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Thanksgiving Day 

Thursday, November 26, 2020  10 a.m. 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr. 
 

Invocation   
 

Leader We come with thanksgiving to the source of all good things: our Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.  

People Amen. 
 

Leader May God be gracious to us and bless us and make His face to shine upon us,  
People That Your way may be known on earth, Your saving power among all nations. Psalm 67:1-2  
 

Leader Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You!  
People Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for You judge the peoples with equity and guide the 

nations upon earth. Psalm 67:3-4  
 

Leader Let the peoples praise You, O God; let all the peoples praise You! The earth has yielded its increase; 
God, our God, shall bless us.  

People God shall bless us; let all the ends of the earth fear Him! Psalm 67:5-7         
 

Opening Hymn  

Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing   Hymnal 528, verses 1-4 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Confession and Absolution   
 

Leader What is the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed? 
People I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

Leader What does this mean? 
People I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, 

ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. 
 

 

Leader He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, 
and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. 

People He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only 
out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it 
is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 

 

Leader Brothers and sisters in Christ: Our gracious Creator has provided all good things to us. He knit us 
together in our mother’s womb. He provides rain and sun to grow crops. He works through doctors and 
nurses to care for sick and aging bodies. He blesses us with family and friends. He grants safety and 
security. We do not deserve these blessings, yet because of His great love for us He continues to give. We 
have not always thanked and praised Him, however. Too often we have served and obeyed our own 
desires rather than His good and gracious will. Joel tells us: “Rend your hearts and not your garments. 
Return to the LORD your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 
love; and He relents over disaster.” Joel 2:13 So let us return to Him, confessing our sin, and asking for His 
forgiveness: 

People You have given us every reason to live with intentional thankfulness to You. Yet we confess that 
we have not given thanks with our hearts, our minds, or our voices. We have failed to recognize 
the great things You have done through countless gifts of love. For the sake of Your Son Jesus 
Christ, forgive our sin and grant us thankful hearts.    (Silence for reflection) 

 

Leader Beloved, there is good news! Our heavenly Father loves us so much that He sent His Son Jesus to pay 
with His life for all the wrong we’ve done. Where we have failed, God has triumphed. Our sin is forgiven 
and we are assured of eternal life with our loving Father. Praise God for His wonderful love. 

People Amen!   
 

Hymn of Thanks Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing   Hymnal 528, verses 6-7     

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Scripture Readings 
Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Deuteronomy 8:1–10 

“The whole commandment that I command you today you shall be careful to do, that you may live and 
multiply, and go in and possess the land that the LORD swore to give to your fathers. And you shall 
remember the whole way that the LORD your God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, that 
he might humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep his 
commandments or not. And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you 
did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he might make you know that man does not live by 
bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. Your clothing did 
not wear out on you and your foot did not swell these forty years. Know then in your heart that, as a 
man disciplines his son, the LORD your God disciplines you. So you shall keep the commandments of 
the LORD your God by walking in his ways and by fearing him. For the LORD your God is bringing 
you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing out in the valleys and 
hills, a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and 
honey, a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a land whose 
stones are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig copper. And you shall eat and be full, and you shall 
bless the LORD your God for the good land he has given you.” 

 

Reader God speaks to us through the New Testament: Colossians 1:1–10 
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, To the saints and faithful 
brothers in Christ at Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father. We always thank God, 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus 
and of the love that you have for all the saints, because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this 
you have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel, which has come to you, as indeed in the 
whole world it is bearing fruit and growing—as it also does among you, since the day you heard it and 
understood the grace of God in truth, just as you learned it from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant. 
He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf and has made known to us your love in the Spirit. 
And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with 
the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy 
of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of 
God. 

 

Reader God speaks to us through the Gospel: Luke 17:11–19  
 On the way to Jerusalem [Jesus] was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. And as he entered a 

village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance and lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, 
Master, have mercy on us.” When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the 
priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, 
turned back, praising God with a loud voice; and he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks. 
Now he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? Was no 
one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” And he said to him, “Rise and go 
your way; your faith has made you well.” 

 

Children’s Message  Sue Steege, Director of Transformation Ministries 
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We Give Thanks For (and with) Our Children (Please stand for Responsive Reading) 
(These are some of the things our First Trinity Preschool kids are thankful for)  
 

Leader For Mommy and Daddy and water, 
People We give You thanks, O God. 
 

Leader For racetracks, cars and construction trucks, 
People We give You thanks, O God. 
 

Leader For rainbows and fluffy pillows, 
People We give You thanks, O God. 
 

Leader For brothers and sisters and grandparents, 
People We give You thanks, O God. 
 
Leader For lollypops and fishing with daddy, 
People We give You thanks, O God. 
 

Leader For cubbies and classmates. 
People We give You thanks, O God. 
 

Leader For Jesus and wind and water and the entire world, 
People We give You thanks, O God. 
 

Message Hymn Now Thank We All Our God   Hymnal 895 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Message A Covid Thanksgiving Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr. 
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Apostles’ Creed     
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, His only 
Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He 
rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.   

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

Leader Almighty God, Your mercies are new every morning and You graciously provide for all our needs of body 
and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may acknowledge Your goodness, give thanks for Your 
benefits, and serve You in willing obedience all our days; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People Amen! 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. (Sit) 

 

Offering Give at FTGives.com or text “Give” to 716-710-8800. 

Give Thanks Anna Laura Page  Bell Choir Anthem    
 

Closing Hymn Praise to the Lord, the Almighty Hymnal 790 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Blessing 
 

Silent Prayer and Postlude 
 

Unless noted otherwise, scripture passage came from the English Standard Version. 
Lutheran Service Builder HymnLicense.net # 10004192. 
 

Special thanks to our cantor Lindsay Gugliuzza. 


