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Sunday, June 13, 2021    11:15 a.m. 
 

Gathering Song 
 

Announcements Rev. Jason Christ, Associate Pastor 

 

Welcome Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr., Lead Pastor 

 

(Stand) 

Preparing for Worship  

Leader Out of the depths we cry to our Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Psalm 130:1 (adapted) 

People O LORD, hear our voice. Let Your ears be attentive to the voice of our pleas for mercy!  

Psalm 130:2 (adapted) 
 

Confession  
Leader Why, O LORD, do You stand far away?  

People Why do You hide Yourself in times of trouble? Psalm 10:1 
 

Leader In arrogance the wicked hotly pursue the poor. 

People Let them be caught in the schemes that they have devised. Psalm 10:2 
 

Leader Lord, we hold before You our community. We look around, and it seems like the wicked thrive. They 

have renounced You, saying in their hearts, “There is no God.” Their mouths are filled with cursing, 

deceit, and oppression. The helpless are crushed, sink down, and fall at their hands. The wicked say in 

their heart, “God has forgotten, He has hidden His face. He will never see it. (Based on Psalm 10:3-11) 

People Arise, O LORD; O God, lift up Your hand; forget not the afflicted. Psalm 10:12 
 

Leader The LORD is king forever and ever; the nations perish from His land. O LORD, You hear the desire of 

the afflicted; You will strengthen their heart; You will incline Your ear to do justice to the fatherless and 

the oppressed, so that man who is of the earth may strike terror no more. Psalm 10:16-18 (ESV)  

People Arise, O LORD; O God, lift up Your hand; forget not the afflicted. Psalm 10:12 
 

Leader If we’re honest, we must admit that we have been numbered among those who forget the afflicted or fail 

to help the helpless. Even as we hold our community before our God, we also confess our own sins to 

Him. 

People LORD God, we confess before You the sins of Your people. We confess that we have not helped 

those in need. We have forgotten the afflicted. We are sorry. Father, I also confess my own sins as 

well. Forgive me and restore me, that I may live as Your servant. Forgive us, so that we may 

bring Your Word of hope and grace to our community. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. (silence for 

personal confession) 
 

Absolution 
Leader God has not forgotten us in our affliction. He has forgiven all our sins this day because of Jesus. His 

suffering and death brought peace and life to us this day. Day by day, He is shaping our hearts and minds 

to be more like His Son Jesus, so that we might be His hands and feet in our homes, schools, workplaces, 

and this community. 
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Opening Songs 

I Will Call Upon the Lord 
Verse  

I will call upon the Lord  
Who is worthy to be praised 
So shall I be saved from my enemy 
 

Verse 

I will call upon the Lord (echo) 
Who is worthy to be praised (echo) 
So shall I be saved from my enemy (echo) 

 

Chorus  

The Lord liveth 

And blessed be my Rock 

And let the God of my salvation 

Be exalted 
By Michael O'Shields © 1981 MCA Music Publ., A.D.O. Universal Studio  

(Admin. by Universal Music Corp.) Sound III, Inc. (Admin. by Universal Music Corp.)  

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. CCLI License # 334744 

 

Your Love Defends Me 
Verse 1 

You are my joy You are my song 

You are the well the One I'm drawing from 

You are my refuge my whole life long 

Where else would I go 
 

Chorus 

Surely my God is the strength of my soul 

Your love defends me 

Your love defends me 

And when I feel like I'm all alone 

Your love defends me 

Your love defends me 
 

Verse 2 

Day after day night after night 

I will remember You're with me in this fight 

Although the battle it rages on 

The war's already won 

I know the war is already won 

 

Bridge 

We sing hallelujah 

You're my portion my salvation 

Hallelujah 
 

Ending 

We sing hallelujah 

You're my portion my salvation 

Hallelujah 

You're my portion my salvation 

Hallelujah 

You're my portion my salvation 
By Hannah Kerr | Matt Maher © 2016 Hannah Kerr Music (Admin. by Black River 

Entertainment, LLC) Songs of Black River (Admin. by Black River Entertainment, LLC) Be 

Essential Songs (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) I Am A Pilgrim Songs (Admin. 

by Essential Music Publishing LLC) For use solely with the SongSelect® All rights reserved. 

CCLI License # 334744. 

