
 

Preparing for Worship (Stand) 

Leader  We gather in the triune name of the God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People Amen. 
 

Opening Songs  

Our God 

Verse 1 

Water You turned into wine 
Opened the eyes of the blind 
There's no one like you 
None like you 
 

Verse 2 

Into the darkness You shine 
Out of the ashes we rise 
There's No one like you 
None like you 
 

Chorus 

Our God is greater, our God is stronger 
God You are higher than any other 
Our God is Healer, awesome in power 
Our God, Our God 
 

Verse 2 

Into the darkness you shin 
Out of the ashes we Rise 
No one like you 
None like you 

Chorus 

Our God is greater, our God is stronger 
God You are higher than any other 
Our God is Healer, awesome in power 
Our God, Our God  Repeat 
 

Bridge 
And if Our God is for us, then who could ever stop us? 
And if our God is with us, then what can stand against? 
And if Our God is for us, then who could ever stop us? 
And if our God is with us, then what can stand against? 
Then what can stand against? 
 

Chorus 

Our God is greater, our God is stronger 
God You are higher than any other 
Our God is Healer, awesome in power 
Our God, Our God  Repeat 
By Chris Tomlin,  Jesse Reeves,  Jonas Myrin, Matt Redman 
Our God lyrics © Capitol Christian Music Group All rights reserved. CCLI License # 33474.
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Even Me 
He knows my thoughts 
The things that no one sees 
He knows my heart 
It's every broken piece 
Somehow still I'm held by this one thing 
And somehow still I'm held by this one thing 
 

Yes, Jesus loves me 
Even me, even me 
I stand forgiven and free 
Even me, even me 
 

He knows my past 
The choices I have made 
When I have wandered 
When I pushed away 
Somehow still I'm held by this one thing 
Somehow still I'm held by this one thing 

 

Yes, Jesus loves me 
Even me, even me 
I stand forgiven and free 
Even me, even me 
Even me, yes even me 

Nothing could ever stop this love 
Nothing could ever take it away 
My life was lost, His life He gave 
Even to the grave, even to the grave 
Even to the grave 
 

Yes, Jesus loves me 
Even me, even me 
I stand forgiven and free 
Even me, he loves even me 
 

Yes, Jesus loves me 
Even me, even me 
I stand forgiven and free 
Even me, he loves even me 
Even me, he loves even me 
Even me, even me 
By Jason Ingram / Jonathan Lindley Smith / Adam Palmer / Matthew Hein / Stephanie Kulla 
Even Me lyrics © Sony/ATV Tree Publishing, Sony/ATV Timber Publishing, Open Hands 
Music, I Am They Publishing, Not Just Another Song Publishing, So Essential Tunes, Be 
Essential Songs) For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. CCLI 
License # 334744. 

Leader “The people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, so the LORD gave them into the 
hand of the Philistines for forty years.” Judges 13:1 God promised a son to Manoah and his wife who 
would free God’s people from the yoke of the Philistines.  

People And the woman bore a son and called his name Samson. And the young man grew, and the 
LORD blessed him. Judges 13:24  

 

Leader God was with Samson, blessing him with great strength. He defeated the Philistines in battle many times. 
After one battle, Samson laid with Delilah, who sought to deceive Samson and turn him over to the 
Philistines. She said: 

People “Please tell me where your great strength lies, and how you might be bound, that one could 
subdue you.” Judges 16:6 

 

Leader Three times she asked the secret of Samson’s strength and three times he lied to her. When she asked a 
fourth time, Samson said: 

People “A razor has never come upon my head, for I have been a Nazirite to God from my mother’s 
womb. If my head is shaved, then my strength will leave me, and I shall become weak and be like 
any other man.” Judges 16:17  

 

Leader So Delilah had his hair cut while he slept and turned him over to the Philistines. “Samson did not know 
that the LORD had left him. And the Philistines seized him and gouged out his eyes and brought him 
down to Gaza and bound him with bronze shackles. And he ground at the mill in the prison. But the hair 
of his head began to grow again after it had been shaved.” Judges 16:20-22 While imprisoned, Samson 
called to the LORD: 

People “O Lord GOD, please remember me and please strengthen me only this once, O God, that I may 
be avenged on the Philistines for my two eyes.” Judges 16:28 
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Confession 

Leader Like Samson, we have many flaws and failings. We are unfaithful at times. We lie. We have not paid 
attention to the leading of God’s Spirit. But God is good and faithful even when we are not. So let us 
come to Him and confess our sins: 

People Good and faithful Father, we humbly ask for Your forgiveness. We have sinned too often to count. 
We have not done what You’ve asked of us. We have done what You’ve told us not to do. We are 
sorry. For the sake of Jesus, please forgive us. (silence for reflection) 

 

Absolution 

Leader God has dealt kindly with us. He made Jesus who knew no sin to be sin for us. By His death on the cross, 
He has paid the debt we owed. By His resurrection, He has brought us new life in Him. Our sins are 
indeed forgiven and He gives us His Spirit, who gives us the strength to live as His people in the world.   

People Amen. 
 

