
 

Second Weekend of Advent 

December 6, 2020    11:15 a.m. 
 

Gathering Song  Worship Band 
 

Announcements   
 

Welcome  Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr. 
 

Preparing for Worship   
Leader  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 2 Corinthians 13:14 
People Amen. 
 

Leader In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. John 1:1 
People He was with God in the beginning. John 1:2 
 

Leader Through Him all things were made. 
People Without Him nothing was made that has been made. John 1:3 
 

Leader In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 
People The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it. John 1:5 
 

Leader The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 
People We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only. John 1:14a 
 

Leader Who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
People From His fullness we have all received grace upon grace. John 1:14b, 16 
 

Leader The Law was given through Moses. 
People Grace and truth came through Jesus Christ! John 1:17 
 

Opening Song (The second advent candle is lit, signifying the hope we have in Christ.) 

O Come O Come Emmanuel 
Verse 1 

O come O come Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear 
 

Chorus  

Rejoice rejoice Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee O Israel 
 

Verse 2 

O come Thou Dayspring come and cheer 
Our spirits by Thine advent here 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
And death's dark shadows put to flight 
 

Bridge 

Emmanuel, Our God is here with us! 
By John Mason Neale | Thomas Helmore © Words: Public Domain Music: Public Domain  
For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. CCLI License # 334744.

  



Confession & Absolution 
Leader The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it. Despite all that God has done for 

us, too often we doubt. We wonder if God can help us. We worry that God has forgotten us. Rather 
than trust in Him, we choose to rely on our own strength. We have gone our own way groping in the 
dark, rather than follow God. For this, we come to the source of all light, and ask for His forgiveness. 

People Loving Father, we are sorry for trusting in our own power rather than Yours. We are sorry for 
going our own way. We have ignored Your Word, the lamp that lights our way. Forgive us. 
Renew us. Help us to trust in You and You alone.   (silence for reflection) 

 

Leader Christ has come. He is the light of the world. He shone in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome Him. He has come to forgive our sins, and so He has. In Him, all our sins are forgiven. He 
has also come to give us a confident faith. As we prepare to celebrate His birth, we look forward with 
the eyes of faith for His eventual return one day, when He will call us home to be with Him for all time. 
Rejoice, our light has come! 

People Amen. 
 

Learning From the Word  
Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Isaiah 40:1-11 
 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her 

warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for 
all her sins. A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the 
uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. And the glory of the LORD shall be 
revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken. “A voice says, “Cry!” 
And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. The grass 
withers, the flower fades when the breath of the LORD blows on it; surely the people are grass. The 
grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a high 
mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good 
news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” Behold, the Lord GOD comes 
with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 
He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his 
bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.  

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Reader God speaks to us through the New Testament: 1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
 For if I preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For necessity is laid upon me. Woe to 

me if I do not preach the gospel! For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward, but not of my own 
will, I am still entrusted with a stewardship. What then is my reward? That in my preaching I may present 
the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my right in the gospel. For though I am free from 
all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of them. To the Jews I became as a Jew, in 
order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law (though not being myself 
under the law) that I might win those under the law. To those outside the law I became as one outside 
the law (not being outside the law of God but under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside the 
law. To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that 
by all means I might save some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its 
blessings. 

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

  



Reader God speaks to us through the Gospel: John 1:6-9, 15 
 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the 

light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. (John bore witness about him, and 
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’”) 

Reader This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 
 

Children’s Message  Sue Steege, Director of Transformation Ministries 
 

Message A Man Named John Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr. 
 

Preparation for Lord’s Supper     
Leader The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

Leader Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Leader Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
People It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Leader On the night when He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, He gave thanks, broke it, and gave 
it to His disciples, saying, “Take; eat; this is My Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 
Me.” In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of 
you; this is My blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Leader As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
People Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Revelation 22:20  
 

Leader O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You 
lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, 
Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. 

People Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Revelation 22:20  
 

Leader The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People And also with you. 
 

We welcome to the Lord’s Table baptized believers who confess their sins, affirm their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and who accept that 
Christ’s body and blood are truly present in Holy Communion, given for the forgiveness of sins.  
 

  



Song During Lord’s Supper  

The First Noel 
Verse 1 

The First Noel the angel did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds 
in fields as they lay; 
In fields as they lay, keeping their sheep, 
On a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
 

Chorus 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
Born is the King of Israel. 
 

Verse 2 

They looked up and saw a star 
Shining in the east beyond them far, 
And to the earth it gave great light, 
And so it continued both day and night.  Chorus 

Verse 3 

And by the light of that same star 
Three wise men came from country far; 
To seek for a king was their intent, 
And to follow the star wherever it went. Chorus 

 
Verse 4 
This star drew nigh to the northwest, 
O'er Bethlehem it took it rest, 
And there it did both stop and stay 
Right over the place where Jesus lay.  Chorus 

Public Domain 

Prayers of God’s People  
Leader Lord God, heavenly Father, Satan often attacks us with his lies, seductions and half-truths. 
People So we run. And we run some more. 
 

Leader And we keep on running. 
People That’s why You sent a man named John the Baptist. 
 

Leader He came as a witness to testify concerning the Light, so that through him we might believe. 
People He himself was not the Light; he came only as a witness to the Light. 
 

Leader And this Light fights for us. 
People We thank You for Jesus. 
 

Leader Help us believe in Him. 
People Help us listen to Him. 
 

Leader Help us gain great courage from Him. 
People For You are calling us to come home. 
 

Leader We come to the strong, loving and protecting embrace of Jesus. And now, great God, we hold before 
You those things that are on our hearts and minds, as we silently pray them now.  (Silence for personal prayer) 

 

Leader Father, into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting that in Christ You shatter, scatter, 
and overcome all darkness. 

People We pray in Christ’s strong and saving name. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

People Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on Earth 
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are Yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

  



Offering 
Give at FTGives.com or text “Give” to 716-710-8800.  
(Please take this time to silently reflect on the words.) 

Silent Night 
Verse 1 

Silent night holy night 
All is calm all is bright 
'Round yon virgin mother and child 
Holy infant so tender and mild 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
 

Verse 2 

Silent night holy night 
Shepherds quake at the sight 
Glories stream from heaven afar 
Heav'nly hosts sing alleluia 
Christ the Savior is born 
Christ the Savior is born 

Verse 3 

Silent night holy night 
Son of God love's pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace 
Jesus Lord at Thy birth 
Jesus Lord at Thy birth 
By Franz Xaver Gruber | John Freeman Young | Joseph Mohr © Words: Public Domain 
Music: Public Domain For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. 
CCLI License # 334744. 

Closing Song  

Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
Verse 1 

Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 
Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled 
Joyful all ye nations rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 
With th'angelic hosts proclaim 
Christ is born in Bethlehem 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 
 

Verse 2 

Christ by highest heav'n adored 
Christ the everlasting Lord 
Late in time behold Him come 
Offspring of the Virgin's womb 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 
Hail th'incarnate Deity 
Pleased as man with men to dwell 
Jesus our Emmanuel 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 

Verse 3 

Hail the heav'nly Prince of Peace 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness 
Light and life to all He brings 
Ris'n with healing in His wings 
Mild He lays His glory by 
Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth 
Born to give them second birth 
Hark the herald angels sing 
Glory to the newborn King 
By Charles Wesley | Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy © Words: Public Domain Music: Public 
Domain For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. CCLI License # 
334744. 

Blessing and Sending Music     Worship Band  
 

Unless noted otherwise, scripture passage came from the English Standard Version. 
 

Altar Flowers  
Presented to the Glory of God. 


