And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ,
and has anointed us, and who has also put His seal on us and given
us His Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee. 2 Corinthians 1:21-22

SERVICE OF CONFIRMATION
May 2, 2021 | 1 p.m

Announcements Rev. Jason Christ, Associate Pastor
Welcome Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr., Lead Pastor
Invocation (Stand)
Leader Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
People Give to the Lord all glory and strength, give Him the honor due His name. Alleluia!
Leader Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.
People O come, let us worship Him. Alleluia!
Leader Praise the LORD! Praise God in His sanctuary; praise Him in His mighty heavens! Psalm 150:1
People Praise Him for His mighty deeds; praise Him according to His excellent greatness! Psalm 150:2
Leader Praise Him with trumpet sound; praise Him with lute and harp! Psalm 150:3
People Praise Him with tambourine and dance; praise Him with strings and pipe! Psalm 150:4
Leader Praise Him with sounding cymbals; praise Him with loud clashing cymbals! Psalm 150:5
People Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! Praise the LORD! Psalm 150:6

Opening Song King of Kings
Verse 1

Verse 2

Verse 4

Chorus

Verse 3
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In the darkness we were waiting
Without hope without light
Till from Heaven You came running
There was mercy in Your eyes
To fulfil the law and prophets
To a virgin came the Word
From a throne of endless glory
To a cradle in the dirt
Praise the Father
Praise the Son
Praise the Spirit three in one
God of Glory
Majesty
Praise forever to the King of Kings

To reveal the kingdom coming
And to reconcile the lost
To redeem the whole creation
You did not despise the cross
For even in Your suffering
You saw to the other side
Knowing this was our salvation
Jesus for our sake You died
And the morning that You rose
All of heaven held its breath
Till that stone was moved for good
For the Lamb had conquered death
And the dead rose from their tombs
And the angels stood in awe
For the souls of all who’d come
To the Father are restored

And the Church of Christ was born
Then the Spirit lit the flame
Now this Gospel truth of old
Shall not kneel shall not faint
By His blood and in His Name
In His freedom I am free
For the love of Jesus Christ
Who has resurrected me

Confession and Absolution
Leader

The LORD, He is God. He is our rock and deliverer. He has overcome our enemies—sin, death, and the
devil—and won forgiveness and eternal life for us. So let us come as His humble people and ask His
forgiveness, that we may be made clean this day.
People Almighty Father, we come before you this day as people who have not always walked in Your
ways. We have listened to the voices of the world rather than You. We have worshiped false gods
instead of You. We are sorry. For the sake of Christ our deliverer, forgive our sins and make us
clean. (silence for personal confession)
Leader

The LORD, He is God. He is our rock and deliverer. He has overcome sin, death, and the devil and has
indeed forgiven our sin for the sake of Jesus Christ.
People For this we will praise You, O LORD, among the nations, and sing to Your name. Psalm 18:49
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Scripture Reading (Sit)
Reader

God speaks to us through the New Testament: Acts 8:26–40
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch,
a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come
to Jerusalem to worship and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah.
And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” So Philip ran to him and heard him reading
Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” And he said, “How can I,
unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. Now the passage of the
Scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its
shearer is silent, so he opens not his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe
his generation?For his life is taken away from the earth.” And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I
ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip opened his mouth,
and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. And as they were going along
the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being
baptized?” And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and
the eunuch, and he baptized him. And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried
Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at
Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

Reader

God speaks to us through the New Testament: 1 John 4:1-16
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false
prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not
from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world
already. Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than
he who is in the world. They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world
listens to them. We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not
listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. Beloved, let us love one another,
for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not
love does not know God, because God is love. In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that
God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we have
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so
loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God
abides in us and his love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he
has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior
of the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. So we
have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love
abides in God, and God abides in him.