Scripture Readings (Sit) 

Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Judges 16:4–20 
 After this he loved a woman in the Valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah. And the lords of the 

Philistines came up to her and said to her, “Seduce him, and see where his great strength lies, and by what 
means we may overpower him, that we may bind him to humble him. And we will each give you 1,100 
pieces of silver.” So Delilah said to Samson, “Please tell me where your great strength lies, and how you 
might be bound, that one could subdue you.” Samson said to her, “If they bind me with seven fresh 
bowstrings that have not been dried, then I shall become weak and be like any other man.” Then the lords 
of the Philistines brought up to her seven fresh bowstrings that had not been dried, and she bound him 
with them. Now she had men lying in ambush in an inner chamber. And she said to him, “The Philistines 
are upon you, Samson!” But he snapped the bowstrings, as a thread of flax snaps when it touches the fire. 
So the secret of his strength was not known. Then Delilah said to Samson, “Behold, you have mocked me 
and told me lies. Please tell me how you might be bound.” And he said to her, “If they bind me with new 
ropes that have not been used, then I shall become weak and be like any other man.” So Delilah took new 
ropes and bound him with them and said to him, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” And the men 
lying in ambush were in an inner chamber. But he snapped the ropes off his arms like a thread. Then 
Delilah said to Samson, “Until now you have mocked me and told me lies. Tell me how you might be 
bound.” And he said to her, “If you weave the seven locks of my head with the web and fasten it tight 
with the pin, then I shall become weak and be like any other man.” So while he slept, Delilah took the 
seven locks of his head and wove them into the web. And she made them tight with the pin and said to 
him, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” But he awoke from his sleep and pulled away the pin, the 
loom, and the web. And she said to him, “How can you say, ‘I love you,’ when your heart is not with me? 
You have mocked me these three times, and you have not told me where your great strength lies.” And 
when she pressed him hard with her words day after day, and urged him, his soul was vexed to death. And 
he told her all his heart, and said to her, “A razor has never come upon my head, for I have been a 
Nazirite to God from my mother’s womb. If my head is shaved, then my strength will leave me, and I 
shall become weak and be like any other man.” When Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she 
sent and called the lords of the Philistines, saying, “Come up again, for he has told me all his heart.” Then 
the lords of the Philistines came up to her and brought the money in their hands. She made him sleep on 
her knees. And she called a man and had him shave off the seven locks of his head. Then she began to 
torment him, and his strength left him. And she said, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” And he 
awoke from his sleep and said, “I will go out as at other times and shake myself free.” But he did not 
know that the LORD had left him. 

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Reader God speaks to us through the New Testament: Hebrews 11:32–40 
 And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David 

and Samuel and the prophets—who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained 
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were 
made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received back 
their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to 
a better life. Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, 
they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, 
destitute, afflicted, mistreated—of whom the world was not worthy—wandering about in deserts and 
mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, though commended through their faith, did 
not receive what was promised, since God had provided something better for us, that apart from us they 
should not be made perfect. 

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Reader God speaks to us through the Gospel: Matthew 5:38–45 
 [Jesus said:] “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you, 

Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. 
And if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. And if anyone forces 
you to go one mile, go with him two miles. Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the one 
who would borrow from you. “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may 
be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends 
rain on the just and on the unjust. 

Reader This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Children’s Message Sue Steege, Director Transformation Ministries 
 

Message Samson  Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr. 
 

  

Baptism 

Through baptism, Daisy Louise Williams daughter of Heather and Eric Williams, will be received into the 
Kingdom of God. Her sponsors are: Sarah Hestka and Michelle Williams. 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 
Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Congregational Response 

We welcome you into the Lord’s family.  We receive you as a fellow member of the Body of Christ, a child of the same 
heavenly Father, to work with us in His kingdom. 
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Offering Give at FTGives.com or text "Give" to 716-710-8800.  

And I Love You 
Verse 1 

You reached out Your hand 
And called us to listen 
You stretched out Your arms 
And showed us what love was 
 

Chorus 

You are the Way, the Truth and the Life 
You are the final sacrifice 
You are the Lord my God most high 
And I love You, O Lord. 
 

Verse 2 

I reach out my hand 
Please teach me to listen 
I stretch out my arms 
Fill me with Your vision   Chorus 
By Eric Fesmire, used by permission of the author. 
 

Prayers of God’s People and The Lord’s Prayer (Stand or sit as you feel comfortable) 

People Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on Earth 
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and 
the glory are Yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Closing Song (Stand)   

Lord Reign In Me 
Verse 1 

Over all the earth You reign on high 
Every mountain stream every sunset sky 
But my one request Lord my only aim 
Is that You'd reign in me again 
 

Chorus  

Lord reign in me reign in Your pow'r 
Over all my dreams in my darkest hour 
You are the Lord of all I am 
So won't You reign in me again 

 
Verse 2 

Over every thought over every word 
May my life reflect the beauty of my Lord 
‘Cause You mean more to me 
Than any earthly thing 
So won't You reign in me again 
By Brenton Brown © 1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire) (Vineyard Music UK)   
For use solely with the SongSelect. Terms of Use. CCLI Song # 2490706 
All rights reserved. CCLI License # 334744.

Blessing 
 

Sending Music  
 

Unless noted otherwise, scripture passage came from the English Standard Version. 
 

Altar Flowers presented to the Glory of God  
In Loving Memory of Cynthia Innes Olson 
By Fern Innes 


