
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

ORDINATION OF JASON CHRIST 
January 31, 2021     4 p.m 

  



 

  



1 

Ordination and Installation of Rev. Jason Christ  

First Trinity Lutheran Church 

A Service of Celebration and Thanksgiving 

January 31, 2021  4 p.m. 
 

Prelude  
 

Welcome Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr. 
 

(Stand) 

Processional Hymn  

Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling LSB Hymnal 827 

 

 

 

 
Text (st. 1) and tune: Public domain 
Text (sts. 2–4): © 2001 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004192 
 

Invocation 
Pastor   In the name the Father, 
Congregation  Who created and breathed life into us. 
 

Pastor  In the name of the Son, 
Congregation  Who died and rose that we might have life. 
 

Pastor  In the name of the Holy Spirit, 
Congregation  Who lives in us and gives us power for Godly living. 
 

Pastor  This is the day the LORD has made, 
Congregation  Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
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Pastor     God has given gifts to His church. He has appointed some to be apostles, others as evangelists, 
 others as pastors and teachers. 

Congregation He did this to prepare all God’s people for the work of Christ’s service, to build up the 
 body of Christ. 

 

Pastor  Praise God, all you people of His, give glory to Him and bless His name. 
Congregation He has given to our congregation a gift in Pastor Jason, to lead us and equip us to speak 

 the truth of the Gospel, share His love, and transform our world, one life at a time, 
 through the power of His living word. 

 

Psalm 134 

Pastor  Behold, bless the LORD, all servants of the LORD, 
Congregation  Who serve by night in the house of the LORD! 
 

Pastor  Lift up your hands to the sanctuary, 
Congregation  And bless the LORD. 
 

Pastor  May the LORD bless you from Zion, 
Congregation He who made heaven and earth. 
 

Hymn Send, O Lord, Your Holy Spirit LSB Hymnal 681 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Scripture Reading (Sit) 

Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Isaiah 61:1–3   Reader: Kelsey Trautwein 
The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the 
poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of 
the prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of 
our God; to comfort all who mourn; to grant to those who mourn in Zion—to give them a beautiful 
headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a 
faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he may be 
glorified. 
 

Reader God speaks to us through the New Testament: 1 Peter 5:1–4   Reader: Marsha Peth 
 So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a 

partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed:  shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising 
oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but 
eagerly; not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. And when the chief 
Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 

 

(Stand) 
Reader God speaks to us through the Gospel: John 15:1–17  Reader: Rev. David Young 
  “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he 

takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are 
clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot 
bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you 
are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the 
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, 
ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit 
and so prove to be my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If 
you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 
and abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 
may be full.  “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has 
no one than this, that someone lays down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; 
but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. You 
did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your 
fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. These things I 
command you, so that you will love one another. 

Reader This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to You, O Christ.  (Sit) 
 

Children’s Message Sue Steege, Director of Transformation Ministries  
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Song Dominic Florio will lead congregation 
King of Kings    
Verse 1 

In the darkness we were waiting 
Without hope without light 
Till from Heaven You came running 
There was mercy in Your eyes 
 

To fulfil the law and prophets 
To a virgin came the Word 
From a throne of endless glory 
To a cradle in the dirt 
 

Chorus 

Praise the Father 
Praise the Son 
Praise the Spirit three in one 
God of Glory 
Majesty 
Praise forever to the King of Kings 
 

Verse 2 

To reveal the kingdom coming 
And to reconcile the lost 
To redeem the whole creation 
You did not despise the cross 
 

For even in Your suffering 
You saw to the other side 
Knowing this was our salvation 
Jesus for our sake You died 

Verse 3 

And the morning that You rose 
All of heaven held its breath 
Till that stone was moved for good 
For the Lamb had conquered death 
 

And the dead rose from their tombs 
And the angels stood in awe 
For the souls of all who'd come 
To the Father are restored 
 

