
 

 

December 24, 2020   1 p.m., 3 p.m., 7 p.m. 
 

Prelude 
 

Announcement Vicar Jason Christ, Director of Attract and Middle School Ministries 
     

Welcome Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr. 
 

Opening Hymn Lighting of Advent Wreath  

 

(Stand) 

O Come, All Ye Faithful Hymnal 379, verses 1, 2, and 4 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Preparing for Worship 
Leader The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 2 Corinthians 13:14 
People Amen. 
 

Leader In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. John 1:1 
People He was with God in the beginning. John 1:2 
 

Leader Through Him all things were made. 
People Without Him nothing was made that has been made. John 1:3 
 

Leader In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 
People The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it. John 1:5 
 

Leader The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 
People We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only. John 1:14a 
 

Leader Who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
People From His fullness we have all received grace upon grace. John 1:14b, 16 
 

Leader The Law was given through Moses. 
People Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ! John 1:17 

 

Confession and Absolution 
Leader The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it. Jesus Christ, the Word made 

flesh, made His dwelling among us for this purpose: to bring life and salvation to all who believe. 
Despite this good news, we have often set Jesus aside. We ask Him to stay in the manger rather than 
invite Him into all aspects of our life. For this and all our other sin, we come before our Father, seeking 
His forgiveness.   

People Eternal Father, we confess that we are sinners. The light of Your Son Jesus has shown in our 
lives, but we try to block it from shining into the dark places in our life. We seek to hide from the 
light, because it exposes our sin. We are sorry. Please, for the sake of the Word made flesh, 
forgive us now and make us clean again.   (silence for personal confession) 

 
Leader Christ has come. He is the light of the world. He shone in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome Him. He has come to forgive our sins, and so He has. In Him, all our sins are forgiven. 
Rejoice, our light has come! 
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Hymn of Praise Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Hymnal 380 (Quartet will sing verse 2 at 7p.m. service) 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
 

Scripture (Sit) 

Reader God speaks to us through the Gospel: John 1:14-18  
 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son 
 from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of 
 whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) And from his 
 fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth 
 came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has 
 made him known. 
 

Gospel Proclamation: Luke 2:1-20   Proclaimer: Sawyer Schmutzler     

The Christ Candle is lit after the proclamation of the Gospel, symbolic of Jesus’ birth. 
 

Children’s Message Sue Steege, Director of Transformation Ministries 
 

  

Quartet sings verse 2 at 7p.m.  
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(Stand) 

Message Hymn From Heaven Above to Earth I Come Hymnal 358, verses 1-3 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

(Sit) 

Message The Word Dwelt Among Us Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr. 
 

Christmas Creed (Stand)    
 

People  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, who sent His Son as my 
Savior on Christmas. I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, announced by the angels, worshiped by the shepherds, and 
adored by the wise men; who lived to suffer, die, and rise again to free me from sin, death, and 
the power of the devil. I believe in the Holy Spirit, who has brought me to faith in the Christ of 
Christmas and by whose work in my heart I am led to lay before the feet of Christ the treasures 
of my love and live under Him as my King both now and forevermore. Amen.  (Sit) 

 

Offering  
We invite you to make an eternal difference in our world by giving to CompassCare. They provide free pregnancy and sexual health services, especially with 
unplanned pregnancies. They provide unbiased information and one-on-one, personal, compassionate care and support to their clients. Please use 
FTGives.com and choose “Special Christmas Offering”, or mark your check/envelope “CompassCare” to direct your gift. 
Other gifts will be designated for the ongoing Mission and Ministry of First Trinity. Thank you for making an impact today!  

(1 p.m.) O Holy Night   Soloist: David Foster 

(3 p.m.) Voluntary 

(7 p.m.) Concerto Grossi No. 8 in G Minor String Ensemble 
 

Candlelight Singing (Stand) 
 

Leader 1 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you. Isaiah 60:1 
 

Leader 2 When Jesus spoke again to the people, He said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 
never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  John 8:12 

 

Leader 1 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light for the fruit of 
the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth.  Ephesians 5:8-9 

 

Leader 2 In the same way, let your light shine before people, that they may see your good deeds and praise your 
 Father in heaven.”  Matthew 5:16 
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O Little Town of Bethlehem  Hymnal 361, verses 1-3   Music: 362 (Forest Green) 
1 O little town of Bethlehem, 

    How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
    The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
    The everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
    Are met in thee tonight. 
 

2 For Christ is born of Mary, 
    And, gathered all above 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
    Their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together 
    Proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the king 
    And peace to all the earth! 

3 How silently, how silently 
    The wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
    The blessings of His heav’n. 
No ear may hear His coming; 
    But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him, still 
    The dear Christ enters in. 

Silent Night, Holy Night Hymnal 363 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

The Christmas Prayer 
Leader O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 

Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold Him 
when He comes to be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People Amen. 
 

  



6 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

People Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.   

 

Closing Hymn Joy to the World   Hymnal 387 (Quartet will sing verse 2 at 7p.m. service)  
 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Blessing 
Leader May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the eagerness 

of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the peace of the Christ Child. And may the 
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forevermore! 

People Let us worship the newborn King! 
 

Silent Prayer  
 

Postlude 
 

Unless noted otherwise, scripture passage came from the English Standard Version. 
Lutheran Service Builder HymnLicense.net # 10004192. 
 

Special thanks to our Cantor Lindsay Gugliuzza at 1:00 pm. 
Special thanks to our Quartet: David Foster, Gary Binkley, David Werth, and Roger Montague at 7:00 pm. 
 

  

Quartet sings verse 2 at 7p.m.  
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Poinsettias are Given to the Glory of God 
 

Given By   In Loving Memory Of 
Dennis Baer   Nancy Baer 
Nancy Grace   Alice Baumgardner 
Helming Family  Warren Helming 
Cindy & Reggie Mawson Warren & Lois Derby 
Dick & Sue McKie  Donald McKie & Claude Bullard 
Erhard C. Moosmann  June C. Moosmann 
Marsha Peth   Mark Peth & Julie Jean Reid 
Beth Schmidt   Neal Schmidt 
Randy & Karen Wert  Kaden Wert 
David Young   Benjamin, Christopher & All Our Loved Ones in Heaven 
  & Mary Ann Milak-Young 
 
Given By   In Thanksgiving To God For 
Dominic & Jennifer Florio The Gifts of Jesus and Our Church Family 
Pastor & Susan Whited The Birth of His Son Jesus 
 


