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Third Sunday in Advent 

Saturday, December 12, 2020  5:30 p.m. 

Sunday, December 13, 2020  8:45 a.m. 
 

Prelude  
 

Announcements Vicar Jason Christ, Director of Attract & Middle School Ministries 
 

Welcome Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr. 
 

(Stand) 

Invocation 
Leader  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 2 Corinthians 13:14 
People Amen. 
 

Leader In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. John 1:1 
People He was with God in the beginning. John 1:2 
 

Leader Through Him all things were made. 
People Without Him nothing was made that has been made. John 1:3 
 

Leader In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 
People The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it. John 1:5 
 

Leader The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 
People We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only. John 1:14a 
 

Leader Who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
People From His fullness we have all received grace upon grace. John 1:14b, 16 
 

Leader The Law was given through Moses. 
People Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ! John 1:17 
 

Opening Hymn  
Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding LSB Hymnal 345, verses 1-3 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

  

Congregation sings verses 1 & 2 

Cantor sings verse 3 
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Confession and Absolution 
Leader The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it. Everywhere we look, however, it 

seems like darkness is winning. Like lengthening shadows in the setting sun, darkness creeps up on us, 
smothering our joy. We turn our backs on the Light and pursue the dark. But still the light shines in the 
darkness. And still the darkness has not overcome it. God is faithful to bring us back to the light to be 
with Him. So let us confess our love for the dark and turn to the light again this day and ask His 
forgiveness. 

People Father of lights, I have turned my back on You too often. I stumble along in darkness and lose 
my way. Restore to me the joy of Your salvation. Grant me a willing spirit to walk in the light. I 
am sorry. Forgive me for the sake of Jesus, the Light of the world. (silence for reflection) 

 
Leader Christ has come. He is the Light of the world. He shone in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome Him. Jesus, for the joy that was set before Him, endured the cross for our sake. Through it, He 
was won forgiveness for all our sins. Indeed, right now, all our sins are forgiven. He gives us an abundant 
joy here, even while we wait for Him to return and bring us to Himself! 

 

The third advent candle is lit, signifying the joy we have in Christ. 
Hymn of Praise Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding LSB Hymnal 345, verses 4-5 

 

 

 
Public domain 
 

Scripture Reading (Sit) 
Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Isaiah 43:1–7 

But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for 
I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will 
be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall 
not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of 
Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Cush and Seba in exchange for you. Because you are 
precious in my eyes, and honored, and I love you, I give men in return for you, peoples in exchange for 
your life. Fear not, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I will 
gather you. I will say to the north, Give up, and to the south, Do not withhold; bring my sons from afar 
and my daughters from the end of the earth, everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my 
glory, whom I formed and made.” 
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Reader God speaks to us through the New Testament: Ephesians 1:3-8 
 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 

blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus 
Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed 
us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight. 

 

Reader God speaks to us through the Gospel: John 1:10-13 
 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to 

his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the 
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 

Children’s Message Sue Steege, Director of Transformation Ministries  
 

(Stand) 
Message Hymn Christ, the Word of God Incarnate LSB Hymnal 540 verses 1, 3, and 5 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Christ, the way that leads unfailing 
    To the Father’s home on high, 
Christ, the truth that frees the captive,  
    Christ, the life that cannot die.  

Mediator to the Father, 
    Sacrifice and great High Priest: 
Lead us to Your heav’nly mansions, 
    There to share Your wedding feast. 

© 2001 Steven P. Mueller. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012798. Public domain 
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Message Chosen Children Vicar Jason Christ 
 

Apostles’ Creed (Stand) 
 

People I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 
Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  (Sit) 
 

Offering  
Give at FTGives.com or text “Give” to 716-710-8800. 

Anthem  
 

Prayers of God’s People (Stand) 
Leader Heavenly Father, we are amazed and astounded that You give. 
People You give the Spirit without limit. 
 

Leader You raise the dead and give life. 
People You give eternal life. No one can snatch us out of Your hand. 
 

Leader Heavenly Father, we are amazed and astounded that You give authority. 
People We are not helpless and hopeless. We are not powerless and without a prayer. 
 

Leader Heavenly Father, we are amazed and astounded that You give authority to become Your children. 
People We are born again. 
 

Leader Completely new. 
People Adopted into Your forever family. 
 

Leader Through the gift of Holy Baptism we are Your chosen children! And as Your chosen children, we silently offer 
our prayers and concerns to You, confident in Your power and wisdom to answer. (silence for personal prayer) 

 

Leader Heavenly Father, we are amazed and astounded that the past is past. The future is bright. Your Word is sure. 
Your work is finished. We rest in our adoption. 

People We are Your chosen children. 
 

Leader Now and forevermore! 
People In Jesus’s Name. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

People Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.   
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Closing Hymn The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns Hymnal 348 

 

 
Public domain 
 

Silent Prayer and Postlude 
 

Unless noted otherwise, scripture passage came from the English Standard Version. 
Lutheran Service Builder HymnLicense.net # 10004192. 

 

Special thanks to our cantor Karen Cassidy. 
 

Altar Flowers presented to the Glory of God in thankfulness of Beth Vance’s birthday  
By Darlene Helming. 

 


