
First Sunday in Advent 

Sunday, November 29, 2020    11:15 a.m. 
 

Gathering Song 
 

Announcements Vicar Jason Christ, Director of Attract & Middle School Ministries 
 

Welcome Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr. 
 

Preparing for Worship  

Leader  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 2 Corinthians 13:14 

People Amen. 
 

Leader In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. John 1:1 
People He was with God in the beginning. John 1:2 
 

Leader Through Him all things were made. 
People Without Him nothing was made that has been made. John 1:3 
 

Leader In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 
People The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it. John 1:5 
 

Leader The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 
People We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only. John 1:14a 
 

Leader Who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
People From His fullness we have all received grace upon grace. John 1:14b, 16 
 

Leader The Law was given through Moses. 
People Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ! John 1:17 
 

Confession and Absolution 

Leader  The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it. While we rejoice in having the light 
of life, we also recognize that we walk in a dark world filled with sin. We see the effects all around us. Not 
only do we see the effects of sin, but we also sin and magnify the darkness instead of the light. So let us 
come before our God, that we might receive grace upon grace. 

People Father God, we are sorry for walking in darkness. We see everything going on in our world and 
we lose hope. We sin and cause others to lose hope also. We are powerless to change. We cannot 
make things right. But You can. Shine Your light into our lives. O Lord, our hope is in You. 
Forgive our sins the sake of Jesus, our King who comes to save us. (silence for reflection) 

 

Leader Christ has come. He is the light of the world. He has shone in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome Him. He has come to forgive our sins, and so He has. In Him, all our sins are forgiven. He has 
also come to bring hope to our dark world. Even as we prepare to celebrate His birth, we wait with 
expectant hope for His second coming one day, to bring us to be with Him in heaven for all eternity. 
Rejoice, our light has come!
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The first advent candle is lit, signifying the hope we have in Christ. 

Opening Songs  

O Come All Ye Faithful 
Verse 1 

O come all ye faithful 
Joyful and triumphant 
O come ye O come ye to Bethlehem 
Come and behold Him 
Born the King of angels 
 

Chorus  

O come let us adore Him 
O come let us adore Him 
O come let us adore Him 
Christ the Lord 
 

Verse 2 

Sing choirs of angels 
Sing in exultation 
O sing all ye bright 
Hosts of heav'n above 
Glory to God all 
Glory in the highest 

Verse 3 

Yea Lord we greet Thee 
Born this happy morning 
Jesus to Thee be all glory giv'n 
Word of the Father 
Now in flesh appearing 
By C. Frederick Oakeley | John Francis Wade © Words: Public Domain Music: Public 
Domain For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. CCLI License 
# 334744.

O Little Town of Bethlehem 
Verse 1 
O little town of Bethlehem 
How still we see thee lie 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight 

 

Verse 3 
How silently how silently 
The wondrous gift is given 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heaven 
No ear may hear His coming 
But in this world of sin 
Where meek souls will receive Him still 
The dear Christ enters in 
 

Verse 4 
O holy child of Bethlehem! 
Descend to us we pray; 
Cast out our sin and enter in; 
Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel. 
By Lewis Henry Redner, Phillips Brooks 
Public Domain 

.
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Scripture Readings  

Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Genesis 1:1-5 
 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and 

darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 
And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light was good. And God 
separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Reader God speaks to us through the New Testament: Hebrews 1:1-3 
 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last 

days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he 
created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high 

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Reader God speaks to us through the Gospel: John 1:1-5 
 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 

beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that 
was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. 

Reader This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 
 

Children’s Message Sue Steege, Director of Transformation Ministries 
 

Message You Have My Word!  Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 
Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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Offering Give at FTGives.com or text “Give” to 716-710-8800. 
 

Mary Did You Know? 
Verse 1 

Mary did you know 
That your baby boy 
Would one day walk on water 
Mary did you know 
That your baby boy 
Would save our sons and daughters 
Did you know 
That your baby boy 
Has come to make you new 
This Child that you delivered 
Will soon deliver you 
 

Verse 2 

Mary did you know 
That your baby boy 
Would give sight to the blind man 
Mary did you know 
That your baby boy 
Would calm a storm with His hand 
Did you know 
That your baby boy 
Has walked where angels trod 
And when you kiss your little baby 
You've kissed the face of God 
Oh Mary did you know 

Bridge 

The blind will see 
The deaf will hear 
The dead will live again 
The lame will leap 
The dumb will speak 
The praises of the Lamb 
 

Verse 3 

Oh Mary did you know 
That your baby boy 
Is Lord of all creation 
Mary did you know 
That your baby boy 
Will one day rule the nations 
Did you know 
That your baby boy 
Is heaven's perfect Lamb 
And the sleeping Child you're holding 
Is the great I Am 
By Buddy Greene | Mark Lowry © 1991, 1993 Word Music, LLC (a div. of Word 
Music Group, Inc.) Rufus Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely with 
the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. CCLI License # 334744.

Prayers of God’s People  
Leader Heavenly Father, hear us as we praise You for the beauty and power of Your Word. “Not one word of 
 all the good promises that the Lord made has failed.” Joshua 21:45 

People Your Word is trustworthy and true.  
 

Leader “Grass withers and the flower fades, but the Word of our God stands forever.” Isaiah 40:8 
People Your Word endures forevermore.  
 

Leader “My Word will not return to me empty.” Isaiah 55:11 
People Your Word works, always doing what it says.  
 

Leader “Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” Psalm 119:105 
People Your Word shines in the darkness.  
 

Leader And the darkness will never overcome it! And now Father, we silently bring whatever prayers are on our 
hearts and minds to you, trusting in Your kindness and grace.  (silence for personal prayer) 

 

Leader Heavenly Father, we will slow down and take a deep breath. There is no need to panic.  
People All things are working for our good and Your glory.  
 

Leader We know because we have your Word!  
People And His name is Jesus!  
 

Leader In His name we pray.  
People Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer  

People Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on Earth 
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are Yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Closing Song   

My Lighthouse 
Verse 1 

In my wrestling and in my doubts 
In my failures You won't walk out 
Your great love will lead me through 
You are the peace in my troubled sea whoa oh 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
 

Verse 2 

In the silence You won't let go   
In the questions Your truth will hold 
Your great love will lead me through 
You are the peace in my troubled sea whoa oh 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
 

Chorus  

My Lighthouse my Lighthouse 
Shining in the darkness 
I will follow You oh 
My Lighthouse my Lighthouse 
I will trust the promise 
You will carry me safe to shore 
Safe to shore safe to shore safe to shore 

Verse 3 

I won't fear what tomorrow brings 
With each morning I'll rise and sing 
My God's love will lead me through 
You are the peace in my troubled sea whoa oh 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
 

Bridge 

Fire before us 
You're the brightest 
You will lead us 
Through the storms (hey)   
By Rend Collective © 2013 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use 
solely with the SongSelect. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. CCLI License # 334744. 

Blessing 
 

Sending Music  
 

Unless noted otherwise, scripture passage came from the English Standard Version. 
 

Altar Flowers presented to the Glory of God in thankfulness of Darlene Helming’s birthday 
by the Vance family. 