 
 
 
 

 

(Sit) 

Scripture Readings  

Reader God speaks to us through the Old Testament: Ezekiel 17:22–24 
 Thus says the Lord God: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of the cedar and will set it out. I 

will break off from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one, and I myself will plant it on a high and 
lofty mountain. On the mountain height of Israel will I plant it, that it may bear branches and produce 
fruit and become a noble cedar. And under it will dwell every kind of bird; in the shade of its branches 
birds of every sort will nest. And all the trees of the field shall know that I am the Lord; I bring low the 
high tree, and make high the low tree, dry up the green tree, and make the dry tree flourish. I am the 
Lord; I have spoken, and I will do it.” 
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Reader God speaks to us through the New Testament: 2 Corinthians 5:1–17 
 We know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house 

not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly 
dwelling, if indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked. For while we are still in this tent, we 
groan, being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that 
what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has 
given us the Spirit as a guarantee. So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home 
in the body we are away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we are of good courage, 
and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or 
away, we make it our aim to please him. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so 
that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. Therefore, 
knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is known to God, and I hope it is 
known also to your conscience. We are not commending ourselves to you again but giving you cause to 
boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast about outward appearance and not 
about what is in the heart. For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for 
you. For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, 
therefore all have died; and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for 
him who for their sake died and was raised. From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the 
flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has 
come. 

 

Reader God speaks to us through the Gospel: Mark 4:26–34 
[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. He sleeps and rises 
night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. The earth produces by itself, first the 
blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, 
because the harvest has come.” And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what 
parable shall we use for it? It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the 
smallest of all the seeds on earth, yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden 
plants and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” With many 
such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it. He did not speak to them without a 
parable, but privately to his own disciples he explained everything. 

 

Children’s Message Sue Steege, Director of Transformation Ministries 
 

Message Seed Parables Rev. Dr. Charles E. Whited, Jr., Lead Pastor 

 

(Stand)  
The Apostles’ Creed  
People I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only 

Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

(Sit)  
Senior Blessing 
 

Bible Blessing 
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(Stand)  
Offering   The Old Rugged Cross 
Give at FTGives.com or text “Give” to 716-710-8800. 
Verse 1 

On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross 

The emblem of suff'ring and shame 

And I love that old cross where the dearest and best 

For a world of lost sinners was slain 
 

Chorus  

So I'll cherish the old rugged cross 

Till my trophies at last I lay down 

I will cling to the old rugged cross 

And exchange it some day for a crown 
 

Verse 2 

In that old rugged cross stained with blood so divine 

A wondrous beauty I see 

For ‘twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died 

To pardon and sanctify me 

Verse 3 

To the old rugged cross I will ever be true 

It's shame and reproach gladly bear 

Then He'll call me some day to my home far away 

Where His glory forever I'll share 
 

Tag 

I will cling to the old rugged cross 

And exchange it some day for a crown 
By George Bennard © Words: Public Domain Music: Public Domain For use solely with the 

SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. CCLI License # 334744. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  

People Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on Earth 
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are Yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Closing Song   That’s Why We Praise Him
Verse 1 

He came to live, live a perfect life 
He came to be the living Word, our light.  
He came to die so we’d be reconciled 
He came to rise to show His power and might. 
 

Verse 2 

He came to live, live again in us 
He came to be our conqu’ring King and Friend.  
He came to heal and show the lost ones His love. 
He came to go prepare a place for us.   

 

Chorus 

That’s why we praise Him, that’s why we sing. 
That’s why we offer Him our everything. 
That’s why we bow down and worship this King 
‘Cause He gave His everything  Repeat 
 

Bridge 

Hal- le, Hallelujah  Repeat 
By Doulos Publishing (adm. by The Copyright Company. Nashville, TN) / WeMobile Music 
[adm. by Doulos Publishing, c/o The Copyright Co., Nashville. TN) All Rights Reserved. Used 
by Permission. CCU #2668576 “Hosanna in the highest!” that ancient song we sing, CCLI 
License No. 334744. 

 

Blessing 

Leader Let us bless the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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The Doxology   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow Hymnal 805 

 
T. Ken. 1637-1711. Old Hundredth. L. Bourgeois, c. 1510-c. 1561 
 

Sending Music  
 

Unless noted otherwise, scripture passage came from the English Standard Version. 
 

Altar Flowers presented to the Glory of God in memory of Paul Fromm by Clara Lou Fromm and family. 