Reader

God speaks to us through the Gospel: John 15:1–8
[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch of mine that does not
bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.
Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I
am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for
apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and
withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that
you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.”
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Message Go and Bear Fruit Rev. Jason Christ
Rite of Confirmation
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Immediate Family Please stand, mask, and say:
We are happy and proud that you have made your public promise to continue to follow Jesus. We
support you and will do our part to help you keep these promises. We pray that you will continue
to grow in your faith for your whole life. We believe God has great things in store for you!

Congregation Please stand, mask, and say:
We are witnesses to your statement of faith. We believe that Jesus Christ is our Savior and we are
glad to hear that you do, too. We will pray for you, asking God to be with you every day and give
you His power and His love so that you may live your life knowing that He has chosen you. We
believe God will do great things in this world through you! God bless you all!

Preparation for Lord’s Supper (Stand)
Leader The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Leader Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Leader Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
People It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Leader

On the night when He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, He gave thanks, broke it, and gave
it to His disciples, saying, “Take; eat; this is My Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
Me.” In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of
you; this is My blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People And also with you.
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Songs During Communion (Sit)

Abide With Me
Verse 1

Bridge

I have a home eternal home
But for now I walk this broken world
You walked it first You know our pain
But You show hope can rise
Again up from the grave

Oh love that will not ever let me go
Love that will not ever let me go
You never let me go
Love that will not ever let me go
Interlude

Well You never let us go

Chorus

Abide with me abide with me
Don’t let me fall and don’t let go
Walk with me and never leave
Ever close God abide with me

Ending

And up ahead eternity
We’ll weep no more we’ll sing for joy
Abide with me
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Verse 2

There in the night Gethsemane
Before the cross before the nails
Overwhelmed alone You prayed
You met us in our suffering
And bore our shame

Lord I Need You
Verse 1

Bridge

Chorus

Tag

Lord I need You oh I need You
Ev’ry hour I need You
My one defense my righteousness
Oh God how I need You

You’re my one defense, my righteousness
Oh God how I need You
My one defense, my righteousness
Oh God how I need You

Lord I come I confess
Bowing here I find my rest
And without You I fall apart
You’re the one that guides my heart

So teach my song to rise to You
When temptation comes my way
And when I cannot stand I’ll fall on You
Jesus You’re my hope and stay

By Christy Nockels | Daniel Carson | Jesse Reeves | Kristian Stanfill | Matt Maher ©
2011 sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Sweater Weather Music
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG
Publishing) Valley Of Songs Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely with the
SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. CCLI License # 334744

Verse 2

Where sin runs deep Your grace is more
Where grace is found is where You are
And where You are Lord I am free
Holiness is Christ in me

Prayers of God’s People
The Lord’s Prayer (Stand)
People Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Offering Give at FTGives.com or text “Give” to 716-710-8800, or leave your offering in the back as you leave.
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Closing Song Graves Into Gardens
Verse 1

Bridge

I searched the world but it couldn’t fill me
Man’s empty praise and treasures that fade
Are never enough
Then You came along and put me back together
And every desire is now satisfied here in Your love

You turn mourning to dancing
You give beauty for ashes
You turn shame into glory
You’re the only one who can

Chorus

You turn graves into gardens
You turn bones into armies
You turn seas into highways
You’re the only one who can

Bridge 2

Oh there’s nothing better than You
There’s nothing better than You
Lord there’s nothing
Nothing is better than You

By Brandon Lake | Chris Brown | Steven Furtick | Tiffany Hudson © 2019 Music by Elevation
Worship Publishing (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) Maverick City Publishing
Worldwide (Admin. by Heritage Worship Publishing) Bethel Music Publishing For use solely with the
SongSelect® All rights reserved. CCLI License # 334744

Verse 2

I’m not afraid to show You my weakness
My failures and flaws
Lord You’ve seen them all
And You still call me friend
‘Cause the God of the mountain
Is the God of the valley
And there’s not a place
Your mercy and grace won’t find me again

Blessing
Unless noted otherwise, scripture passage came from the English Standard Version.
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