Saturday, September 5, 2020 5:30 p.m.
Sunday, September 6, 2020 8:45 a.m.
Prelude
Announcements Vicar Jason Christ, Director of Attract & Middle School Ministries
Welcome Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr.
(Stand)

(5:30) Opening Hymn Word of God, Come Down on Earth LSB Hymnal 545, verses 1, 3, and 4

© James Quinn; admin. Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012798.
Public domain

(Stand)

(8:45) Opening Hymn Listen, God Is Calling LSB Hymnal 833

© Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012798.
Public domain
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Invocation
Leader In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People Amen.

Confession and Absolution
Leader If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 1 John 1:8
People But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9
Leader

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a
sinner.
People Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
(silence for reflection)
Leader

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all
our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and
bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. John 1:12, Philippians 1:6
People Amen.
Leader In peace let us pray to the Lord.
People Lord, have mercy.
Leader For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
People Lord, have mercy.
Leader

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us
pray to the Lord.
People Lord, have mercy.
Leader For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
People Lord, have mercy.
Leader Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
People Amen.
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Hymn of Praise This is the Feast

Public domain

Scripture Readings (Sit)
Reader

God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Esther 4:11-14
“All the king’s servants and the people of the king’s provinces know that if any man or woman goes to
the king inside the inner court without being called, there is but one law—to be put to death, except the
one to whom the king holds out the golden scepter so that he may live. But as for me, I have not been
called to come in to the king these thirty days.” And they told Mordecai what Esther had said. Then
Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, “Do not think to yourself that in the king’s palace you will escape
any more than all the other Jews. For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the
Jews from another place, but you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows whether you have
not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”

Reader

God speaks to us through the New Testament: Galatians 4:1-4
I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the owner of
everything, but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. In the same way we
also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. But when the
fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law.

Reader

God speaks to us through the Gospel: Mark 1:14-20
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, “The
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” Passing alongside
the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they
were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” And
immediately they left their nets and followed him. And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of
Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. And immediately he called them,
and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him.

(8:45) Children’s Message Sue Steege, Director of Transformation Ministries
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(Stand)

Message Hymn Jesus, Lead Thou On Hymnal 718

Public domain

(Sit)

Message Esther Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr.
The Nicene Creed (Stand)
People I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and
invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for
us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again
with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of
sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. (Sit)
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Offering (Choir Anthem)
Give at FTGives.com or text “Give” to 716-710-8800.
(Please take this time to silently reflect on the words.)
As rebels, Lord, who foolishly have wandered
Far from Your love—unfed, unclean, unclothed—
Dare we recall Your wealth so rashly squandered,
Dare hope to glean that bounty which we loathed?
Still we return, our contrite words rehearsing,
Speech, that within Your warm embrace soon dies;
All of our guilt, our shame, our pain reversing
As tears of joy and welcome fill Your eyes.
A feast of love for us You are preparing;
We who were lost, You give an honored place!
“Come, eat; come, drink, and be no more despairing—
Here taste again the treasures of My grace.”
Welcome home.

Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004192

Prayers of God’s People
The Lord’s Prayer (Stand)
People Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Preparation for Lord’s Supper
Leader The Lord be with you
People And also with you.
Leader Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Leader Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
People It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Leader

On the night when He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, He gave thanks, broke it, and gave
it to His disciples, saying, “Take; eat; this is My Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
Me.” In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of
you; this is My blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People And also with you.
We welcome to the Lord’s Table baptized believers who confess their sins, affirm their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and who accept that Christ’s body and blood are
truly present in Holy Communion, given for the forgiveness of sins.

The Invitation and Agnus Dei

(music found on page 163)

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. (Sit)
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Song During Lord’s Supper
(For those sitting in the sanctuary, please take this time to silently reflect on the words.
For those at home, please feel free to sing along or reflect silently.)
O Lord, We Praise Thee Hymnal 617

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012798.
Public domain

Blessing
Silent Prayer
Postlude
Unless noted otherwise, scripture passage came from the English Standard Version.
Lutheran Service Builder HymnLicense.net # 10004192.

Special thanks to our guest organist Susan Brese during Saturday service and cantor Lindsay Gugliuzza.
Altar Flowers
Presented to the Glory of God
for George and Hattie Kolb by Deloris Makey.
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