
 

 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Saturday, December 19, 2020  5:30 p.m. 

Sunday, December 20, 2020  8:45 a.m. 
 

Prelude Child Musicians 
 

Announcements Vicar Jason Christ, Director of Attract & Middle School Ministries 
 

Give at FTGives.com or text “Give” to 716-710-8800. 
 

Welcome Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr. 
 

 (Stand) 

Invocation 

Leader Now we worship in the name of the Father, and in the name of the Son, and in the name of the Holy 
Spirit. 

People Amen. Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 
 

Opening Prayer 
Leader Beloved in the Lord, today we prepare for Christmas by remembering the story of God’s salvation as we 

journey with God’s people of old from creation to Bethlehem, to see this thing which has come to pass, 
the baby Jesus, lying in a manger. As we read and sing the redemption story, we also pray that God 
would inhabit the praises of His people here. May our homes and this holy house be filled with the carols 
of our praise. May the echoes of our song resound in our communities as we live as God’s redeemed and 
forgiven people. God grant it, in Jesus’ name. 

People Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

People  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Opening Hymn The fourth advent candle is lit, signifying the peace we have in Christ. 
 

Once in Royal David's City Hymnal 376, verse 1sung by Cantor; Congregation will sing verses 2-5  

 

 

 

 
 

5 Not in that poor, lowly stable 
    With the oxen standing by 
Shall we see Him, but in heaven, 
    Set at God’s right hand on high. 
Then like stars His children, crowned, 
All in white, His praise will sound! 

Public domain 

 

  

Cantor only 
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(sit) 

First Lesson    
Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Genesis 2:4-9, 15-25  

God creates the crown jewel of His creation—Adam and Eve—and places them in paradise. 
 

(Stand) 

Carol At the Name of Jesus Hymnal 512, verses 1-3, and 6 (Tune: Noel Nouvelet) 

 

6 Christians, this Lord Jesus 
    Shall return again 
In His Father’s glory, 
    With His angel train; 
For all wreaths of empire 
    Meet upon His brow, 
And our hearts confess Him 
    King of glory now. 

Public domain 
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(Sit) 

Second Lesson    
Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Genesis 3:1-22  

Adam and Eve disobey God’s command and disrupt the order and goodness of creation. 
  

(Stand) 

Carol Savior of the Nations, Come Hymnal 332 verses 1-4  

 

 

 
 
© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012798. 
© 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012798. 
Public domain 
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(Sit) 

Third Lesson    
Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament:  Isaiah 11:1-9  

The Messiah will come from the root of Jesse to restore the peace of creation. 
 

(Stand) 

Carol O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Hymnal 357, verses 1, 2, 4, 5, and 7 

 

 

 

 
 

Refrain  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 
In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

Public domain 
 

  



6 

(Sit) 

Fourth Lesson    
Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Isaiah 40:1-11 
 The Messiah would be a Good Shepherd, speaking words of comfort to His people. 

 

(Stand) 

Comfort, Comfort Ye My People Hymnal 347 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
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(Sit) 

Fifth Lesson    
Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Isaiah 64:1-9a 
 The people await a final sacrificial Lamb from heaven who would forgive their sin. 

 

(Stand) 

Confession and Absolution   
Leader God has sent the final sacrifice for our sin—Jesus Christ. In Him there is forgiveness and life. So let us 

come before our God and confess our sinfulness, that we might once again receive forgiveness and 
grace. O LORD, our Father, 

People Behold, You were angry, and we sinned. We have been in our sins a long time. We have become 
like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are as filthy rags before You. We fade like 
the leaf. Shall we be saved? Do not hide Your face from us. You are our Father. Do not be angry 
O LORD, and do not remember our sin forever. We are all Your people. Forgive us now, for the 
sake of Your Son Jesus. (Silence for reflection) 

 

Leader From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God besides our God, who acts 
for those who wait for Him. God has heard our prayer and in Christ He has forgiven all our sin. We 
have indeed been saved! 

People Amen. Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 
 

Carol On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry Hymnal 344, verses 1-3, and 5 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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(Sit) 

Sixth Lesson    
Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament:  Micah 5:2-5a 
 The Messiah would be born in Bethlehem to bring peace between God and man. 

 

(Stand) 

Carol The Advent of Our King Hymnal 331, verses 1-3

 

 
Public domain 

 

(Sit) 

Seventh Lesson    
Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Zephaniah 3:14-18 
 God has come to dwell among His people so that they never need fear again. 

 

(Stand) 

Carol Arise, O Christian People  Hymnal 354, verses 1, 2, and 4     

 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 
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(Sit) 

Eighth Lesson    
Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament:  Isaiah 65:17-25 
 The Messiah will one day return to restore creation to its original glory. 

 

(Stand) 

Carol What Hope! An Eden Prophesied Hymnal 342, verses 1-3 

 

 
© 1998 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012798. 

 

(Sit) 

Ninth Lesson    
Reader God speaks to us through the Gospel:  Luke 1:26-38 
 At long last, the Messiah is coming, born of Mary, to reign over Israel forever. 

 

(Stand) 

Carol The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came Hymnal 356, verses 1, 3, 4 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

Prayer  

Leader Let us pray. Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which 
weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People Amen. 
 

(Sit) 

Video God With Us 
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Closing Hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Hymnal 357, verses 1 and 6 (sung by Cantor) 
 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 And ransom captive Israel, 
 That mourns in lonely exile here 
 Until the Son of God appear.  
 

Refrain  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

Public domain 
 

(8:45) Blessing (Those in the sanctuary will continue with the Lord’s Supper) 
 

(Stand) 

Preparation for Lord’s Supper 

Leader The Lord be with you 
People And also with you. 
 

Leader Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Leader Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
People It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Leader On the night when He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, He gave thanks, broke it, and gave 
it to His disciples, saying, “Take; eat; this is My Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 
Me.” In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of 
you; this is My blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People And also with you. 
We welcome to the Lord’s Table baptized believers who confess their sins, affirm their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and who accept that Christ’s body 
and blood are truly present in Holy Communion, given for the forgiveness of sins.  
 

The Invitation 
 

Distribution of the Lord’s Supper 

Remain seated in your pew and we will bring the elements to you. 
 

Blessing 
Unless noted otherwise, scripture passage came from the English Standard Version. 
Lutheran Service Builder HymnLicense.net # 10004192. 
 

Special thanks to our cantor Lindsay Gugliuzza. 
 

Altar Flowers  
Presented to the glory of God for David Young’s 85th birthday 
By Mary Ann Milak-Young. 


