
 

 

December 25, 2020  10 a.m. 
 

Prelude   
 

Welcome Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr. 
 

(Stand) 

Opening Hymn Now Sing We, Now Rejoice Hymnal 386, verses 1, 2, and 4 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Preparing for Worship  
Leader We gather to celebrate birth of Jesus in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 
Leader Over 2,000 years ago, Mary and Joseph traveled to Bethlehem to be registered as part of a great census. 

Luke writes that “While they were there, the time came for Mary to give birth. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn Son and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there was no place 
for them in the inn.” Luke 2:6-7 This Christmas day, we rejoice in the birth of our Savior, the Word made 
flesh, who came to die for the sins of the world. But we also recognize that too often there is no room in 
our heart for Him. Our Heavenly Father is a gracious God, however, and promises to forgive us. So let us 
then come to Him and confess our sin. Loving Father, 

People You have shown great love for us as You sent Your Son to be born among us. He showed us the 
way to You. He tenderly cares for our hurts. He lovingly invites us to follow Him. But too often we 
don’t. We allow the cares of this world to crowd Him out of our heart. Sometimes we even choose 
the ways of the world over Your good and perfect will. We are sorry. We humbly ask for Your 
forgiveness for the sake of Jesus. Amen.  (silence for personal confession) 

 

Leader “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for Him, that He might save us. This is the LORD; we have 
waited for Him; let us be glad and rejoice in His salvation.” Isaiah 25:9 Jesus has come to defeat the devil, 
lead us in our daily lives, and bring us final victory over sin. He has come to bring forgiveness. Because of 
His death and resurrection, all our sins are forgiven. Let us be glad and rejoice in His salvation!  

People Amen. Praise to You, O Christ, Child born to save us.  
 

Hymn of Praise Angels We Have Heard on High Hymnal 368 (Quartet will sing verse 2) 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Prayer  
Leader The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

Leader Let us pray.  
 Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the 

bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People Amen. (Sit) 
 

  

Quartet only  
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Scripture Readings  

Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Isaiah 40:1–5 

 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare 
is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her 
sins. A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the 
uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. And the glory of the LORD shall be 
revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

 

Reader God speaks to us through the New Testament: 2 Corinthians 4:13–18 

 Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, “I believed, and so I spoke,” we 
also believe, and so we also speak, knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus 
and bring us with you into his presence. For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and 
more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. So we do not lose heart. Though our outer 
nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction 
is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are 
seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are 
unseen are eternal. 

 

Reader God speaks to us through the Gospel: John 1:1–18 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that 
was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came 
to bear witness about the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He 
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his 
own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor 
of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’”) And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at 
the Father’s side, he has made him known. 
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Children’s Message  Sue Steege, Director of Transformation Ministries 
 

The Nicene Creed (Stand) 
 

People  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 
and invisible.  
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism 
for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to 
come. Amen.   

 

Message Hymn We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth Hymnal 382, verses 1- 3, 5, 7 Quartet will sing verse 3 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text (sts. 1, 3, 5, 7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (st. 2): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004192 
 

(Sit) 
Message We Have Seen His Glory Vicar Jason Christ 
 

  

Quartet only 
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Prayer  
 

The Lord’s Prayer (Stand) 
 

People  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  (Sit) 

 

Offering  
We invite you to make an eternal difference in our world by giving to CompassCare. They provide free pregnancy and sexual health services, especially with 
unplanned pregnancies. They provide unbiased information and one-on-one, personal, compassionate care and support to their clients. Please use 
FTGives.com and choose “Special Christmas Offering”, or mark your check/envelope “CompassCare” to direct your gift.  
Other gifts will be designated for the ongoing Mission and Ministry of First Trinity. Thank you for making an impact today!  

 

A Great and Mighty Wonder Hymnal 383, verses 1, 2, and 4 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Preparation for Lord’s Supper   
Leader The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

Leader Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Leader Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
People It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Leader It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 
creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might 
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe 
in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
singing: 

 

Santus  Tune: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord! 
God of hosts, by all adored! 
Heav’n and earth cannot contain 
All the glory of your name! 
Hail, Hosanna, God most high! 

Blest is he who now draws nigh 
In the name of God the King! 
Hallelujahs glad we sing 
Hail Hosanna! Praises due 
Be forever, Lord to You! 

 

Leader On the night when He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, He gave thanks, broke it, and 
gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take; eat; this is My Body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink of it, all of you; this is My blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins.  

  

Leader As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
People Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Revelation 22:20 
 

Leader O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You 
lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the 
tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final 
judgment. 

People Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Revelation 22:20  
 

Leader The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People And also with you. 
 

We welcome to the Lord’s Table baptized believers who confess their sins, affirm their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and who accept that Christ’s body 
and blood are truly present in Holy Communion, given for the forgiveness of sins.  
 

Agnus Dei Tune: From Heaven Above to Earth I Come 

O Lamb of God, You take away 
The sin of all; now hear us pray, 

 And grant us from our sin release,  
Have mercy on us! Grant us peace. 

 

(Sit) 
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Songs During Lord’s Supper 
 

What Child Is This Hymnal 370  

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Away in a Manger Hymnal 364 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Post-Communion Prayer (Stand) 
Leader Let us pray. 
 Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy 

Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage 
that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the 
Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People Amen. 
 

Blessing  
 

Postlude 
 

Unless noted otherwise, scripture passage came from the English Standard Version. 
Lutheran Service Builder HymnLicense.net # 10004192. 
 

Special thanks to our Quartet: David Foster, Gary Binkley, David Werth, and Roger Montague. 
 

Poinsettias are Given to the Glory of God 
 

Given By   In Loving Memory Of 
Dennis Baer   Nancy Baer 
Nancy Grace   Alice Baumgardner 
Helming Family  Warren Helming 
Cindy & Reggie Mawson Warren & Lois Derby 
Dick & Sue McKie  Donald McKie & Claude Bullard 
Erhard C. Moosmann  June C. Moosmann 
Marsha Peth   Mark Peth & Julie Jean Reid 
Beth Schmidt   Neal Schmidt 
Randy & Karen Wert  Kaden Wert 
David Young   Benjamin, Christopher & All Our Loved Ones in Heaven 
  & Mary Ann Milak-Young 
 
Given By   In Thanksgiving To God For 
Dominic & Jennifer Florio The Gifts of Jesus and Our Church Family 
Pastor & Susan Whited The Birth of His Son Jesus 

 