Verse 4 

And the Church of Christ was born 
Then the Spirit lit the flame 
Now this Gospel truth of old 
Shall not kneel shall not faint 
 

By His blood and in His Name 
In His freedom I am free 
For the love of Jesus Christ 
Who has resurrected me  Chorus 
CCLI Song # 7127647 Brooke Ligertwood | Jason Ingram | Scott Ligertwood © 2019 
Hillsong Music Publishing Australia (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Fellow Ships 
Music (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) So Essential Tunes (Admin. by 
Essential Music Publishing LLC) For use solely with the SongSelect® All rights reserved. 
CCLI License # 334744.

Message Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr. 
 

The Rite of Ordination and Installation 

(The Candidate will stand at his place in the Nave of the Church, all others will remain seated.) 
 

THE INVOCATION 

District President, Rev. Dr. Chris Wicher:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

THE CERTIFICATION OF THE CALL 

District President, Rev. Dr. Chris Wicher:  Will the president of the First Trinity congregation please stand?  Do you 

certify, in the presence of God and this congregation, that the Candidate here before us, Jason Christ has been duly and 

rightfully called as Pastor of First Trinity Lutheran Church, according to the provisions of its constitution? 
 

President of Congregation, Joel Rockensuess:  I do so certify in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.  (The president of the congregation will be seated.) 
 

THE PRESENTATION 

District President, Rev. Dr. Chris Wicher:  The Candidate will present himself before the altar of God. 
(The Candidate will move into the chancel.) 
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THE QUESTIONS TO THE CANDIDATE 

District President, Rev. Dr. Chris Wicher:  In the name of our Lord, Head of the Church, Brother Jason you have 

been called by the Lord of the Church into the office of the holy ministry of the Word and Sacraments. You have 

prepared yourself for this ministry by careful study and prayer. You have been examined and declared ready and 

prepared to undertake your sacred responsibilities and, by the guidance of God the Holy Spirit, you have in the Church's 

usual order been called to be Pastor of First Trinity Lutheran Church in Tonawanda, New York. According to apostolic 

practice, you are now presented to be ordained and consecrated to this office established by God and installed as Pastor 

of this congregation. 
 

Do you acknowledge that the Lord has called you through His Church into the ministry of Word and Sacrament? 

Candidate: I do. 
 

Do you believe and confess the canonical books of the Old and New Testaments to be the inspired Word of God, and 

the only infallible rule of faith and practice? 

Candidate:  Yes, I believe and confess the canonical Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God and the only 

infallible rule of faith and practice. 
 

Do you believe and confess the three Ecumenical Creeds, namely the Apostles’, the Nicene and the Athanasian Creeds, 

as faithful testimonies to the truth of the Holy Scriptures, and do you reject all the errors which they condemn? 

Candidate:  Yes, I believe and confess the three Creeds because they are in accord with the Word of God. I 

also reject all the errors they condemn. 
 

Do you confess the Unaltered Augsburg Confession to be a true exposition of Holy Scripture and a correct exhibition 

of the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church?  And do you confess that the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, 

the Small and Large Catechisms of Martin Luther, the Smalcald Articles, the Treatise on the Authority and Primacy of 

the Pope, and the Formula of Concord - as these are contained in the 1580 Book of Concord - are also in agreement 

with this one scriptural faith? 

Candidate:  Yes, I make these Confessions my own because they are in accord with the Word of God. 
 

Will you encourage this congregation with the blessings of the Holy Spirit to be God’s people for the world in this area? 

Candidate:  I will. 
 

Will you rightly and properly administer the Holy Sacraments instituted by Christ and will you assist the congregation to 

strengthen the weak, comfort the sorrowing, care for the needy, visit the sick and minister to the dying? 

Candidate:  I will. 
 

Will you train and equip this congregation to witness and share the Word and Promises of God with other people? Will 

attention be given to all regardless of age to equip and train them in discipleship? 

Candidate: I will. 
 

