
Third Sunday in Advent 

Sunday, December 13, 2020    11:15 a.m. 
 

Gathering Song 
 

Announcements Vicar Jason Christ, Director of Attract & Middle School Ministries 
 

Welcome Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr. 
 

Preparing for Worship (Stand) 

Leader  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 2 Corinthians 13:14 

People Amen. 
 

Leader In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. John 1:1 
People He was with God in the beginning. John 1:2 
 

Leader Through Him all things were made. 
People Without Him nothing was made that has been made. John 1:3 
 

Leader In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 
People The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it. John 1:5 
 

Leader The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 
People We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only. John 1:14a 
 

Leader Who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
People From His fullness we have all received grace upon grace. John 1:14b, 16 
 

Leader The Law was given through Moses. 
People Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ! John 1:17 
 

Confession and Absolution 
Leader  The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it. Everywhere we look, however, it 

seems like darkness is winning. Like lengthening shadows in the setting sun, darkness creeps up on us, 
smothering our joy. We turn our backs on the Light and pursue the dark. But still the light shines in the 
darkness. And still the darkness has not overcome it. God is faithful to bring us back to the light to be 
with Him. So let us confess our love for the dark and turn to the light again this day and ask His 
forgiveness. 

People Father of lights, I have turned my back on You too often. I stumble along in darkness and lose 
my way. Restore to me the joy of Your salvation. Grant me a willing spirit to walk in the light. I 
am sorry. Forgive me for the sake of Jesus, the Light of the world. (silence for reflection) 

 

Leader Christ has come. He is the Light of the world. He shone in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome Him. Jesus, for the joy that was set before Him, endured the cross for our sake. Through it, He 
was won forgiveness for all our sins. Indeed, right now, all our sins are forgiven. He gives us an abundant 
joy here, even while we wait for Him to return and bring us to Himself! 
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The third advent candle is lit, signifying the joy we have in Christ. 

Opening Songs  

Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
Verse 1 

Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 
Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled 
Joyful all ye nations rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 
With th'angelic hosts proclaim 
Christ is born in Bethlehem 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 
 

Verse 2 

Christ by highest heav'n adored 
Christ the everlasting Lord 
Late in time behold Him come 
Offspring of the Virgin's womb 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 
Hail th'incarnate Deity 
Pleased as man with men to dwell 
Jesus our Emmanuel 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 
 

Verse 3 

Hail the heav'nly Prince of Peace 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness 
Light and life to all He brings 
Ris'n with healing in His wings 
Mild He lays His glory by 
Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth 
Born to give them second birth 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 
By Charles Wesley | Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy © Words: Public Domain Music: Public 
Domain For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. CCLI License 
# 334744. 
 

Away in a Manger 
Verse 1 

Away in a manger no crib for a bed 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head 
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay 
 

Verse 2 

The cattle are lowing the Baby awakes 
But little Lord Jesus no crying He makes 
I love Thee Lord Jesus look down from the sky 
And stay by my cradle 'til morning is nigh 
 

Verse 3 

Be near me Lord Jesus I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me I pray 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care 
And fit us for heaven to live with Thee there 
By James Ramsey Murray | John Thomas McFarland | Martin Luther © Words: Public 
Domain Music: Public Domain For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights 
reserved. CCLI License # 334744.
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Scripture Readings (Sit) 

Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Isaiah 43:1–7 
 But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for 

I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will 
be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall 
not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of 
Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Cush and Seba in exchange for you. Because you are 
precious in my eyes, and honored, and I love you, I give men in return for you, peoples in exchange for 
your life. Fear not, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will 
gather you. I will say to the north, Give up, and to the south, Do not withhold; bring my sons from afar 
and my daughters from the end of the earth, everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my 
glory, whom I formed and made.” 

 

Reader God speaks to us through the New Testament: Ephesians 1:3-8 
 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 

blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus 
Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed 
us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight. 

 

Reader God speaks to us through the Gospel: John 1:10-13 
 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to 

his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the 
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 

Children’s Message Sue Steege, Director of Transformation Ministries 
 

Message Chosen Children Vicar Jason Christ 

 

The Apostles’ Creed (Stand) 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 
Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. (Sit) 
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Offering Give at FTGives.com or text “Give” to 716-710-8800. 
 

A Glorious Love 
Verse 1 

On Christmas morn His infant cry 
Caused a tear in His mother’s eye 
What a day of power and love 
Given by our Lord above 
At the burial site Jesus’ mournful cry 
Then Lazarus He brought back to life. 
What a day of power and love 
Given by our Lord above. 
 

Chorus 

What a Love, a Glorious Love 
All a gift from the Father above, 
Who sent His son for everyone, 
A Child the Lord in flesh, His will was done. 
A Child the Lord in flesh, His will was done. 

Verse 2 

That sad dark day His desperate cry. 
My God, My God, still we wonder why. 
What a day of power and love 
Given by our Lord above. 
And on Easter morn our joyful cries. 
Thank You Lord for Your sacrifice. 
What a day of power and love 
Given by our Lord above. 
 

End 

So on Christmas morn we hear the cry, 
A glorious love from our God on high. 
Words and Music © 2013, Cathi Brese Doebler.

 

Prayers of God’s People (Stand) 
Leader Heavenly Father, we are amazed and astounded that You give. 
People You give the Spirit without limit. 
 

Leader You raise the dead and give life. 
People You give eternal life. No one can snatch us out of Your hand. 
 

Leader Heavenly Father, we are amazed and astounded that You give authority. 
People We are not helpless and hopeless. We are not powerless and without a prayer. 
 

Leader Heavenly Father, we are amazed and astounded that You give authority to become Your children. 
People We are born again. 
 

Leader Completely new. 
People Adopted into Your forever family. 
 

Leader Through the gift of Holy Baptism we are Your chosen children! And as Your chosen children, we 
silently offer our prayers and concerns to You, confident in Your power and wisdom to answer.  
(silence for personal prayer) 

 

Leader Heavenly Father, we are amazed and astounded that the past is past. The future is bright. Your Word is 
sure. Your work is finished. We rest in our adoption. 

People We are Your chosen children. 
 

Leader Now and forevermore! 
People In Jesus’s Name. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  

People Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on Earth 
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are Yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
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Closing Song   

O What a Glorious Night     
Verse 1 

The shepherds came to see the baby 
Stood by His mother’s side 
Here lay the Savior 
Inside a manger 
Oh what a glorious night, 
Oh what a glorious night! 
 

Chorus 

I hear the angels singing, 
“Hallelujah!” 
“Let the earth receive her King!” 
I know that love has come. 
Sing it out! 
Jesus Christ is born, 
Jesus Christ is born! 
 

Verse 2 

The shepherds wondered, 
They couldn’t hide it. 
Told everyone in sight 
All were amazed when 
They heard how God came 
Down on a glorious night. 
God came down on this glorious night! 

Bridge 

Glorious! Glorious! 
What a glorious night! Repeat 
 

Verse 3 

All is calm now 
All is quiet 
A star shining in the sky 
Below in Bethlehem 
The King is sleeping 
Oh what a glorious night 
Oh what a glorious night 
Brown, Casey, Smith, Lindley, McDonald, Frey; Lyrics © Sony/ATV Music Publishing 
LLC, Warner/Chappell Music, Inc. 

Blessing 
 

Sending Music  
 

Unless noted otherwise, scripture passage came from the English Standard Version. 
 

Altar Flowers presented to the Glory of God in thankfulness of Beth Vance’s birthday 
by Darlene Helming. 