Will you pray diligently for the people of this congregation and communities in which you serve, so that God will richly 

bless your common efforts? 

Candidate:  I will. 
 

Will you draw on the strength of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Scripture and Sacraments in order to live a godly life in 

word and deed, in faith and love? 

Candidate: I will. 
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Do you promise to seek the unity and peace of this congregation, to cherish a spirit of partnership towards all of God’s 

people here, and to avoid all discrimination? 

Candidate:  I do so promise. 
 

Finally, do you promise to uphold the worship and witness of God at this place, approving and practicing only those 

rites and ceremonies which build up the body of Christ? 

Candidate:  I do so promise. 
 

THE ADMONITION FROM THE WORD OF GOD 

District President, Rev. Dr. Chris Wicher:  Hear the Word of God concerning the office of the Holy Ministry: 

Our Lord Jesus, speaking to His disciples and indirectly also to us, says: As the Father has sent me, even so I send you. 

Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.  

John 20 
 

And the Apostle Paul says in his letter to Timothy:  Set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, 

in purity. Till I come, attend to the public reading of scripture, to preaching, to teaching. Do not neglect the gift you 

have, which was given you by prophetic utterance when the elders laid their hands upon you. Practice these duties; 

devote yourself to them, so that all may see your progress. Take heed to yourself and to your teaching; hold to that, for 

by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers. 
 

THE PROMISE OF THE CANDIDATE (The Candidate faces the congregation) 

I, Jason Christ, before God and this congregation which has called me to be Pastor, do covenant and promise, with the 

help of God, to fulfill this Holy Office as a faithful Shepherd and servant of Christ. I will boldly proclaim the Word of 

God; I will perform the duties of this office with fidelity and love; and I will adorn it with a godly life. For all of this I 

beg the mercy of God, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

THE QUESTIONS OF THE CONGREGATION  
(The District President addresses the congregation; the Candidate continues to face the congregation.) 
District President, Rev. Dr. Chris Wicher:  Dear members of First Trinity Lutheran Church, you have heard the 

promises of your called Pastor. It is fitting that you too be reminded of your obligations as members of the body of 

Christ and of this congregation. 
 

Will you gladly and diligently apply yourselves to the proclamation of the word, receiving it not as the word of man, but 

as it is in truth, the Word of God? 

Congregation:  We will. 
 

Will you work together with your Pastor with your influence and strong support, as he supervises the instruction of the 

young, remembering that the young are strengthened by your godly actions and exemplary lives? 

Congregation:  We will. 
 

Will you diligently pray for him, so that your labors together may be useful for our salvation, and that his ministry may 

be joyfully and abundantly effective in your midst? 

Congregation:  We will. 
 

Will you honor and love him, striving for peaceful cooperation and renounce all divisiveness and unruliness? 
Congregation:  We will. 
 

Will you sustain and support his common human needs, remembering to encourage necessary mental and physical 

recreation and provide sufficient salary for an effective ministry at this time and in this place? 

Congregation:  We will. 
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Remember then the words of Jesus: “Blessed are all who hear the Word of God and keep it” Luke 11 and “Let your 

light so shine before others, that they may see your good works and give glory to your father in heaven.” Matthew 5 
 

THE ORDINATION  
(The Candidate will kneel) 
District President, Rev. Dr. Chris Wicher: [Jesus said:] “Peace be to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 

And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of 

any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” John 20:21-23 
 

Jason Christ on the basis of your Call, in accordance with the desires of the Church, and by the authority vested in me, I 

now ordain you as a Pastor and consecrate you to the Office the Ministry of the One, Holy, Christian, and Apostolic 

Church, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation:  Amen. 
 

THE PLACING OF THE STOLE  
(The Candidate will kneel) 
District President, Rev. Dr. Chris Wicher:  The Lord Jesus pour out on you His Holy Spirit for this office and work 

that you may faithfully preach the Gospel and administer the Sacraments. Amen. 
 

THE INSTALLATION  
(The Candidate will kneel) 
District President, Rev. Dr. Chris Wicher:  Jason, on the basis of your Call, in accordance with the desires of the 

Church, and by the authority vested in me, I now ordain you as a Pastor of God's Holy Church and install you as    

Pastor of First Trinity congregation in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, charging you to be 

diligent and faithful in the performance of your duties, as you shall give account of your stewardship in the day of 

Christ’s appearing. 
 

Jason, now the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd of the Sheep, by the 

blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do His will working in you that which is 

pleasing in His sight, and the blessing of God the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit be with you now and forever.  

Amen. 
 

THE LAYING ON OF HANDS  
(The assisting participants, one by one, shall pronounce a blessing, after which the Candidate shall stand.) 
District President, Rev. Dr. Chris Wicher:  Pastor Christ: Feed the flock of Christ which is entrusted to you. You will 

act, not with constraint, but willingly; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over those in your charge but 

being an example to the flock; and when the Chief Shepherd is manifested, you will obtain the unfading crown of Glory. 

The Lord bless you from on high, and make you a blessing, that you may be His servant and bring His hope and life to 

many. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYER (Rev. Jason Christ) 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, eternal and only Son of God, who is at the right hand of the Father and gives gifts to Your Church, 

sending forth Pastors and teachers for the work of the ministry and the building up of Your body, the Church, we thank 

and praise You that You have richly provided these flocks with a faithful shepherd; and we pray, grant to  Pastor and 

people Your heavenly grace, that they may do what is well pleasing in Your sight, holding faith and a good conscience, 

and finally, with all the elect, obtain everlasting life. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen.   
 

The Blessing 
 

Photo 
 

(Stand) 

Recessional Hymn Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing LSB Hymnal 924 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude 
 

Preacher and Officiant: Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr. 
Rite of Ordination: Rev. Dr. Chris Wicher, District President 
Organist: David Werth   
Cantor: Lindsay Gugliuzza   
String Quartet: Mary Kate and Matt Ells, Paul-Joseph and Alicia Struckmann 
Crucifer: Peter Cross   





About the Stole
The red stole is used for ordination, special festivals 
in the church year such as Reformation or 
Confirmation, and for Pentecost Sunday. Pentecost 
marks the day the Holy Spirit descended on God’s 
people with tongues of fire and gave the early 
church everything they needed to accomplish the 
mission God had for them: to be witnesses to all the 
ends of the earth. The Holy Spirit is often portrayed 
as a dove as He appeared in Jesus’ baptism. Here, 
the dove and fire images are blended in the white 
dove descending. The flame is a visual reminder of 
the Spirit’s continued presence in the Church, 
guiding and directing her work. The stole was 
designed by Joanna Newman and created with 
Cheryl Poese, two dear friends from Jason’s time in 
Katy, Texas.

About Jason Christ
Jason was born in 1977 in Parma, Ohio. He grew up in Independence, 
Ohio, graduating from Independence High School in 1995 before 
attending Concordia University Chicago. He graduated from Concordia 
in 2000 as a Director of Christian Education following a 1-year 
internship at Memorial Lutheran Church in Katy, Texas. He received his 
first Call to serve Memorial following graduation and served there 
through June 2004. He then accepted a Call to Valley Lutheran Church 
in Chagrin Falls, Ohio, before accepting the Call to First Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Tonawanda, New York, in November 2005. Jason 
was married to Jaime on July 29, 2000 and has three children, born in 
2008, 2010, and 2014. 

About the Pectoral Cross
The cross is custom made to look like two vines joined together 
in the shape of a cross. It is based on his confirmation verse 
from John 15:5, where Jesus says: “I am the vine; you are the 
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that 
bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.” 
Jesus’ words are a constant reminder that success in ministry 
comes through being connected to the Vine, not the labor of 
the individual branches. The cross was commissioned by the 
staff of First Trinity for Jason’s ordination.
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